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4. Agricultural tourism in Saudi

Arabia
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Agrotourism is one of aspects of
tourist attraction, where tourists can
visit farms, enjoy agricultural activities
and rural life, and learn about plant
and organic agriculture for purposes
of entertainment and knowledge. In
return, agrotourism contributes to
development of farmers and their
agricultural products through
financing measures, providing
employment opportunities for
farmers, and fostering tourism and

economic growth.
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4.1 Agricultural tourism in

provinces of Saudi Arabia
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In Qassim Province, agricultural
tourism is a fundamental pillar of
agricultural economy. It encompasses

twenty-one projects for agricultural
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and rural tourism, including four
licensed farms with rural lodgings.
More than thirteen annual events
related to agricultural products are
held, such as Date Festival of
Buraydah (3x_»), Date Festival of
Unayzah (3):e), Grape Festival,
Strawberry Festival, Pomegranate
Festival, and Pumpkin Festival.
Additionally, most of Qassim’s farms
have become destinations for locals
and those interested in rural tourism
during summer, such as Ancient
Sabbakh Farms (Fluall ¢ ) %)
surrounded by a collection of
orchards, Falaeh Unayzah (s ke 38),
orchards in al-Midhnab («:dl), and
farms in al-Bada'i (&), al-Khabra
(¢1a)), ash-Shimasiyyah (dledll),

and al-Turufiyyah (d_kl).
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In Makkah al-Mukarramah Province,
particularly between governorates of

Jeddah (322), Khulays (u=43), al-Lith
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(<dl)), al-Qunfudhah (s24@l), and Taif
(«\all), many farmers have invested
in their farms, which consist of roses,
fruits, and honey. They have
transformed them into agricultural
tourism projects, developing and
preparing them. These farms include
a large number of greenhouses of
various sizes and open agricultural
fields that feature diverse and

abundant agricultural varieties.
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4.2 Cooperative Agri-Rural

Tourism Association (Refana)
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Cooperative Agri-Rural Tourism

Association was established in the
Kingdom with approval of Ministry of
Human Resources and Social
Development. This association
collaborates with government entities,
private sector, cooperatives, and
charitable organizations to promote

culture of agricultural and rural
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ER elements of their farms, establishing
rural farms and lodgings, marketing
them, and providing job opportunities
for young men and women in rural
areas while helping in their

development.




