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Meetings, Incentives, Conferences & Exhibitions
(MICE) refers to a sector of business tourism
centered on organized events such as corporate
meetings, incentive travel programs, international
conferences, and large scale exhibitions. It is a
globally recognized high value tourism segment
that attracts professional visitors, generates
significant economic impact, and supports year

round demand.
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Within Bahrain’s “Tourism Strategy 2022-2026
(2026-2022 sl 4a0l yiul)” MICE & Business is
designated as one of seven strategic pillars that

drive tourism development in Bahrain. This pillar
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aims to increase visitor numbers and overall
tourism spending by attracting international events,
specialized exhibitions, and global conferences. It
also supports a national objective of diversifying
the economy and enhancing Bahrain’s position as
a regional and international hub for business

events.
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A central project representing this pillar is
Exhibition World Bahrain (ua_teall calall (sl 58 54)
in Sakhir (U2-<ll), a state of the art venue designed
to host major international exhibitions, conventions,
and corporate events. Its scale and modern
facilities symbolize Bahrain’s commitment to

strengthening its role in the global MICE industry.
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This venue has already hosted prominent events
such as ICCA Middle East Summit 2025, which
reinforced Bahrain’s growing visibility and
competitiveness in the regional MICE landscape.
ICCA stands for International Congress and
Convention Association.

By developing world class event infrastructure and
promoting Bahrain as a destination for business
gatherings, MICE & Business contributes directly to
goals of Tourism Strategy 2022—-2026. These goals
include expanding tourism products, increasing
tourism’s contribution to GDP, and attracting new
visitor segments aligned with Bahrain’s broader

Economic Recovery Plan (gbaiy) il da3),




Exhibition World Bahrain

ICCA Middle East Summit 2025
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3.3 Sports & Recreation
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Sports and recreation form an important pillar in
Tourism Strategy 2022—2026 of Bahrain (crx~3).
This pillar aims to build strong international
appeal by growing major sports events and by
creating easy access to adventure and leisure

activities.
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Bahrain (cx~l') works to expand global sports
events such as motorsports, endurance sports,
marine sports, and new areas like e sports.
Formula 1 Gulf Air Bahrain Grand Prix remains a
key event that brings many visitors every year.
ports tourism connects with recreation and
adventure activities such as diving, off road
driving, and marine leisure. These activities help
attract families and travelers who enjoy outdoor

experiences.
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Bahrain (cx~4l') continues to improve sports
facilities, including Bahrain International Circuit
(sl ) 4ds), Bahrain National Stadium (26w
bl adll), Shaikh Khalifa Sports City (A
Jualy )l Aals x4ll)) Royal Golf Club (Sl gaull

<l ll), Dive Bahrain (ceos3dl <als), and Nasser bin

Hamad Loop (2 ¢ »ali jlus) of 50 km.
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New projects support long term growth. Bahrain
Sports City (fzabll 02 aall 4) will include a
50,000 seat stadium, multi use halls, Olympic
pools, hotels, and commercial areas. UTB
Aquatic Sports Centre (<labll ba ol g€l dads Ky

44ll) will offer two Olympic pools and rooms for
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athletes. Gateway Gulf “The Park” (< 13) will
create a new space for leisure sports, retail, and

sports medicine.
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Sports events also support MICE activities,
which was mentioned on “3.2 Business and
Exhibitions (MICE & Business)’, such as
meetings and exhibitions. Bahrain (cu~d')
encourages private sector partnerships and
community participation to build a sustainable
sports environment. Youth development and
responsible use of marine and outdoor areas are

also important goals.

International Sports City

Formula 1 and Bahrain International Circuit (BIC)
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3.4 Culture & Heritage
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Culture, antiquities, and history form a major
pillar in Tourism Strategy 2022—-2026 of Bahrain
(cxoad)). This pillar aims to present 5,000 years
of heritage to global visitors by protecting
archaeological sites, restoring historic districts,

and strengthening cultural identity.
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Bahrain (c:~1') works to develop UNESCO
World Heritage Sites, improve museums and
cultural venues, and support creative industries
that help share national stories. Heritage tourism
also connects with community participation and

urban renewal, creating new cultural
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experiences for visitors and residents. By
expanding cultural infrastructure and promoting
authentic narratives, Bahrain (c:~3) seeks to
attract culturally motivated travelers and diversify

tourism beyond leisure and sports.
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Bahrain (u:0~2) highlights three UNESCO World
Heritage Sites. Qal’at al Bahrain (cru~l 4x%)
represents the capital of ancient Dilmun. Bahrain
Pearling Path (554 3:,%) in Muharraq shows
historic buildings and oyster beds linked to
pearling traditions. Dilmun Burial Mounds (il

us4b) include thousands of Bronze Age mounds.
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UNESCO Tentative List includes key sites that
reflect cultural and natural value. Manama, City
of Trade (s_laill 41 4liall) focuses on
multicultural life. Hawar Islands Reserve (s
Jss y)a)is known for coral reefs and dugongs.
Barbar Temple (ULl 22<) contains three ancient
temples. Awali Oil Settlement (ishall ) se il siva)

