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Hotels Built under Saudi Arabia’s
Five-Year Plans
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1. InterContinental Riyadh
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Opened in 1975 as part of Riyadh’s urban
development under First Five-Year Plan (1970—
1975). Built by Saudi government and operated by
InterContinental Riyadh (u=LV). It was positioned
as Saudi Arabia’s first international luxury hotel
and became a hub for diplomacy and global

conferences.




InterContinental Riyadh
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2. InterContinental Al Jubail
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Opened in 1986 as part of Jubail Industrial City
development (Aeliall duall 3 5, 5k5) following
Second Five-Year Plan. IntegratJubaied into
urban planning of Royal Commission for Jubail
and Yanbu (g5 Jusll AL &el) InterContinental
Al Jubail (J=a1') was designed to accommodate
foreign professionals and business travelers.
Located near family residential areas for Jubai
industrial zone, including expatriates from oil
companies such as ARMCO, this hotel featured
extensive grounds with tennis courts, a yacht
harbor, and other sports facilities. Its private
beach and swimming pool—where women could
swim in swimsuits—along with casual dining
options made it a rare leisure destination in

Eastern Province.
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3. InterContinental Al Ahsa
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Opened in 2002 following development plans from
the late 1990s. Built under Al Ahsa (sLaY1) tourism
and cultural heritage initiatives, leveraging the

world’s largest oasis to boost tourism and regional

economic growth.
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4. InterContinental Mecca and Medina
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In Mecca (i) and Medina (3.ll), several
InterContinental-branded hotels were developed
under government-led accommodation
infrastructure plans to meet its growing demand
for Hajj and Umrah (5=l 5 zall) pilgrims. Key

properties include:




-InterContinental Dar Al Tawhid Makkah (i<«)
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-InterContinental Dar Al Tawhid Makkah

Opened: 1999

Located adjacent to Holy Mosque (Masijid al-
Haram (¢l 2sudl)), designed for premium pilgrim
accommodation.

-InterContinental Dar Al Hijra Madinah

Opened: Late 1990s

Positioned near Prophet’'s Mosque (Al-Masjid an-
Nabawi (sl 2all)), serving as a major lodging
hub.

-InterContinental Dar Al Iman Madinah

Opened: Late 1980s

Another luxury property close to Prophet's
Mosque, catering to high-end religious tourism.
These hotels were progressively opened from the
1980s onward and have recently undergone
renovations and brand updates as part of broader

redevelopment initiatives around the holy cities.
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InterContinental Medina (Dar Al Iman)
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5. InterContinental Al Khobar
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Opened in late 1980s as part of Al Khobar (_:all)
urban development linked to oil industry. Recently
expanded under Vision 2030 through Dana Bay

(4 zl2) tourism project.




InterContinental Al Khobar
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6. InterContinental Al Soudah (Abha)
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This hotel was established by Saudi government
as an international conference venue to promote
Saudi national prestige on Al Soudah (325ll)’'s
summit, highest peak in Saudi Arabia, with
elevation of about 3,048 m. Operation was
entrusted to InterContinental. Located inside Asir
National Park, it was only five-star hotel in this
region. Later, based on Saudi government plan for
regional tourism development, it also welcomed
domestic and international visitors as cool
mountain resort. Property offered about 135
rooms, 20 suites, and 19 villas, with conference
facilities and restaurants, designed in harmony
with natural scenery and serving as hub for
cultural heritage tourism. However, Saudi Arabia’s
highest peak was transferred to Al Soudah
Development (325-d) under Vision 2030 and this
hotel and its land was closed. Building was later

demolished.




InterContinental Al Soudah (Abha)

Holiday Inn
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7. Holiday Inn Jubail
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Holiday Inn Jubail (J==') might be Opened in late
1980s (estimated). It was established as part of
Jubbail industrial city development under Royal
Commission for Jubail and Yanbu. It served as a
key accommodation hub for foreign engineers and
business travelers, supporting internationalization

of this industrial zone.




Holiday Inn Jubail
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8. Holiday Inn Yanbu
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Holiday Inn Yanbu (& ¢! ¢'2154) was constructed
based on Yanbu Industrial City Development Plan
(Reiall aiy duae y ki 4dad), entrusted to Holiday Inn
(¢! ' ») for operation, and opened in 1983. In its
early years, its main role was providing
accommodation for foreign engineers and
business visitors arriving with petrochemical
industry expansion. Later, this seaside hotel kept
a pleasure boat. This boat was also used as a
support vessel for scuba diving and served divers
exploring Red Sea (=~ i), known for
exceptional clarity and beauty. Until around 1990,
it was one of few places in Saudi Arabia (A<l

A gl 4 all) equipped for diving, so Western
divers, including expatriates and families,
gathered there from across country. Instruction
was provided by a retired officer from Saudi Navy
(sl 4 a3, regarded as one of few Saudis at

that time with scuba diving experience. This is




() DMAMERZRFTDMETY YV — R & LTH
BN o ot EZONET,

considered a turning point that helped Yanbu (&)
become known as a leading coastal resort on Red

Sea.

Holiday Inn Yanbu
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9. Holiday Inn Najran
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Although surrounded by steep mountains and
scorching sand dunes, Najran (o)), setin a
green valley, has been inhabited since ancient
times and has sustained urban life for more than
4,000 years, developing a rich tradition of
handicrafts. In Al Okhdood (25:2Y1), where traces
of “People of the Ditch” from early 6th century
remain, Najran Museum conducts historical site
surveys, including studies on inscriptions and rock

art found around Bir Hima (=~ Jv).
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Water flows through this valley, supporting
abundant crops, and a nearby dam holds stored

water. Within a 30-minute drive, visitors can reach
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Rub* al-Khali Desert (A& & ). With such tourism
resources, a resort hotel was established in later
years of Third Five-Year Plan as part of regional
development and tourism-promotion policy.
Operation was entrusted to Holiday Inn (¢} ¢! ),

serving as a hub for regional tourism.

Holiday Inn Najran
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10. Holiday Inn Hafr Al Batin
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Hafar al Batin (chW) sis) sits on delta gravel plain
Dibdiba (x1) in lower area of wadi Ruma Batin
(cBW 5 aa,ll ga15). It grew as important stop on old
caravan route from Qassim (s»=8) to Basra (s_=),
known as route of frankincense (ol G sk). Slave
who worked at caravan inn built small fort called
Qasr Bilal (J> _=8) by hardening soil. Fort was
removed later, but in 1970s area was used as

market where nomads gathered to trade sheep.




I, VP —R(=)®r UV z— MasS)ihb%
 DFEBEENBI, WEE R 27 7790
()] FFORKEREL, EONBEE R EZZEL A
F7, BLL, 2L ORI EEAHORT 25
HRONET, T OHURICITIEAA O H B
R AR D . ERED Y —F (@) T Y mE
V(G R & 4D 300 B EDHFFE AL S
. EPEELETOENTWET,

In spring many families come from Riyadh (u=b.)
and Kuwait (< sS). They enjoy hunting desert
truffle Fagga (a), searching for crystals, and
eating whole roasted sheep. It is also a rare scene
to see many women walking in desert. Old wells
and caravan stop remains still lie along wadi. In
nearby Lina (4), more than 300 wells from time of
Solomon (o) were found, and museum was

built.
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During Gulf War in 1991 town suffered damage as
fighting took place in area. New railway plan
between Kuwait and Riyadh gives hope for growth
again. Holiday Inn Hafar al Batin was built under
Saudi plan to develop border towns as
international transport and logistics hubs, and

hotel opened in 2002.

Hafar al Batin




Holiday Inn Hafr Al Batin



