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Kuwait's Tourism Policy
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Kuwait does not publish an independent “Tourism
White Paper,” but tourism policy is clearly placed
within Kuwait’s national development strategy.
This paper brings together only tourism-related
parts of documents released by Kuwait (<)

government.
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1. Tourism Policy Foundation and
Strategic Positioning

1.1 BELZALDOEL LTOBL

1.1 Tourism as a Pillar of Economic

Diversification
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Kuwait (<xs8l) National Vision places economic
diversification as a top national priority. Tourism is
positioned as an important industry for reducing

dependence on oil.
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According to Kuwait Government Online Portal
(2025), tourism sector is described as “one of key
pillars of Kuwait National Vision that supports
diversification of national revenues and
sustainable development.” Ministry of Foreign
Affairs (MOFA) explains in “National Vision 2035”
that Kuwait needs “a diversified economy
supported by a vibrant service industry, including

tourism.”
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1.2 Tourism Policy Linked to Urban

Development and Cultural Promotion
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Tourism development is closely connected with
urban modernization, preservation of cultural

heritage, and creation of attractive public spaces.
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National Development Plan from Ministry of
Information states that “urban development,
cultural promotion, and improvement of public
spaces” form important foundations for tourism.
Supreme Council for Planning and Development
(SCPD), which oversees Kuwait National Vision
2035, places “sustainable cities” and “creative
national talent” as foundations for tourism, culture,

and leisure.
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2. Strategic Objectives of Kuwait's
Tourism Policy
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2.1 Development of Island Tourism

Zones
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Islands such as Failakah Island (lslé3 1 3») and
Bubiyan Island (0 5.23+) are planned for
development as hubs for tourism, leisure, and

culture.
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Government announcements describe island
development as “key tourism and recreational

destinations supporting Kuwait Vision 2035.”
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2.2 Strengthening Cultural and Heritage
Tourism
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Policy aims to strengthen Kuwait cultural identity
through museums, cultural facilities, and

traditional markets.
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Ministry of Information highlights “promotion of
cultural tourism through museums, cultural

centers, and traditional markets.”
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2.3 Expansion of Urban Tourism and

Public Spaces
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Urban tourism resources such as Kuwait Towers
(<2580 #) i), Shaheed Park (e 4is), and

waterfront areas are being developed.
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National Development Plan states that “modern
urban attractions and public parks are important

elements of a livable and tourist friendly city.”
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2.4 Strengthening Event Tourism
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Kuwait is promoting international sports, cultural,

and business events.
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.Kuwait Government Online Portal states that
Kuwait is “hosting international events and
strengthening regional cooperation in tourism

sector.”
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2.5 Tourism Infrastructure Development
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Infrastructure development in airports,
transportation, and accommodation is central to

tourism growth.
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National Vision 2035 places “advanced
infrastructure development” as a foundation for
tourism and investment. Expansion of Kuwait
International Airport is considered a major driver

of tourism.
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3. Policy Tools and Implementation
Mechanisms
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3.1 Promoting Investment in the

Tourism and Hospitality Sector
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Government is actively attracting private and
foreign investment in hotels, entertainment

facilities, and leisure facilities.
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Kuwait Investment Promotion Authority (KDIPA)
report on “Tourism, Hotels, and Entertainment
Sector” presents investment opportunities and

incentives aligned with Kuwait Vision 2035..
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3.2 Regulatory and Institutional Support
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Tourism development is carried out through

cooperation among several ministries, including




Ministry of Information, Ministry of Public Works,

and Ministry of Finance.
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Documents from Supreme Council for Planning
and Development (SCPD), which oversees Kuwait
Vision 2035, emphasize cross ministerial

cooperation in tourism related projects.
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3.3 Utilizing Public-Private Partnerships
(PPPs)

FVBBR%E AR, AR 7 & T PPP O
AR THET,

PPP model is used for island development,
entertainment facilities, and infrastructure

development.
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Government development plans clearly state use

of PPPs in major tourism projects.
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4. Priority Tourism Development
Areas (2025-2035)

41 774 T h—B%,. BRERR

4.1 Redevelopment of Failakah Island

and Other Islands
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A flagship project combining archaeology, culture,

resort development, and ecotourism.
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4.2 Waterfront and Urban Leisure Zones
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Expansion of coastal promenades, marinas, and

mixed-use leisure districts is underway.
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4.3 Strengthening Cultural Districts and

Museums
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Strengthening of national museums, cultural

centers, and heritage preservation continues.
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4.4 Sports and Event Tourism
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Improvement of stadiums, arenas, and

event-hosting capacity is progressing.
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5. Challenges ldentified in Official
Documents
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Kuwait faces several challenges, including limited
tourism infrastructure compared with neighboring

countries, need for regulatory modernization,
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seasonal climate constraints, and reliance on

foreign workers in service industries.
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These issues are recognized in government

documents, and reforms are in progress.
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6. Conclusion
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Kuwait (< s8W) tourism policy is not presented as a
single document, but it is clearly expressed in
Kuwait Vision 2035, National Development Plan,
and government statements. Policy focuses on
economic diversification, strengthening cultural
identity, island development, urban modernization,

and attraction of international events.