represents early oil era planning.
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Important cultural landmarks support heritage
tourism. Bahrain National Museum (gl casia
&b sl) preserves national memory. Bahrain
National Theatre (sl Gaosdl z <) hosts
international performances. Sheikh Salman bin
Ahmed Al Fateh Fort () xeal o clalus fpll 4a15)
marks major historical events. Old Manama Suq
(Al Aalidl (3 5») and Bab al Bahrain (crosall <L)
form a restored historic district. Old Houses of
Muharraq (el 3 adl &s) and Al Qaisariya
Souq (L—=dll G sw) represent traditional

architecture and urban heritage.




Qal’'at al-Bahrain — Bahrain Fort

Bahrain’s Pearling Path
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3.5 Leisure & Entertainment
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Pillar Five of Bahrain Tourism Strategy 2022—
2026, known as Leisure and Entertainment (4:3_'),
represents a key component in positioning
Bahrain as a vibrant, year round tourism
destination. This pillar focuses on attracting
visitors who seek active, experience driven
leisure, as well as international families (<3l
445301 looking for diverse recreational

opportunities.
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One of these central initiatives is development of
outdoor leisure and sports activities (iaiy!

4 lal), including projects such as Sama Bay (Ll
<L), which aim to strengthen Bahrain’s appeal
among family travelers. In addition, Bahrain
continues to expand its calendar of year round
events (plall Jlaw Jle allledll) such as Bahrain Food
Festival (o~ okl ols <), Celebrate Bahrain
Season (wu~dl WYsl), and Bahrain Summer
Festival (0l Casa (s 1), all of which contribute

to stabilizing tourism demand all year round.
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This strategy also emphasizes utilizing major
cultural and entertainment facilities (&l 3l )
48 53 5), most notably Al Dana Amphitheatre

(3492 z ), which hosts international performers
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integrated value proposition centered on “exciting
and active experiences (dadis b e a3y,
supporting diversification of tourism offerings and
enhancing sector’s economic contribution.
Through these combined efforts, Bahrain aims to
strengthen its position in international tourism
market (353 Laludl 5 5dl) by providing high quality
leisure and entertainment experiences that are not

limited by seasonality.

Concerts, Events & Venue Hire (Al Dana Amphitheatre)

Bahrain Food Festival 2024
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3.6 Media & Film
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Media and Film pillar aims to strengthen Bahrain
(cr~d) position as regional hub for media
production by using visual culture and creative
storytelling to raise Bahrain (cx~4) international
profile. Its strategic intent is to promote Bahrain
(cr~) as attractive place for film, television, and
digital content creation, supported by broad
production ecosystem that offers services, talent

development, and creative cooperation.
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This pillar invites international and regional
filmmakers to use Bahrain (u:~) landscapes,
cultural heritage, and modern infrastructure as
filming locations. By connecting creative
industries with tourism, Bahrain (cx_~) seeks to
enrich visitor experience and shift tourism
narrative toward gentle, story based expression
of national identity that joins contemporary

creativity with long history.
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Infrastructure support is important part of this
pillar. Large national projects such as Dana
Amphitheatre (il z ) serve as venues for
major media events, concerts, and cultural
performances. Along with these facilities, Bahrain
(ceo~d) plans to expand production services,
regulatory support, and logistical assistance to
create environment that fully supports media and

film activities.
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Bahrain’s New Amphitheatre Preview

Panoramic view of Dana Amphitheater
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3.7 Medical & Wellbeing
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Bahrain aims to position itself as a regional hub
for medical care and wellness under its Tourism
Strategy 2022-2026. This pillar supports
economic diversification and is reinforced by the
private healthcare sector supported by Tamkeen

(¢xSa3), which continues to grow under supervision
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of National Health Regulatory Authority (4!
ianall cilasally gall ailaiil dgiha ),

RMEEHPACIE, 7YX VAR U @R
EIROTEM, PRIEROE K, EFAAIFECHARR

BRofete, mi b aOH A ER, RS H
(IVF) - UnBUF— gy« ERBERLED

HMEROBLAED bR TWET, £72. BEM
NilfiseLY Y T—a e —0EED
ROBENTEY, ZNHOWY MATERT—E
ZDEM EE LB, ERREE A HONEDH D
B OILRIC O N D Z E RSN E T,

Private healthcare providers are advancing
personalized medicine through digital
transformation, promoting preventative healthcare,
and strengthening medical research and clinical
trials. They are also expanding services in areas
such as healthy aging, regenerative medicine,
IVF, rehabilitation, and cosmetic procedures.
Development of long term care facilities and
rehabilitation centers is also needed, and these
efforts are expected to improve service quality and
support growth of medical tourism from

neighboring countries and beyond.
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Bahrain Medical Tourism (by shimazangooei)

A Rising Star in Medical Tourism




