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Nature reserves in Saudi Arabia (2 4kl Gleadll
4 gl 4 jall 4leall) are areas created to protect
wildlife and natural habitats. These reserves aim
to conserve biodiversity and maintain ecosystems.
They cover about 16.86 percent of Saudi Arabia’s
land. Conservation efforts began in 1991 with a
national document for wildlife protection. Later,
Wildlife Protected Areas Law was issued in 2015,
and Environmental Law in 2020 included

protected areas under its rules.
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1. Management of Protected Areas
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Today, there are twenty-three reserves managed

by National Center for Wildlife Development
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National Center for Wildlife Development was
established in 2019. It works to protect wildlife,
restore habitats, and reintroduce endangered
species. Royal Reserves Council was created in
2018 to manage royal reserves, preserve nature,

and promote eco-tourism.
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2. Harrat al-Harrah Reserve
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Saudi Arabia (42 sl 4 12l isladl) started its first
reserve in 1987. Harrat al-Harrah Reserve (i
sl 3,n) was declared with an area of 13,775 km?2.
It is a volcanic plateau with basalt rocks and
mountains. Vegetation includes Tamarix, Lycium,
and Calligonum. Animals include Arabian wolf,
sand gazelle, red fox, striped hyena, and many

birds like houbara bustard and golden eagle.
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3. Uruq Bani Ma’arid Reserve
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Urug Bani Ma’arid Reserve (ua b & (e duasa)
was created in 1993 and is the largest managed
by National Center for Wildlife. It covers 12,787
km?in Najran Province (o) 4dhis). It uses modern
technology like drones for monitoring and
renewable energy. In 2021, rehabilitation projects
started, including programs for wildlife release and
eco-tourism. In 2023, Uruq Bani Ma’arid was
registered as first natural World Heritage site in
Saudi Arabia by UNESCO. It has sand dunes,
limestone plateaus, and plants like Haloxylon,
Acacia, and Moringa. Animals include Arabian
wolf, sand cat, striped hyena, and birds like
houbara bustard and Egyptian vulture. Arabian

oryx was last seen here in 1979, and




reintroduction programs brought back oryx and

gazelles.

4. v x 7 —REX

4. Sharaan Reserve
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Sharaan Reserve (o'e & i) is located in Al-Ula
(3=). This reserve was launched in 2019 under
Royal Commission for Al-Ula (dailaal 4.SL1 A5l
Sdh). 1t has red rock canyons, valleys, and desert
plateaus. Wildlife includes Arabian leopard,
Nubian ibex, ostrich, gazelles, and birds of prey.
Arabian leopard is critically endangered, and
Global Fund for Arabian Leopard (lall G sxiall

s 2¢all) works to protect it.
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5. Other Land Reserves
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Ibex Reserve (Js= sV 4as) was created in 1988 in
Tuwaiq Mountains (G sk Jus) with 1,840.9 km2. It

helped restore ibex and gazelles.

Jabal Shada al-A’'la Reserve (=¥ lai dis deas) in
Al-Bahah Province (sl 4ikic) covers 68.62 km?

and has juniper and wild olive trees.

Jurf Raydah Reserve (33, <> 4wsx) in Aseer
Province (use ddhic) is the smallest at 9.33 km?,
with dense juniper forests.

Nufud al-"Urayq Reserve (G&:iall 258 dusa) in

Qassim Province (ms=ill 4dhis) covers 2,036.1 km2.

Saja and Umm ar-Rimth Reserve (a5 o dsens
& ,ll) in Makkah Province (3. _Sall 4% 4shis) is the

second largest at 6,528.2 km?.
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6. Marine Reserves
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Farasan Islands Reserve (0 L 4eas) in Red
Sea (»aY _adl) includes 84 islands and covers
5,408 km?. It has mangroves, coral reefs, and
endemic Farasan gazelle. Umm al-Qamari

Reserve (g_kill ol ixas) has two islands and rich
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bird life. Al-Jubayl Marine Reserve (Juall s
4~y in Arabian Gulf () z13ll) covers 2,410.69
km? and was created after oil pollution from Gulf

War.
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7. Royal Reserves
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King Salman Reserve (5:xdlue o (el el d1eas) s
the largest at 130,700 km>.

Imam Turki Reserve (dlue ¢ (S5 o) drans)
covers 91,500 km?2.
Imam Saud Reserve (Jnjallue o s ala¥) daass)

focuses on wildlife reintroduction.

Imam Abdulaziz Reserve (s« ¢ i iadlae aleY) dieas)

includes Rawdat Khuraim (a4 &),

King Khalid Reserve (A dldl 4.as) has safari
park and botanical gardens.
King Abdulaziz Reserve (Jxallue dlill dass) is
known for cultural heritage. Prince Mohammed
Bin Salman Reserve (Jlls o 2aae yuaY) dns) lies

near Neom and Red Sea projects.

Imam Faisal Bin Turki Reserve ((» dwas ol dass
S X) is the third largest at 30,152.7 km? and

includes sea, mountains, and heritage villages.
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8. Conservation and Biodiversity
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Saudi Arabia (sl 4 el dledl) has 2,247 plant
species, 86 terrestrial mammals, 16 marine
mammals, 499 bird species, 114 reptiles and
amphibians, and over 1,800 marine fish species.
National Center for Wildlife manages research
centers and breeding programs. Special Forces
for Environmental Security (2l (a3 Zalall cl )
enforce laws and protect reserves. Global Fund
for Arabian Leopard works to save leopard

populations.
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9. Visiting Reserves
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Visitors need permits through Fatri platform (e
k). Eco-tourism programs aim to connect
people with nature while preserving ecosystems.
Saudi Arabia (32 sl 4n 1l 4<ledll) continues to
protect its natural heritage through laws,
technology, and international cooperation. These
reserves safeguard biodiversity and cultural

identity for future generations.




