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In Bahrain, date palm has long stood at heart of
daily life and cultural identity. From ancient times
to present, it has served not only as a vital source
of food but also as a material for housing, fuel,
and tools. During Dilmun civilization’s era (s
uslaslas)) Bahrain's natural springs and fertile
soil supported oasis agriculture, with date palm

playing a central role in sustaining communities.
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However, discovery of oil in 20th century and
rapid urbanization pace brought significant
changes to traditional farming practices.
Challenges such as freshwater depletion, soil
salinity, and spread of invasive pests have
severely impacted date palm cultivation. Number
of date palms has declined from approximately
890,000 to around 530,000, and annual
production now falls short of 16,000 tons—

insufficient to meet domestic demand.
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Recognizing cultural and symbolic importance of
date palm, Bahraini government has launched
initiatives to preserve and revitalize this industry.
These efforts include establishment of gene
banks, adoption of tissue culture techniques, and
strengthening of quarantine systems.
Nonetheless, modernization across entire supply
chain—from harvesting and processing to
distribution and marketing—remains an ongoing

challenge.
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To ensure sustainable revival of date palm sector,
it is essential to integrate traditional knowledge
with modern technologies, foster collaboration
with local communities, and develop models that
maintain ecological stability. Date palm is more

than just a crop; it is a living embodiment of
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Bahrain’s history and heritage, continuing to play
a vital role in nation’s identity.
(This section is based on insights from “Date Palm

Status and Perspective in Bahrain — Springer”).

2. BIREXE

2. Contemporary Agriculture in
Bahrain
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Bahrain’s agricultural sector continues to expand,
with gross value added projected to increase by
4.7% year-on-year in 2023. This sector
encompasses crop cultivation, livestock farming,
forestry, fishing, and aquaculture. To ensure a
stable food supply, Bahraini government has
implemented new regulations, including measures
to protect marine resources and a ban on export
of fish and shellfish.

Historically, Bahrain has served as a key trading
hub, and natural resources such as date palms
remain valuable to the region. In response to
consumer demand, agricultural activities such as
vegetable cultivation, poultry farming, and dairy

production are steadily developing.
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Key Opportunities and Trends in Bahrain’s

Agricultural Sector are as follows;

a. BN LiffEEss oiafb

a. Enhancing the Food Processing Value Chain
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Improving food processing value chain involves
expanding and optimizing each stage of
production, from farm to table. This includes
fostering partnerships between farmers and
businesses to develop tailored packaging and
brand development strategies. Additionally, by
utilizing by-products and residual materials, it is
possible to extract valuable components and
create market-ready products. These efforts
contribute to greater operational efficiency,

promote sustainability, and support creation of




high-value-added goods from previously unused

resources.

b. BEDERbHE

b. Advancing Agricultural Digitalization
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To meet rising food demand, Bahrain’s agricultural
sector is embracing digital technologies. Through
using artificial intelligence, data analytics, and
connected sensors, farmers can enhance crop
yields, improve resource efficiency, and
strengthen both sustainability and climate
resilience. Moreover, expanding digital
infrastructure and establishing direct-to-consumer
sales channels are helping producers reach

broader markets.

c. BEEOER c. Developing Agricultural Tourism
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new opportunities in agricultural tourism. Initiatives
such as open farm visits, guided tours, community
festivals, and farm-to-table dining experiences are
expected to position agriculture as a valuable

tourism resource.

d. BEREE KPR OEA

d. Promoting Vertical Farming and

Hydroponics
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Given Bahrain’s limited arable land, vertical
farming and hydroponic systems offer practical
solutions. These methods enable high-efficiency
urban cultivation while conserving space and
water, contributing to sustainable resource

management.

e. KURMHIEIEY DRFFE

e. Researching Climate-Resilient Crops
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In facing climate change, research into climate-
resilient crops is essential for securing long-term
food stability. A deeper understanding of plant,
soil, and microbial resilience will support to
introduce crops that mitigate climate risks and

reduce reliance on imports.

f. BIHEDILF

f. Expanding Sustainable Aquaculture
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Aquaculture presents opportunities for sustainable
marine resource management and localized value
creation. By strengthening domestic processing
and distribution—including related industries such
as fish feed production—Bahrain can retain more
value within its borders and reduce dependence

on raw exports.
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This section draws upon the Tamkeen Sector Profiles:

Agriculture (March 2024 edition).




