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In a landmark development for Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC) railway project, Sultanate of Oman played
host to 25" meeting of GCC Ministers of Transport and Communications. This gathering marked a
significant stride forward in fostering regional connectivity, with several pivotal decisions being reach Chief
among these decisions was setting of December 2030 as their target operational launch date for their

ambitious GCC railway, spanning a staggering 2,177 km across GCC nations.
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With an estimated cost of 197 billion Euros (219 billion US dollars), this monumental initiative is poised to
become second -largest construction project globally, following NEOM of Saudi Arabia This distribution of

railway network across GCC nations is as below:

Saudi Arabia 695 km | UAE 684 km | Oman 306 km

Qatar 284 km | Kuwait 145 km | Bahrain 64 km
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Assembly also ratified 2024 budget for GCC Railway Authority signifying a concrete step towards this
project’s realization. Furthermore, three crucial bylaws/ regulations received unanimous approval: “GCC

administrative regulation”, “Financial and accounting regulation”, and “ Procurement and storage

regulation” for Gulf Railway Authority.
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Engineer Said Hamoud Al Maawali (s2<)l 25es 22), Oman’s Minister of Communications, and Information
Technology emphasized Pivotal Role of Transport and Communications sector in fostering economic
growth and sustainable development. He highlighted its significance in linking production and consumption

hubs, facilitating movement of people, materials, and goods, and optimizing utilization of natural resources.
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As Gulf Railway Project gains momentum, it promises to revolutionize connectivity across Middle East

fostering economic property and facilitating seamless movement of goods and people with this region.
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If an alternative plan shown in GCC rail map is not adopted, Bahrain will be removed from GCC rail
network.
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As is generally understood, with Qatar-Bahrain Friendship Bridge connecting only to Qatar, Bahrain will
become a railroad siding in GCC railway network, making it a remote location within GCC distribution
network. However, if it can also connect to Saudi Arabia via King Hamad Causeway, Bahrain will become

a central hub in GCC railway network and a vital key part of GCC distribution network.
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In other words, it is a question of whether Bahrain should be content with being a remote location in the
distribution network of the GCC countries or enjoy a key location. This is thought to be the main reason

why the Bahraini government is putting effort into the construction of the King Hamad Causeway.
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Bahrain and Saudi Arabia are planning a second causeway, known as King Hamad Causeway. This new
causeway will run parallel to Existing King Fahd Causeway, Bahraini capital, Manama, with Saudi city of
Dammam. This causeway is expected to be 25 km long. Its estimated cost is US $4 billion and will be

shared between Bahrain and Saudi Arabia with potential contributions from private investors.
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This causeway will include a road and a railway line to enhance traffics both of vehicles and trains to boost
trade, tourism, and economic integration within GCC region. As such, this new causeway will significantly
enhance Bahrain’s connectivity with Saudi Arabia. Further, Qatar-Bahrain Friendship Bridge is once
completed, Bahrain will also become a vital distribution and industrial hub in GCC region, together with

Qatar.
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Qatar—Bahrain Causeway plans were also made, but they were halted when diplomatic relations were
severed. These plans, also known as Qatar-Bahrain Friendship Bridge, are back on track following these

two countries’ restoration of diplomatic relations.
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This causeway will connect Qatari capital, Doha (=), with Bahrain, significantly reducing travel time
between them. this causeway includes one of the longest bridges worldwidely. This is expected to cost
around US $5 billion and will be shared between Qatar and Bahrain, with potential contributions from

private investors. Planning and preliminary work are expected to resume soon
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This causeway will enhance trade, tourism, and economic integration between Qatar and Bahrain. It will
significantly reduce travel time, making it easier for people and goods to move between them
Furthermore, once King Hamad Causeway is completed, both Bahrain and Qatar will become vital
distribution and industrial hubs in GCC region, accommodating not only vehicles on roads but also trains

on Gulf Railway.



