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1. Introduction
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This text provides an overview of the laws and
regulations governing electricity generation,
including distribution, related to electricity supply

in Kuwait.
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The Kuwaiti government regulates power
generation, transmission, and distribution through

various institutions, including the Ministry of
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Electricity and Water (MEW). The MEW, along
with the Kuwait Authority for Partnership Projects

(KAPP) and other entities, oversees the sector.
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Energy system of Kuwait is wholly reliant on fossil
fuels for energy generation and by 2030, its
energy demand will triple. In order to diversify its
energy mix, the country targets to increase the

share of renewable generation to 15% by 2030.

(https://www.iea.org/countries/kuwait)
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2. Ministry of Electricity, Water, and
Renewable Energy (MEW)
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The legislation regulating Ministry of Electricity,
Water, and Renewable Energy in Kuwait could not
be found on Website regarding power plants.
However, regarding water desalination, references
are introduced in 'Kuwait's Water Management,’
an article published on Website 'Franak' on
December 24, 2020. Additionally, further details
about this ministry are provided separately, so

please refer to that page."

-

https://water.fanack.com/kuwait/water-management-in-kuwait/

a. MIZ X BKETEYRICERT B/ 12/1964 5

a. Law No. 12/1964 on the pollution of water by

oil

ZOERT M RO STV ES, Tk
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This law is composed of 11 articles: prohibition to

pollute marine areas and inland waters (art. 1)

b. RS 2111995 5, T D%, HEESE 16/1996
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b. Law No 21/1995. Further amended: Law No
16/1996
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This is the main environmental law. It established
the Kuwait Environment Public Authority (KEPA),

with its mandates, jurisdictions and powers.
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KEPA'’s powers and duties related to
environmental protection include developing and
controlling public policies, strategies and action
plans for the protection of the environment.

This Law 16 amendment of 1996 clarified KEPA's
role in conservation, protection and liability

concepts.

c. Bi&E 512012 &

c. Decree No. 5/2012
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Decree No. 5 issued the regulation on industrial
wastewater transportation, which aims to establish
a system to control the transport and disposal of
industrial effluents in safe environmental ways that
prevent impacts that are harmful to public health,
safety and well-being; and establish a database
about quality, quantity and sources of industrial

effluent.
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d. Law No. 42/2014 on Environmental
Protection, amended by Law No. 99/ 2015
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This law aims to protect and maintain the natural
balance of the environment; combat pollution and
its damages; guarantee sustainable development
and preserve biodiversity.

It addresses many environmental issues, such as

the protection of land, water and air from pollution,

STWET, biodiversity and environmental management.

% 88 RN EE 96 SRiT. Bk &K D KEIZ | Articles 88-96 on drinking water and groundwater
Bdsb0TT, quality.
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e. KEREH 203/2019 5 e. Ministerial Resolution No. 203/2019
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the execution of a National Plan for Marine

Environment Management.
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Ministry of Transportation is responsible for
presiding over the Plan to Combat Marine
Pollution through the establishment of a special

committee.

f. B - K - BEWRTXILF —E (MEW)DH %

f. Progress of Ministry of Electricity, Water,
and Renewable Energy (MEW)
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MEW was established in 1952. Its mission is to
provide high-quality electricity and water in

Kuwait.

Z 2T, 2016 HFEFE TORE O ZFHA L
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Here is a short article that explains the progress of

this Ministry up until around 2016.

(https://www.researchpublish.com/upload/book/ELECTRICAL %20GENERATION%20TRANSMISSION-

8200.pdf)
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Historical Development: Electricity was introduced
in Kuwait in 1913, initially for the Seef Palace, and
later expanded in 1934 through a private
company. The government took over in 1951,

forming the General Electricity Department.

Current Power Stations: Major power plants
include Shuwaikh, Shuaiba North & South, Doha
East & West, Sabyia, and Az-Zour North & South.

Energy Sources: Kuwait primarily relies on gas
and liquid petroleum for electricity generation,
using thermal power plants that convert fuel into

electrical energy.

Renewable Energy Initiatives: The report
highlights future solutions for integrating solar and
wind energy into Kuwait’s grid to reduce reliance

on fossil fuels.
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3. Kuwaiti Renewable Energy Law
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This law aims to increase the adoption of
renewable energy sources through financial and

regulatory incentives.
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Kuwait has been actively working towards its
renewable energy goals, aligning with Kuwait
Vision 2035 and its strategy for sustainable

energy from 2030 to 2050.

Minister Dr. Salem Al-Hajraf (<o aall alls |, si€all)
announced on March 7, 2024 that “The
government aims to source 30% of its energy from
renewable sources by 2030, with a long-term

target of 50% by 2050.”
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The minister also announced several initiatives

those include:

1. Residential Rooftop Solar Program : Exploring
opportunities for Kuwaiti citizens to install solar
power systems on their rooftops, with the
government purchasing the generated power

through electricity credits or direct payment.

