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2. Agriculture in Saudi Arabia
Provinces
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2.1 Agriculture in Riyadh Province
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In Riyadh Province (u=b_ll 4skic), various types of
agricultural crops are cultivated, and this province
has the highest cultivated area of barley,
exceeding 254,000 dunams (~i3°) out of the total
cultivated areas, according to the results of
Agricultural Production Survey Bulletin for 2019 by
General Authority for Statistics.

Riyadh Province claimed the largest share of the
summer tomato crop, with a cultivated area
percentage of 65 percent of the total summer
tomato cultivation area.

The province leads in tomato cultivation, with a
greenhouse cultivation area exceeding five million
m?, accounting for 47 percent of the total
greenhouse cultivation area dedicated to
tomatoes in the Kingdom.

The province adopted greenhouse agriculture,
where Ministry of Environment, Water, and
Agriculture issued the first license for establishing

a greenhouse agriculture project in 1969.
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Dunam (#5) is still in use in many areas

previously ruled by Ottoman Empire (1299~1922)
(asilaie 4o ¢ 5 although the new or metric dunam
has been redefined as exactly one decare (1,000

square metres) which is 1/10 hectare.
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2.2 Agriculture in al-Ahsa Governorate
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Ahsa Agricultural Oasis hosts over two million

palm trees (out of a total of 4.1 million palm trees
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in Eastern Province). It produces around one
hundred thousand tons of the finest dates
annually. This has contributed to the Kingdom's
position as a world's leading exporter of dates,
with exports valued at SAR1.28 billion (US $ 0.34
billion). National Center for Palms and Dates has
achieved the top global ranking in date exports to
116 countries.

Agricultural output in Ahsa Governorate (ikdls
<LaYl) for 2022 achieved approximately thirty
thousand tons of grains, 170,000 tons of
vegetables and fruits, 126 million little of milk,
forty-four thousand tons of poultry, and over one
hundred thousand tons of dates. These
accomplishments have increased productivity
efficiency and self-sufficiency in agricultural

products to reach 65 percent.
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2.3 Agriculture in Tabuk Province
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Tabuk Province (<5 4ihi) encompasses several
agricultural projects that have contributed to
providing crops and meeting market demand, both
within the province and in other areas of the
Kingdom. In 2021, the number of farms in the
province reached 14,500, with 834,358 date
palms, 1.3 million olive trees, 58,000 mango trees,
and ninety thousand citrus trees. In addition, there

were around 55,000 fig trees.
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Tabuk Province hosts approximately 180
pomegranate farms, producing around eighty
thousand trees with various varieties, including
Enderville, Red Angel, Acre, and Manfaluti. These
farms contribute nearly three million kg annually to

the local market.
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Due to soil fertility and available groundwater,

Tabuk Province is known for cultivating pears. Its
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number reaches fifteen thousand. their production
peak occurs in July and August with a production

capacity of approximately 750 t annually.
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Additionally, Tabuk Province is renowned for
cultivating various varieties of both seeded and
seedless table grapes, boasting the highest
production percentage of grapes in the Kingdom.
Its production exceeds 43,750 tons annually,
stemming from 1,580,575 grapevines, according
to the latest statistics from Ministry of

Environment, Water, and Agriculture.

Grapes clusters in a farm in the Kingdom. (SPA)

5T =7 WAL D F 7 L0 da)iE, B Eh
R THEOT - ROABMEEZ S
NTWET, 7—Fr bbb R sh 53
Mo 1 >T4, 20192 H 27 H, #7—7
Moz 7T—r =iz, Vv Foxrr - ¥o
— N A B R R A P - R R

FHFGEFT & FEFC. [ BAET —F2 ROKA

Jibal al-Lawz in Northern Tabuk Province is
considered a habitat for wild almonds, especially
in the highlands and foothills. AlImond is one of
medicinal plants used in cosmetic products. On
February 27, 2019, Tabuk Green Association in
Tabuk Province announced its success of

experiment in cultivating plant tissues for 'bitter'
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wild almond tree, in collaboration with Plant
Tissue Culture Laboratory at Plant Production
Department in College of Food and Agriculture

Sciences at King Saud University in Riyadh.
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Regarding livestock, camels in Tabuk Province
reached 68,723, sheep amounted to 1,070,977,

and there are fifteen poultry projects.
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2.4 Agriculture in Jizan Province
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There are clay agricultural lands beside valleys
and yellow agricultural lands, which are more
abundant, in Jizan province (o't 4ikis), This
Province comprises 31,018 farms, with a total of
2,336,801 trees. The area of agricultural crops in
this province amounts to 54,867 ha. Regarding
fisheries, its natural fish production volume is
eleven thousand tons of fish annually. This
province also includes a natural marine reserve

and five fish farms.
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In 1982, some tropical fruit varieties were
introduced to Jazan Province. Due to their
economic significance in its market, agriculture
enthusiasts in this province took its initiative to
cultivate these fruits. Jazan Province is home to
around four million tropical fruit trees, including
five types: mangoes, figs, bananas, guavas, and
papayas. The annual production of these fruits is

approximately 107,000 tons.
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As of 2022, fig trees reached approximately
498,206, producing two thousand tons annually.
Guava trees amounted to 10,366, yielding 310
tons annually. Papaya trees numbered around
104,953, with an annual production of 5,200 tons.
Additionally, there are one million mango trees

producing 65,000 tons annually. Jazan Province




. #91,159,844 KD 3T FDARPERK 34,795
b AIFEL TUWE T, INNO—FBD S T,
TRV NFFRF T Y BRSO N
THERAEELTHET,

has the largest farms producing bananas in this
area, with approximately 1,159,844 banana trees
yielding around 34,795 tons annually. Some farms
in this province produce unique varieties of

bananas, such as red bananas and blue bananas.
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Concerning corn cultivation, farmers in Jazan
Province eagerly anticipate different corn planting
seasons, including famous 'Mazarat al-Makhrat'
season, which arrives in mid-October each year.
Other seasons include 'Shabb Season,' 'Autumn
Season,’ and 'Saudat Season.' Various types of
corn are cultivated in its provincial plains,
including white corn, red corn, Shahlah corn, and
Shahabi corn, in addition to Qahriyah corn and

Gharb corn.
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2.5 Agriculture in Qassim Province
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Qassim Province is considered one of the most
important agricultural provinces in the Kingdom,
benefiting from various agricultural factors. These
include a suitable climate for agriculture and fertile

soil.




