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1. KEBRBHFSDORILL ZDOEL

1. Establishment of Water Resources

Council and its Responsibilities
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(WRC)DFXASLIZBE T 2 Brar 1982 4258 7 75 D —iih
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Bahrain has made major progress in the
governance of its water sector. In 2009, Royal
Decree No. 36/2009 Concerning the Amendments
of Some Items of Decree 7/1982 on the
Establishment of Water Resources Council (WRC)

was issued. The stated WRC responsibilities are:

i BRI R - SIERRSR A ORRE & B T,
DRI LKEIRBOR & BIEORELITVET,

i. Formulating the overall water resources policies
and strategies for the country, including setting up
appropriate institutional and legislative

frameworks;

ii. BFOKBELZFEL, ZhbDBEOHE %
ML £, £ L Tiiil, KRBOR & KGO EN %

ii. Coordinating government water policies and

ensuring integration of these policies; and
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iii. Following up the implementation of water
policies and plans and setting priorities for the
implementation of the developed strategies and

programmes.

WRC [FRIEHD R, )« KEKRRE, Adhdf
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WRC is headed by the deputy prime minister with
membership by the minister of electricity and
water; minister of works, municipalities affairs and
urban planning; minister of housing; minister of
industry, commerce and tourism; minister of
transportation and telecommunication; minister of
finance; and the minister of cabinet affairs.

WRC is supported by a permanent Technical
Advisory Committee (TAC) with membership by all
the water-related ministries and agencies in
addition to academia. The establishment of the
WRC has consolidated the water resources
management agencies.

In 2017, WRC started formulating a
comprehensive, integrated, national water policy
and strategy based on integrated water resources
management principles. The strategy formulation
is expected to be completed in the last quarter of

2019.

2. JKERPIE R Y 0 KA

2. Main agencies responsible for

management of water sectors

ITBDOFRTIZ, AL A OKEROEH LR
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At the executive level, there are many ministries,
agencies and institutions that have a stake in
water resources management and use in Bahrain.
The following are the main agencies responsible

for the management of the various water sectors.

2.1 87 - KEFT(EWA)

2.1 Electricity and Water Authority (EWA)

B - AKET(EWA)NT, BUFHETA O#)T BIEHED
ABARFIELTT, EWA 1T, HFBIBHEDAK

Electricity and Water Authority (EWA) is a

government-owned municipal water supply utility.
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EWA is responsible for planning, producing and
distributing municipal water, and operating and
maintaining desalination plants and groundwater
pumping stations, storage facilities and the water
distribution network. It also organizes awareness
campaigns for conservation of municipal water.
EWA works under the political and administrative
umbrella of Ministry of Electricity and Water

Affairs.

2.2 AFEHZE - BIGARTE - #RHEHEE

2.2 Ministry of Works, Municipalities
Affairs and Urban Planning

ASLHZE - BIRRRE - BRHTEHIE X, BEK, M
TR, REFERM Y LT ES,

Ministry of Works, Municipalities Affairs and Urban
Planning is responsible for wastewater,

groundwater and the agriculture sector.

a. [FEWNORFERY T, T KRGO 2 5
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a. Agricultural Affairs within this ministry is
responsible for developing, managing, monitoring,
protecting, controlling and rationalizing the use of
groundwater resources. It also allocates treated
wastewater for irrigation purposes and
coordinates with relevant authorities to develop
the standards for reuse which regulate the use of

that wastewater.

b. WARIZ, AHE I NIBEKDNE 2 ARk, AL
iy BERL L. BEAKALER R 2 P L

b. Sanitation Affairs is responsible for producing,
distributing and monitoring the quality of the
treated wastewater, managing wastewater

treatment facilities, coordinating with

c. HNOMOEM (3, HTK, #I7ABED
WEZRE) BID

c. the other sectors within the ministry (e.g.
agricultural, groundwater, municipal landscaping)

and

d. PREEZR EOMOBIEY R &R LT, LS
NTBERZEID T, nREAE L RIEAIRET D
BAMAOEELRET 2BELHY £,

d. other relevant authorities, such as Ministry of
Health, to allocate treated wastewater and
develop the standards for reuse that protect public

health and the environment.

Ihb 4 SOEBITINA T,
IRz T BRETRGE), IRIEE OKE).

In addition to these four agencies, there are a

number of supporting and services agencies such
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as Supreme Council for Environment
(environmental protection, including water
resources), Ministry of Health (water quality) and
Bahrain Meteorological Services (meteorological

data).

2.3 BB KUY

2.3 Laws and regulations

NNV A AT, S S ERMEEEHFTOKROME
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Bahrain has a relatively large number of decrees,
ordinances and regulations that have been
enacted to regulate and control water use in the
various consuming sectors as well as to conserve
the groundwater resource from salinization and
depletion. However, these laws are not
consolidated under a comprehensive water law.
The followings are the most important decrees of

this legislation.

a. 1351H/1933 Eff455E 48 &

a. Proclamation No. 48/1351H/1933

SEFEFM T OKRMEAOFF BT 2 —ARRAI & |
B F T OHEHIIC B D — ARk D7 & HEHI
L0 DOFFAEDLEMETHR SN TVE LT,
IINVA CTIROIOKIEE R ShE LR

Consisted of the general principles for permits for
water use in the agricultural sector, and the need
for a license to drill wells with the general
specifications for the drilling of artesian wells.