2. Establishment of Electricity and Water
Regulatory Authority: Initiating the process of
forming a dedicated regulatory body to oversee
electricity and water, aimed at accelerating clean

energy objectives outlined in Kuwait Vision 2035.

3. Az Zour North IWPP Expansion (Phases 2 &
3) : Launching the Request for Proposals (RFP)
phase for expanding the Az Zour (LsV) North

Independent Water and Power Project to supply
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additional electricity and desalinated water to

Kuwait's national grid.

4. Re-evaluation of Carbon Emissions Strategy:
Reviewing Kuwait’'s carbon emission policies
following its commitment to the Paris Accords,
with adjustments in energy projects to align with

global sustainability efforts.

5. Legal Framework Support for Renewable
Energy Initiatives: Providing expert legal
assistance to government bodies, investors, and
stakeholders in navigating Kuwait ‘s regulatory
landscape for clean energy and sustainability

projects.
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(https://www.asarlegal.com/kuwait-is-taking-strides-towards-reaching-its-renewable-energy-goals/)
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4. Law No. 116 of 2014 on Public-Private
Partnerships (PPP) in Kuwait
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Kuwait's electricity sector operates under a
framework that includes public-private
partnerships (PPPs), governed by Law No. 116 of
2014 and its Executive Regulations (Decree No.
78 of 2015). These laws define PPP projects as
initiatives aimed at providing or improving public

services, including electricity generation and
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distribution, while ensuring efficiency and cost-

effectiveness.

(https://www.wipo.int/wipolex/en/legislation/details/19968)

(https://ppp.worldbank.org/sites/default/files/2022-

01/beatch 2AA078714357E031A0621AF46B817344.pdf)

STATE OF KUWAIT

Azzour North 1 Power Station Side

(https:/kif.kdipa.gov.kw/wp-content/uploads/mutlag-alsanea-english.pdf)
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Summary of Law No. 116 of 2014 on Public
Private Partnerships(PPP) of Kuwait is introduced

hereunder;

a. E® (B1%)
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a. Definitions (Article 1)

1. Public-Private Partnership (PPP) Project: A
project aimed at providing or enhancing a public
service of economic, social, or operational
importance by engaging the private sector in
cooperation with a public entity, following the PPP

Model and approved by the Higher Committee.

2. Public-Private Partnership Model (PPP Model):
A framework in which a private investor
participates in a state-owned project by
developing, operating, or rehabilitating services or

infrastructure, financing the project, and managing
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operations for a specified period, after which

ownership is transferred to the state.

b. LRZBSLZDOEME BE25~H3
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b. Higher Committee & Its
Responsibilities (Articles 2-3)

A Higher Committee for PPP Projects oversees
PPP-related policies and replaces the previous
committee established under Decree No. 145 of
2008. Chaired by the Minister of Finance, its key
responsibilities include:

- Setting strategic policies for national PPP
initiatives and determining project priorities.

- Approving PPP procurement proposals from
public entities and recommending PPP projects.
- Reviewing and endorsing the Authority’s budget

and financial accounts.

c. 7 x— MNEHEEET(KAPP) (F4%)
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c. Kuwait Authority for Partnership
Projects (KAPP) (Article 4)

KAPP operates under the Ministry of Finance and
is responsible for managing PPP projects.

Its employees are appointed under specific rules
set by the Higher Committee, independent of

standard Civil Service regulations.

d. FEo (8105
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d. Project Companies (Article 10)

The Successful Investor must establish a Project
Company, which will implement the project and
assume all associated rights and obligations.

- The company’s capital is based on the investor’'s
proposal.

- Project procurement and execution follow Higher

Committee approval in alignment with the law.

e. WEHIM L FXKEE F18%)

-PPP &ML, Zo®HLEEHREZEL, F
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e. Investment Term & Project Transfer
(Article 18)

- PPP investment term is specified in the project’s
Terms of Reference, considering its scope and

requirements.
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- The maximum investment period is 50 years,
starting upon completion of construction and
development.

- Upon expiration, the project is transferred to the
state without cost or compensation, except for
investor-owned assets, which may either remain
private or be sold to the government at an agreed

price.

5. RERKCETIAE

5. White Paper for Environment Pillar

Air pollution in Kuwait

(https://kppc.scpd.gov.kw/sites/default/files/2020-08/03-Environment-White-Paper-KPPC-web.pdf)

PATIE, (202048 H 3 HD 7 v =— MEREED
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The followings are a brief summary of “White
Paper for Environment Pillar of Kuwait on August

3, 2020".
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Il. Renewable Energy

Kuwait initially set a renewable energy target of
15% by 2030, but this has since been revised to
30%. This aligns with Kuwait’s broader clean
energy transition, particularly under Kuwait Vision

2035. Major projects supporting this goal include
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Shagaya Renewable Energy Park (L&) gese
saaidl Wl which integrates solar, wind, and
CSP (Concentrated Solar Power) technologies

into the national grid.
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lll. Low-Emissions Innovations

The paper emphasizes low-emissions innovations
primarily in the energy efficiency sector, proposing
a policy framework to enhance Kuwait's energy
agenda. While broad in scope, the focus includes:
- Adoption of new technologies to reduce
emissions.

