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In 7 Arabian Peninsula countries,
automobiles have been main mode of
transport since they began to accept
Western modernization. Automobiles are
widely used not only in urban areas and on
long-distance highways but also deep in
deserts and mountainous regions. They
have become indispensable for residents,
replacing animals such as camels

traditionally used for transport and riding.
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In recent years, use of aircraft has rapidly
increased due to convenience for long-
distance travel. They are now used not
only for international and intercity transport
but also for travel and cargo to remote
areas. Many airports, including regional
ones, have been developed, and new
international airports with latest facilities
have been built in major cities. Some of

these airports also serve as airbases.
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Aircraft are also used for border security
and desert surveillance. In Saudi Arabia,
security systems using aircraft have been
strengthened along with expansion of

surveillance roads.
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Sea routes have long been used for trade.
Since oil discovery in 1932, ports have
been developed for oil and gas exports,
with several of world’s largest export ports
located there. In recent years, efforts to

reduce dependence on oil revenues have
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led to industrial development and
construction of industrial complexes,
resulting in new commercial ports and

expansions.
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Coastal shipping was so prosperous in
ancient times that Arabia was called “Rich
Arabia (Arabia Felix).” In Middle Ages,
there were maritime histories such as
marine empire of Oman and Pirate Coast,
now United Arab Emirates. Today, records
are few except for traditional Gulf trade
with Iran and ferry services to remote

islands.
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Tourism development has brought new
trends. Cruise terminals have opened in
Jeddah, and Red Sea cruises have started
in 2021. Cruise Saudi also launched its
own cruise ship in 2024, and similar trends

are expected in other countries.
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Railways, which have seen significant
growth in past decade, will be discussed in
next chapter, “57. Introducing railways as a

new transportation system.”




