TS TRESESTRE Main roads connecting
Arabian Peninsula
mALL— b 1 North-South Route Option 1
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(Arabian Gulf Coastal Road to Arabian Sea
Coast)
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Route Option 1 heads southeast from
Turaif («_k) to Arar (Ue_<), Rafha (skad)),
and Hafar Al Batin (cbW i), where it
crosses road from Kuwait (< s<1') to
Majma’ah (iz=«a<ll), then continues to Abu
Hadriyah (2 si). It joins Gulf Road
coming from Kuwait via Khafji (>&)) and

goes to Dammam (plell).
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Gulf Road has a bypass via Jubail (J=al)) to
Dammam. In Dammam, a 25-kilometer
causeway branches to Manamah (4sLill),
and further south at Salwa (s s\-), another

branch goes to Doha (&)
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At Batha (s\sk'), route turns northeast and
follows coast through Abu Dhabi (.- 5i)
and Dubai (?) to Khasab («w=3) at
northern tip of Musandam Peninsula (4«
adiwa 3y 32), then reverses and runs to

) via Fujayrah (3_sxdll) and
Sohar (U==). Finally, it heads southwest to

Muscat (Liwe

Salalah (d3u=) via Nizwa (s5.*) and Haima
().
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North-South Route Option 2
(Inland Route)
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Route Option 2 heads from Qurayyat
(<=4_4) to Dumat al-Jundal (Jxial) 4 53), then
passes via Jawf-Hayil highway (-l G b
aodl ) newly built across Nafud Al
Kabir Desert (L)) 2 44ill), and continues
south through Qasim (~»<ill), then via
Majma’ah (iz>4ll) to Riyadh (c=b)).
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It then proceeds to Kharj (z_*), where a
branch goes east via Haradh (u=,~) to
Batha (s+\=Lk.l) at UAE border. Main route
continues south via Layla () to Wadi ad-

Dawasir (15l (s305).
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From there, it heads southeast to
Sharourah (5,5.,<), then south to Al
Wadiah, (3x231) crossing Yemen border,
and reaches Al Abr (_=l), where Wilfred
Thesiger stopped at a well during his
second crossing of Rub’ al Khali Desert
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At Al Abr crossroads, route splits into
three: one goes straight south to Aden
(c2=) along Gulf of Aden, one goes east via
Shibam (;14), and one goes west via Ma’rib
(«,k) to Sana’a (slxiw).
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North-South Route Option 3

(Sarawat Mountainous Route)
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Route Option 3 starts south from Halat
Ammar (_lke 4) on Jordanian border,
splits off a branch at Tabuk (£5) heading
east to Jouf (<s2). Then Route Option 3
continues southeast through Tayma (sles),
where another branch splits off east to
Hayil (Liladl).
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Main route then continues to Abha (\l) via
Khaybar (L), Madinah (5,5l duaall),
Mecca (3«), Taif (), and Bahah (alll).
Between Taif and Bahah, two nearly
parallel mountainous roads run along
Sarawat Mountains (<= Jua).
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From Abha, route continues south, and at
Dhahran Al Janub (<siall ¢l »k) branches
east toward Najran (o)) and Sharourah
(305%). From there, this mountainous route
crosses Yemen border and continues
further south, passing through Sa’dah
(3+=), Sana’a (s\xix), and Ibb (<!) before

reaching Aden ().
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North-South Route Option 4

(Sarawat Mountainous Route)
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Route Option 4 starts south from Haq|
(J&=), deepest part of Red Sea, then
follows coast through Duba (w=), Wajh
(4>51), Umluj (z&!), Yanbu (&), Rabigh
(&), King Abdullah Economic City (4
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It crosses Yemen border to Hudaydah
(3x2s1), then from T-junction near Mokha
(wall)  goes east to Taiz (U=3), and

continues south to Aden (ua=).
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East-West Route 1
(Transpeninsula Route)
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East-west connection across Arabian
Peninsula is almost limited to Dammam
(pw) — Riyadh (u=k)) — Jeddah (32»)
highway, starting from Dammam, passing
Riyadh, Dhalm (%) , and Makkah (3%x),
and reaching Jeddah.

B IED 1991 4F, 71 7 U (adal)
(Khafji)is 1 7 7 DRt %51, V= v &
(Jeddah)~#t#Ed~ 5 72 D12 Z O3 Z @i L
TeBRIZiE, FEITHERTLE, Z2HUE s
MANC IR AZEIEIZ < H Y FEATL,

During 1991 Gulf War, when Khafji (&1
was bombarded by Iraq and we crossed
this route to seek refuge in Jeddah, it was
still under construction. This shows east-

west traffic was traditionally very low.
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Two bypasses exist. One runs from Riyadh
through Majma’ah (izeaxll), Qasim (as<ill),
and Madinah (s sl 44ll), then goes down
to Jeddah. Another is Old Makkah Road,
branching in Riyadh, passing Shaqgra
(+)8%), Al Duwadmi (=21511), and Afif(<ase),

then rejoining at Dhalm (al).
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Oman highway opened in 2017 runs from
near Batha (slkil) to lbri (s_x=) via
Shubaytah (anill), Shaybah (3wil) and
Markaz ash Shaybah (Axdll S ). It
connects with route from Batha to Riyadh
via Haradh (u=_~) and Kharj (z_*), creating
a major corridor linking Muscat (ki) with
Riyadh (=) and Jeddah (32»).
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Another possible east-west route runs from
Muscat ((-i-s)) to Aden (c2=) along Arabian
Sea (w4 _~) and Gulf of Aden (e z13),
but due to lack of details and security

issues in Yemen, it is not discussed here.
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East-West Route 2
(Southern Transpeninsula Route)
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Omani government has established Al
Mazyunah Free Zone (&5 3L 3_all dilidll) to
promote overland trade with Yemen and
East Africa. A main road connects Muscat
(kéus) to Al Mazyuna (%5 <) via Nizwa
(s2%) and Haima (L), providing a vital link
across Oman. From Al Mazyuna, another
road continues to Aden (u) through
Seiyun (0si), Al-Khasha'a (3=iall),
Shabwah (35:4), and Mudiyah (42«), and

this route has already been secured,
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enabling active trade between Oman and

Yemen.
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Saudi government, to support Yemeni
government, avoids areas claimed by
Houthis (05l &) Lil) and uses a route
through Riyadh (c=b_V), Al-Kharj (z V),
Layla (<L), Wadi al Dawasir (- sl s315),
Sultanah (&lals), Sharorah (3_5.%), Al
Wadiah (3=24l'), Al Abr (_x<l'), Shabwah
(352%), and Mudiyah (4:25<) to reach Aden

().
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One branch from Al Abr extends east and
joins Aden—Al Mazyuna route at Al-
Khasha‘a (4=3al)). Another branch from Al
Abr heads west to Sana’a (s\»2=) via Marib
(«_k), and from Sana’a the road continues
to Al Hudaydah (sx2al),
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At present, East-West Route 2 connects

Muscat (ki) and Aden (u2=). By joining
Route 1 through Riyadh (u=L_), one can
reach Jeddah (3»). In future, once civil war
ends, Route 2 will also secure roads
between Muscat (-é«) and Al Hudaydah

(33aadh),




