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a. Gulf gateway to Yemen and East
Africa
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Al Mazunah Free Zone (&b s_all ddkidl) was
established on November 24, 1999 as the first
free zone of its kind in Sultanate. This zone’s total
area is 14.5 sq km. It was granted the powers and
laws of the free zones mentioned in Royal Decree
No. (56/2002) regarding the establishment of Al

Mazunah Free Zone.
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Public Establishment for Industrial Estates (A sl
Lcliall shldl 4dall) Madayn (ci) is responsible for
managing this zone by Royal Decree No.
(103/2005). Al Mazunah Free Zone bylaws were
issued in accordance with Ministerial Decision No.
(22/2010), which also clarified incentives, benefits

and requirements for operating this zone.
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b. Explanation of Al Mazunah Free Zone
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(https://opaz.gov.om/upload/files/Specialised_free

zons_EN.pdf)

The followings are the excerpt of “Al Mazunah, a
desert turned into a thriving city”
(https://opaz.gov.om/upload/files/Specialised_free

zons_EN.pdf)
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Al Mazunah Free Zone

Al Mazunah, a desert turned into a thriving city

b.1 87 b.1 Establishment
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In 1992, when the border

located about 260 km aw:

s between Sultanate and

Republic of Yemen was demarcated, there was no
people living there. Al Mazunah is one of the ten

wilayats (&) of Dhofar Governorate (Ll ikilas),

ay from Salalah (A3x)




and 1125 km away from Governorate of Muscat
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Al Mazunah is distinguished by its strategic
location on Omani - Yemeni borders, standing as
Gulf gateway for transit trade to e Republic of
Yemen. Establishing the free zone in Al Mazunah
came as a testament of the distinguished
relations between the two countries in a way that
contributes to the recovery of the economy on

both sides of the borders.
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Sultanate has high aspirations for an increase of
economic activity more than what is currently
being witnessed in light of the future plans

of Oman Vision 2040, thanks to the visionary
leader His Majesty Sultan Haitham bin Tarik(c» s

Gb)
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b.2 Natural Resources
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This Wilayat is famous for having rich animal
wealth, especially camels and sheep, and it
is characterised by rich fertile plains that are
good for farming. This indicates that

Al Mazunah is good for planting all kinds of
Crops such as full of different vegetables,

fruits and date palms.
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Shrout Rock stands out in Wilayat of

Al Mazunah as one of the most important
tourist, archaeological, geological and historical
landmarks. This Rock is still of high significance to
Al Mazunah'’s people for it is considered one of
the meeting hubs there, witnessing different
events and functions, including weddings.

This Rock, which is about 6 km away from the
centre of Al Mazunah, is distinguished by its
wide, round body. In view of that, it can be
seen from a long distance due to its location

in the middle of a flat ground.




Shrout Rock

Shrout Rock
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b.3 Area Development
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This area is operated and managed by Public
Establishment for Industrial Estates (Aal) 4w 3all
Leluall ahldl) (Madayn (o¥)) and has over the
past years, worked on three phases of
development that have contributed to proving this
Zone’s ability to achieve economic recovery on
both sides of Omani-Yemeni borders, where the
Omani city of Al Mazunah and the Yemeni city of

Shisan are located.
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Director General of Al Mazunah Free Zone,
confirmed that this Zone’s future plan focuses on
attracting international investors, strengthening
partnership with Yemeni investors and
establishing projects in the field of storing re-
exported goods. The plan also includes
implementing the fourth development

phase with an area of 4 million sgm, bringing

a diverse group of economic sectors, most

notably the industrial sector.
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However, post issuing the aforementioned Royal
Decree, this Zone received more attention and
Madayn began preparing plans for its

development.
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For few years up to 2021, 3 development phases

were launched in which the infrastructure needed
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by this Zone was established to be able to attract
investments such as internal road networks with
lighting, construction of sidewalks, pedestrian
paths, electricity, water and communications
networks, water tanks, fire extinguishing systems,

sanitation services, and water drainage channels.
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A rest building for truck drivers was also
constructed during their layover in this Zone.
Madayn is currently working on other projects
there; among the most prominent is the services
and facilities building project, which is being
constructed with a total building area of more than

11,000 sgm.
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For few years up to 2021, as well, this Zone had
signed 3 major development agreements. The first
agreement was signed with Hala Golden Trading
and Contracting Company to develop 3 million
sgm of the area. The second was agreed with
Logistic City Company to manage and operate the
land port, while the third was with Shumookh
Investment and Services Company aimed at

constructing the mixed-use services building.
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By the end of first quarter of 2021, the number of
productive projects in this Zone reached 74
projects. The number of projects under
construction is 36, of which 13 are being

established soon.




Al Mazunah Land Port receives an international code for container transport




