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Yemen (u<d') has rich cultural heritage and natural
scenery that continue from ancient times, and it
holds ecological value that is important worldwide.
In 2010, international visitors reached 536,020,
tourism revenue reached 1.29 billion USD, and

tourism accounted for 4.2% of national GDP.
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From 2011 to 2012, Yemen entered a crisis
triggered by Revolution of Houthi movement
(usdsal) against President Ali Abdullah Saleh (e
zlla 4l 2e), who had led this country for 33 years.
In September 2014, Houthi forces (osfsl)
advanced into Sana’a (sxx=), and President
Abdrabbuh Mansour Hadi (s ) saic 42 xe) fled
to Aden (c2=) and formed an interim government.
Their conflict then expanded into a complex civil
war involving Southern Transitional Council (STC)

(sl Juy) (dsall) and Al Qaeda in Arabian

Peninsula (ol 313 A saclall),
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Saudi Arabia (:25=4l) and United Arab Emirates
(32a3all A jall @l jLeY1) mediated formation of
Presidential Leadership Council (st 838l (ulas)
to pursue unity of Yemen. This framework
continues today, but unity has not been achieved,
political stability has not returned, and internal
disputes inside Council continue. Civil war, local
clashes, and worsening security keep Yemen

crisis serious even now.
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Because of this situation, humanitarian reports of
many international organizations frequently
highlight Yemen (c-4'), and countries such as
Japan, United States, Canada, and United
Kingdom prohibit travel to Yemen. As a result,
tourism in Yemen continues only in limited form,
mainly in places such as Socotra Island (s _kéx)
where conflict impact is relatively small, and only
visitors who accept certain levels of risk travel

there.
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Sana’a (s\»i) is one of the world’s oldest
continuously inhabited cities in world history,
known for its unique multi story, decorated houses

and narrow lanes.
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Socotra (s kiv) island often called “Galapagos of
Indian Ocean,” home to Dragon’s Blood Trees and
other unique species found nowhere else on

Earth.
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Aden (o) is a historic port city surrounded by
volcanic mountains known for ancient fortifications

and a natural harbor.
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Zabid (2x) is a historic town famous for its early
Islamic architecture and historically important
university and it is registered as a UNESCO World
Heritage Site.
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Shibam (2l:&) is famous for its centuries old mud
brick high rise buildings rising sharply from desert
scenery, and many people call it “Manhattan of

Desert.”
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Jabal Haraz ()~ d=), once a center of Thulaihid
dynasty in 11th century, lies between Sana’a
(slxi=) and Hudaydah (sx2s)) in Sarawat
Mountains (<l -3 Jua), and many of its

structures still remain today.




