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Qatar Railways Company (Qatar Rail (ks
Jdu)), known as Qatar Rail, is a Qatari state
owned railway company that manages
development, construction, operation, and
maintenance of Qatar national rail network.
This company was established in 2011 and
supervises three major systems, which are
Doha Metro (=3l 55), Lusail Tram (p!_5
Jwa ), and Long Distance Passenger and
Freight Rail.

Qatar Rail supports national goals for
modern mobility and sustainable transport

in Qatar.
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Qatar Government Communication Office

published an official statement that
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explains national policy for Doha Metro

(A= 5 5ie) and Lusail Tram (Je s &) 5).

This statement describes how Qatar Rail
manages these systems and how they
support mobility, major events, and long
term development of Qatar. Its original

statement is as follows.
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“Managed by Qatar Rail, Qatar’'s multi-
billion-dollar, state-of-the-art rail network
comprises the Doha Metro and Lusail
Tram. Since its launch in 2019, the 76-km
metro has served over 2 million
passengers until 2024. Complementing
this, the Lusail Tram, has transported over
5.5 million riders since its operation in
2022.

The network has supported Qatar’s hosting
of major events while driving its urban
development and sustainability goals.
During the FIFA World Cup 2022™ alone,
the Doha Metro and Lusail Tram

successfully served over 18.2 million fans.”
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For Long Distance Passenger and Freight
Rail, Qatar Ministry of Transport reported
progress at GCC Transport Ministers
Committee Meeting on November 7, 2024.
Its minister explained that GCC countries
continue to invest in shared transport
projects, including GCC Railways Project
(sl alae 3aa 380 ¢ 5 55), which aims to

connect GCC countries and improve
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movement of trade, logistics, and industrial
goods.

This minister also explained that this
project will support economic zones, main
ports, and safe transport for passengers
and cargo. His original statement is as

follows :
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“Thanks to GCC country leaders’
considerable attention to the importance of
investing in GCC shared projects, the
minister said, several transportation
projects have been launched, on top of
them is the GCC Railways Project to
connect GCC countries together, given the
positive direct impacts on streamlining
GCC trade movement and contribution to
connecting the logistic facilities and
economic and industrial zones to the main
ports, thereby enhancing their economic
role and helping support the trade
exchange with Asia and Europe, let alone
providing safe services of passenger and

cargo transportation.

Minister Your Excellency Jassim bin Saif
bin Ahmed Al Sulaiti (Jelwll o anls) said
that the common action on that project is
advancing significantly, to see the light of
the day in 2030.”
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Doha Metro (4=l 55is) is a rapid transit
system that serves Doha city and nearby
districts.

This system has three lines, which are Red
Line (»aY) kall), Green Line (bay) Lall),
and Gold Line (23 kal)). These lines form
a network with a total operational length of
76 km and 37 stations.

Line lengths are 40 km for Red Line, 22 km

for Green Line, and 14 km for Gold Line.
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A Blue Line is planned with a length of 17.5
km.

Doha Metro trains operate with a top speed
of 107 km/h, which supports fast and

reliable travel across Doha.
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Phase 1 opened in 2019 and became fully
operational by September 2020. Future
expansion, known as Phase 2, will extend
existing lines and introduce Blue Line.
Qatar Rail has not published a completion
date or confirmed station numbers for this
phase. Planning work continues as part of
Qatar long term strategy for sustainable

mobility.
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A Doha Metro train on Red Line  (Wikipedia)
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designed to support daily travel inside
Lusail (J=4) and to connect major districts,

residential areas, and waterfront zones.
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This tram network has two operating lines,
and two more lines are planned for future
expansion.

Its first phase opened on January 1, 2022.
Orange Line had six original underground
air conditioned stations, and future
extensions will open step by step as
development of Lusail continues.

This light rail network will include 10.4 km
of underground tracks and 22.7 km of
surface and elevated tracks. It will have
about 8 km of single track and 25 km of
double track, with a total of 37 passenger

stations planned for full operation.
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Lusail Tram is also connected to Doha
Metro (4= 5 _s). Lusail Metro, which is a
station on Doha Metro Red Line (&)
Y1), will connect to future Purple Line of
this tram system. Leqtaifiya Metro, another
station on Red Line, is already linked to
Leqtaifiya station of Pink Line and Orange
Line, and this connection opened on April
8, 2024.
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A Lusail Tram  (November 12, 2020, Alstom)
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Long Distance Passenger and Freight Rail
Long Distance Passenger and Freight Rail
is planned as part of Gulf Cooperation
Council Railway (sl adse s 380 ¢ 5 ),
a 2,117 km GCC regional network that will
connect Qatar with Saudi Arabia and

Bahrain through planned causeways.
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This system will also link major cities and
industrial zones inside Qatar and support
long distance travel for both passengers
and freight. According to project
summaries that are publicly available, this
long distance system will be developed in
four phases and will reach about 350 km

when completed.
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Phase 1 includes 143 km of track, one
passenger station, three freight yards, one
intermodal yard, 26 bridges, and 59

culverts.
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This system is designed with five main
lines that connect key areas of Qatar.
These lines include a freight line from
Mesaieed Port to Ras Laffan, mixed
passenger and freight lines from Doha to
Dukhan, Doha to Al Shamal, and Doha to
Saudi Arabia, and a high speed passenger
line from Doha to Bahrain through a

planned causeway.
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Operating speeds for this system are
planned as 220 to 350 km/h for passenger
trains and about 120 km/h for freight trains.

These speeds will support fast intercity
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travel and efficient movement of goods
across Qatar and to neighboring GCC

countries.
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This long distance system has a strategic
purpose for Qatar. It will link major
industrial zones such as Ras Laffan,
Mesaieed, and Dukhan, provide a national
freight backbone, enable intercity
passenger travel, and connect Qatar to
Saudi Arabia and Bahrain through GCC
Railway.
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Qatar Rail support Qatar National Vision
2030 by developing modern and integrated
transport infrastructure and by encouraging
private sector participation in rail related
industries.