Considered the first water law in Bahrain

b. KRDOE#E X CHIBERANICE TS 1971 £EHER

T2

b. Amiri Decree No. 2/1971 Concerning Water

Monitoring and Control Regulations

Kitikes OKBREFED) &, AR OFFR<
% ETe T X TOKBEFEIZOWT, BER
FEL, SVE, BRXORITHERREZ 5 2 £ L7z

Gave the water council full administrative,
legislative and executive authority for all water-
related matters, including well drilling licensing

and specifications.

c. HTFAKDERICET S 1980 FEERE 12 &
(1997 45, 1999 42K E)

c. Amiri Decree No. 12/1980 Concerning the
Use of Groundwater (modified in 1997, 1999)

N AROREE T D72 DITH T RO 25
4o &xAMELTE L, ZHUTF. P
DIEH, HTIAROTHE & FEARLEI 692 BB D
JRERS G £, HUF AT ~OKIE A —F =Dk
ERLET L

Aimed to regulate the use of groundwater to help
in its conservation; it included well drilling, the
imposition of tariffs on the consumption of
groundwater and wastewater treatment, and it
required the installation of water metres on

groundwater wells
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35 1980 EEFHE 23 &

d. Ministerial Order No. 23/1980 Concerning
the Prohibition of Water Abstraction from the

Dammam Aquifer

ZOMAIE. X r— DK (e geSa) (T3 —
I = (Gl A & T T B Y (3l dskie)) 7
DOMT RO AZIS L, ZOEE % ATREIC T
LIOITRITSNE L

The order was issued to reduce groundwater
abstraction from Dammam aquifer ()eleall (saSa
(Khobar zone (! 4iki) and Alat zone (<3lall i)

and allow their recovery.

e. KEFRBETZESOBNICET S 1982 £H S
%5 7 5(2007 4EEXIE)

e. Legislative Decree No. 7/1982 concerning
the Formation of High Council of Water

Resources (modified in 2007)

FEESOERTEBIIRO L IZR_REnTnEL
7o

e.1 KEIROHFE & A DR R Z B[ L TEDK
BOREAERT 2 2 L,

e2 KERzZREL, BAFEL., TORMICHIZS
I PTREME & 2k 2 fefR 42 Z &

e.3 £7o, KBEROENM TIZIAET D FREIED &
L MEE R T DT E R FEZ T D 2
Pl

The primary duties of the council were stated as:

e.1 to draw up the country’s water policies in view
of the results of water resources studies and
surveys;

e.2 to protect and develop the water resources so
as to ensure their prolonged availability and
efficiency; and

e.3 to take necessary measures to solve any
problems that might arise during the

implementation of the water policies

f. 1982 FEESHE 10 &

f. Ministerial Order No. 10/1982

HAOFAEL., SEIEROFBOMT/KINEE
DOHFFEEDFAIDEPEL LT, HFIT/KEA—Z—
ERETLIILEEEBEMTONE L

Obliged well owners to install water metres on
their wells as a first step for the study of

groundwater consumption in different sectors

g. 1980 {E5 23 B-¥ v — A BB (Al casa) >
5 DOBUKES IR Iz BT 3448 23/1980 B DIERIC
B+ 2E4% 411983 5

g. Ministerial Order No. 4/1983 Concerning the
Extension of Ministerial Order No. 23/1980
Concerning the Prohibition of Water

Abstraction from Dammam Aquifer (aledll (sasa).

H o= DRI (e 58703 5 DK DI/ LT D
BRI S BIZ 2ERER SHVE LTz,

Extended the prohibition of water abstraction from
the Dammam aquifer(alell (xS) for another two

years.

h. #i75 B IBEDOHAKILK DERSLIZEET 5 1985 £
EoE3E

h. Ministerial Order No. 3/1985 concerning the

Establishment of Municipal Desalinated Water

AERHEDHE S LE LT,

Established a municipal water tariff




i. 1991 £ B RS 11 5(2006 £ 145 33 Bl
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i. Amiri Decree No. 11/1991 (modified by Law
No. 33/2006)

COVERIT. WA LHEAICEE L TV RS, K
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This law is related to sanitation and drainage. It
prohibits the dumping of waste and pollutants in
the wastewater networks and the surface runoff
networks. Law 33/2006 regulates sanitation
services, wastewater treatment and reuse of

treated wastewater and sludge

jo KERFBORLICET S 1982 FBAH 7
B DO—HEE OBIEIZEHT 5 2009 FFESE 36
=

j- Royal Decree No. 36/2009 Concerning the
Amendments of Some Items of Decree No.
7/1982 on the Establishment of the Water

Resources Council

1982 TR S IV KB IR i a2 A& TG T
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j.2 BUFOKESK %
ERER LETS

j-3 TKBUR & KFHH D FE e & AkFer I BB L, B
I S VI HRIE & B 0O S fiE OESRINAAL & R E L E
KR

L, D OBROHA

Aimed to reactivate the High Council of Water
Resources formed in 1982, which was seen as the
most suitable organizational framework to ensure

efficient levels of water resources management.

The council’s stated responsibilities are:

j.1 to formulate the overall water resources
policies and strategies for the country, including
setting up appropriate institutional and legislative
frameworks;

j.2 coordinate government water policies and
ensure integration of these policies; and

j-3 follow up the implementation of water policies
and plans and set priorities for the implementation

of the developed strategies and programmes

EHIT, AL A OFERE(2002 4, 5 11 IH)

. [TRTOHROE L ERIZEAMETH

%] ERTWET,

EZRIE, EROL4A & ERRGHEOER AT Lo
O, TbAREL, BEICHHLRTIERY
FH A,

Moreover, Bahrain’s constitution (2002; item 11)
states that ‘all natural wealth and resources are
state property.

The state shall safeguard them and exploit them
properly, while observing the requirement of the
security of the state and of the national economy’.
In other words, as a natural resource,

groundwater is public property and the state is
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entrusted with its management as a common

good.




