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Yemeni Railway
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Yemen (u<d) has no railway and no metro today.
City transport depends mainly on roads, and daily
life is supported by donkey carts, minibuses, and
taxis that work in informal ways. It seems unlikely

that railway or metro will be built in near future.
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Looking back in history, during World War | in
1916, Royal Engineers of British India built a
metre gauge railway from Ma'alla (>=) in Aden
(c3=) to Sheikh Othman (olie &), Later it was
extended to El Khudad (21:811), reaching about 47
kilometers in length. Northwestern Railway of
British India managed operation, and trains ran

until 1929, after which this line was closed.

MARLA WHARF AND ADEN EAILWAY .

‘Aden Railway’(foreground) and ‘Aden Port Tramway'(to the rear) (British India Society (FIBIS))
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Aden Railway 1931 Map (British India Society (FIBIS))



Images form Aden / Yemen 1915 — 1917 (Great War (1914-1918) Forum)
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There is also a story that Ottoman Empire (33l
4uldall) proposed to extend Hejaz Railway (s 4.
Jaall) into Yemen, but no clear evidence exists, so

this idea is considered speculative.
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In 21st century, Yemen government started again
to think about railway as part of modern transport.
In 2005 a study was launched, and in 2008 Gulf
Cooperation Council (>3l o5l ulas, GCC)
agreed to include Yemen in regional railway
network. Yemen hoped for a coastal route starting
from Aden (c2=) and linking with Gulf states. In
2010 a large plan was announced, about 2,500
kilometers long and cost 3.5 billion US dollars. It
was designed to run from Saudi Arabia (42 s=udl)
border through Aden (c2=) to Oman (ce), and
talks were held with companies from United
Kingdom (s:aial 4sledll), Germany (wildl), Russia
(L), India (::¢)'), and United States (3asiall <bY ll)

under build operate transfer scheme. But civil
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conflict, political instability, and lack of funds

stopped progress, and this plan was suspended.




