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Railways in Bahrain
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Bahrain does not have metro lines or
railways at present, but construction of a
national metro network is about to begin.
Railway links with Saudi Arabia and Qatar
through GCC Railway will also be
developed, and Bahrain is expected to

become an important hub in GCC

transport.
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Bahrain, an island country, was connected
to Saudi Arabia in 1986 by King Fahd
Causeway (2Skll ysa). This link made
Bahrain an important gateway for eastern
Saudi Arabia. At the same time, Bahrain
became an easy weekend destination for
many Saudi residents, who lived under
strict social rules at that time. Opening of
this causeway was a historic event for both

countries.
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GCC Railway now under development may
become an even greater turning point. For
Bahrain to grow as a center of economy,
logistics, and transport in GCC, it must not
remain a dead-end in railway plans. It

needs to be part of a main route.
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King Hamad Causeway (Sl jua),
planned as a second link with Saudi
Arabia, has long been expected. A link with
Qatar was agreed in 2005, but it stopped
after diplomatic relations were cut. After
Qatar returned to GCC, relations improved,
and in 2024 both countries agreed to
restart Qatar—Bahrain Causeway
(croadiskd yua), This will place both
countries again on a main route of GCC

Railway.
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Inside Bahrain, population growth has
caused heavy traffic and air pollution, and
improvement of public transport has
become urgent. After study, Bahraini
government decided to introduce Bahrain
Metro (e~ 55) as a new urban railway
system. Work on the first phase is moving
toward implementation. Bahrain Metro will
provide a transfer station with Bahrain
International Airport, and roles will be
divided so that metro serves domestic
travel and GCC Railway serves

international travel.
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2. Bahrain Metro Project
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Bahrain Metro (¢~ 55i) is part of Bahrain
Vision 2030 and is considered an important
pillar for national development. A network
of four lines with a total length of 109 km is
planned, to be built in stages. In 2017 it
was approved as a national strategic
project.
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Bahrain Metro Full Network Proposal (109km)

presented by Ministry of Transportation and Telecommunication
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In 2018 demand studies, preliminary
design, economic and financial studies,
procurement strategy, and technical
specifications for Phase 1 were completed.
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Phase 1 covers 29 km and includes two
lines with twenty stations. One line
connects Bahrain International Airport and

Seef District, and another connects Juffair




L&D ANV A B REEER & i
BRICER Y #A X BROSER T HivE 3, HLfi SR
TA V2T ATRRE S AL, EERE S TR
43,000 NIZiET % HIAZ T,

and Isa Town education area. Transfer
stations will be located at Bahrain Financial
Harbour Station and Central Market
Station. A depot will be built in Isa Town,
and transport capacity is expected to reach

43,000 passengers per hour.

Phase 1
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presented by Ministry of Transportation and Telecommunication
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Although called a metro, Bahrain Metro is a
light tram-type railway with driverless
operation. Operating speed is planned to
be around 80 km per hour. Most sections
will be elevated, and some parts will be
underground. A connection with GCC
Railway is planned through King Hamad
International Station (3 s2llaaslliddass) in

Ramliya (W) area.
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3. GCC Railway Project in Bahrain

presented by Ministry of Transportation and Telecommunication
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GCC Railway is a regional railway network
designed to meet transport needs of GCC
countries. It will offer an alternative to road,
air, and sea transport. It is expected to
support economic growth, reduce logistics
costs, promote regional trade, support
industries, create jobs, and strengthen
institutional capacity for railway

development.
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In Bahrain, railway connection with Saudi
Arabia will be built through King Hamad
Causeway (=Sl ua). This new link will
run parallel to King Fahd Causeway

(2¢8SWdl yua) and will include four road lanes
and two railway tracks over a total length of
57 km. King Hamad International Station
(A sallaeaslliddasns) will be built in Al-Ramli
() area and will connect with Dammam
(pLed) Station in Saudi Arabia. When
completed, travel across the border will
become smooth. King Hamad International
Station will also connect with Bahrain

International Airport and future metro lines,




becoming a key junction for domestic and

international transport.

King Hamad Causeway

(September 18, 2018, News of Bahrain)
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Qatar—Bahrain Causeway (s sl ki jua)
will connect north of Askar (US«<) village in
Bahrain with Ras Eshairij (z_ il ) in
Qatar. Total length will be 40 km. More
than 18 km will be embankments and 22
km will be bridges and viaducts. Triangular
cable-stay bridges will allow passage of
cargo ships. This link will include four road
lanes and two railway tracks. Travel time
between both countries will be reduced
from about five hours to around thirty
minutes. Project cost is estimated at 5to 8
billion dollars, and completion is planned
for 2030.




Qatar-Bahrain Friendship Bridge

(December, 2025, News of Nahrain)

ZOBDTERIZED , S A bl F—
JUiE GCC #hE DX & L TokEIZH 5
LRV ET, AL A ENITIENY
— 77« B e Pl — U (o Als el

hla), AL A CEBRZERR T L TR
ET AT =N (S ORIZE 5 1 BROF
SN EINTWETA, ERARRET
E TN TVERA,

With this link, Bahrain and Qatar will
become central hubs of GCC Railway.
Three stations are expected inside
Bahrain: Khalifa bin Salman Port

(Ol (Aslaclie), Bahrain International
Airport, and one more station between the
airport and Askar (_S-=). Final decisions

have not yet been made.




PLANNED PAN-GULF RAIL NETWORK
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Key rail routes connecting Saudi Arabia, UAE, Oman, Qatar, Kuwait and Bahrain (December 10, 2025, Gulf News)