Aerial view of the farms in Qassim. (SPA)
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This province is known for cultivating a variety of
fruits such as pomegranates, lemons, local
apples, mangoes, berries, peaches, and guavas.
In 2021, according to the statistics of Ministry of
Environment, Water, and Agriculture, fruit
production in this province reached approximately
109,858 tons, cultivated across an area of about

5,759.97 ha.
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This province also hosts various agricultural
crops, including various types of dates, tomatoes,
cucumbers, and parsley. As for protected
greenhouses in this province, they reached
approximately 14,627 in 2020, producing and
supplying 115,747 tons of agricultural products.
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2.6 Agriculture in Hail Province
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Hail Province is known for its cold, dry winter
climate and moderate climate in summer, as well

as being characterized by fertile soil. Therefore,
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this province is known for various agricultural

crops, with barley cultivation being active.
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Barley cultivation area reached approximately
198,714 dunams, accounting for 21.2 percent of
total barley cultivated areas in the Kingdom. It
secured third position in forage cultivation, with a
cultivated area of 556,871 dunams, accounting for
11.4 percent of total forage cultivated areas in the

Kingdom.
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Additionally, Hail Province is known for open-field
winter vegetable cultivation. It ranked second after
Riyadh Province in potato cultivation, accounting
for 33 percent of the total cultivated area,
according to the Agricultural Production Survey
Bulletin for 2019 by the General Authority for

Statistics.
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2.7 Agriculture in and Jawf Province
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Al-Jawf Province (<5l 4ilic) has been known for
agriculture since ancient times, as fossilized olive
trees were found over an area not exceeding
25,000 dunams (pis0).

According to the statistics of al-Jawf International
Olive Festival, olive trees in al-Jawf exceeded
twenty-five million trees comprising thirty types. It
produces more than 150,000 tons of table olives
annually and over eighteen thousand tons of olive
oil, representing 67 percent of total production in
the Kingdom.

One of olive varieties prevalent in al-Jawf is
'Picholine’ variety, which is considered a dual-
purpose variety. It has low sensitivity to frost and
drought, and it can tolerate peacock spot disease
that affects olive trees. Originally from France,
Picholine variety is used for both green and black

pickling, and it contains a moderate amount of oil.
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'Zaiti' variety is sensitive to Verticillium wilt and to
infestation by olive borer insect. It can tolerate
peacock spot disease. Fruit size ranges from
small to medium, and it produces a substantial

amount of oil, reaching about 30 percent.
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Palm trees reached 984,048 trees, producing
more than seventy thousand tons of dates,
including various varieties, with the most famous

being Holwa al-Jawf dates.

Al-Jawf Province is renowned for cultivating alfalfa
and ranked first by planting 1.3 million dunams,
accounting for 33.2 percent of total alfalfa

cultivation area in the Kingdom.

It also ranked first in wheat cultivation, with a
cultivated area of 229,000 dunams, accounting for
25.6 percent, according to Agricultural Production
Survey Bulletin for 2019 by General Authority for

Statistics.

It hosts over two million fruit trees that yield an
annual production of 170,000 tons. Among these
fruits are peaches, apricots, plums, figs, grapes,

apples, pears, watermelons, and cantaloupes.
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Al-Jawf Province comprises more than 3,500
agricultural projects, 12,500 farms, and eight

agricultural companies.
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2.8 Agriculture in al-Bahah Province
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Al-Bahah Province (Al 4kis) js among Saudi

provinces that experience seasonal commercial
activity in agricultural sector within this province
and its affiliated governorates, and extending to

other regions and cities.
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Due to availability of opportunities for agricultural
success, including water resources and fertile soil,
agricultural production in al-Bahah Province

encompasses all varieties of fruits.
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Agriculture in its centers has been the most
practiced profession during past decades, with its
local population actively engaged in farming. This
has brought them various commercial benefits
that contribute to improvement of life and
development of villages. Agriculture remains a
significant part of this province's trade, and its
produce is exported to various parts of the

Kingdom.
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In al-Bahah Province, various fruits are cultivated,
with planting typically starting from February to
March. Harvesting times vary, with pomegranates
harvested from August to September, grapes from
July to August, figs from June to July, and olives

from September to November.
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Pomegranate is one of prevalent fruits in al-Bahah
Province. According to approximate statistics of
Pomegranate Cooperative Association in al-
Bahah Province, its farms are around three
thousand, distributed across several governorates
and centers in this province, including historical
valleys such as Wadi Turbah (%5 ¢215), Wadi
Zahran (o)) ¢2's), Wadi Bida (lx s2)s), Wadi
Marawa (33 2'5), Bani Harir (L~ &), and Bani
Adwan(u)se ).

Additionally, there are several other centers like
Barahrah (s_s_d)), Mashugah (& s324), and Bani
Kabir (LS ).
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Bananas are cultivated in al-Bahah Province,
specifically in the historical village of Dhee Ain (2
=), during both summer and winter seasons. Its

cultivation is considered one of passed-down
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Village's farms produce approximately 72,000 kg
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7 sweeter in winter compared to summer.