- Integration of efficiency measures in industrial
and residential sectors.

- Government incentives and regulatory
mechanisms to encourage adoption of low-

emissions strategies.

IV. R&RI5Y
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IV. Air Pollution

Under the Kuwait National Development Plan
(KNDP), the main objective in addressing air
pollution is to protect ambient air quality. The
paper suggests strategies such as:

- Enhanced air quality monitoring systems.

- Stronger regulations on industrial emissions.
- Promotion of sustainable urban planning to

mitigate pollution effects.

V. BEEmER
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V. Waste Management
2015-2020 NDP framework identified three key

policy objectives to improve waste management:

1. Increase public awareness to promote
responsible waste disposal.
2. Develop a safe system for handling solid,

hazardous, and liquid waste.




BERNR & SHRAR 2 W U C U ¥ A 7 VLR
g
A ETIX, 2020 FELAREOBOR, dEHARDL,
BILOAHOELEICONWTE BIZFEEL BT
HIENTEET,

R

o

Pt

3. Encourage recycling operations through
incentives and infrastructure expansion.

The paper could further elaborate on post-2020
policies, progress, and any upcoming legislative

updates.

VII. FErTREZRAK
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VII. Sustainable Water

Kuwait faces significant water stress due to its arid
climate.

- Fresh groundwater is designated only for
drinking water, not for agriculture, ensuring long-
term reserves.

- The daily uplift capacity is 9,000 m3, indicating
the scale at which freshwater is processed.

- Kuwait’s future sustainability efforts might focus
on expanding desalination technology, improving
water conservation policies, and developing

alternative water sourcing strategies.

6. Z D> MEW (ZBHE 4 5 LA

6. Mysterious Laws and Regulations
Related to MEW

6.1 7] - BHABARK

6.1 Electricity Conversion Water Purchase

Agreements
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MEW purchases power and water from
independent projects under Electricity Conversion
Water Purchase Agreements (ECWPAs), with the
project company responsible for design, financing,
construction, and operation under a build, operate,
transfer framework, according to the State of

Kuwait Partnerships Technical Bureau.

6.2 H 9 AFLI%RI(CAPT)

6.2 Central Agency for Public Tenders
(CAPT)

(https://www.trade.gov/market-intelligence/kuwait-energy-thermal-power-projects)
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This agency approves tenders for projects like the
expansion of the Al-Subiya Power Station,
according to the International Trade

Administration.

6.3 = R/F—BKLHA

6.3 Energy Policy & Regulation
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Kuwait's energy sector is primarily managed by
Ministry of Electricity & Water (MEW), which
oversees electricity generation and distribution.
The government has historically subsidized
electricity and water prices, making them among
the lowest in the world.

The government also provides significant
subsidies as “Power Subsidies” for electricity
consumption, which can impact the adoption of

energy-efficient technologies.

6.4 KB LFE DO RS

6.4 Connecting Solar Power to the Grid

KNI EY AT L% MEW (ThEH) BREICHE
Bt DO O BRI RN H Y £9,

There are specific regulations for connecting solar

power generation systems to the MEW grid

6.5 KEHE

6.5 Water Management Laws

KETGY, BREIIRE, PEAEBOKE R
P HY ET,
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Various laws address water pollution,
environmental protection, and industrial
wastewater management.

For example, Law No. 12/1964 prohibits water
pollution by oil, while Law No. 42/2014 focuses on
environmental protection, including drinking water

and groundwater quality.

6.6 B HA

6.6 Regulations for Electrical Installations
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Ministry of Electricity and Water has updated the
fifth edition of. Regulations for Electrical
Installations in the light of various comments
received and also to take into account of the
publication of the new or amended IEC, BS and
IET Regulations after adapting them to Kuwaiti

conditions where necessary. (94 pages)

(https://www.mew.gov.kw/media/230Ip1h2/regulation-m-e-w-r-1-04-03-14.pdf)

6.7 TR /AX—FhR

6.7 Energy Efficiency
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While there is a focus on renewable energy,
promoting energy efficiency through policies and

regulations is also important.
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6.8 Power Factor Correction
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Regulations are in place to ensure efficient use of

electricity and minimize waste.
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6.9 Electrical Installations in Special

Locations
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Specific requirements are in place for electrical
installations in locations such as marinas and

medical facilities.




