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Intangible cultural heritage of Saudi Arabia
consists of a wide range of living cultural
expressions, including oral traditions, performing
arts, social practices, rituals, festive events, and
traditional craftsmanship. These cultural elements

have been transmitted across generations within
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local communities and represent essential
expressions of historical and social identity of this

Kingdom.

According to official country listing of United
Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural
Organization (UNESCO) (sSwis), Saudi Arabia
currently has eighteen cultural elements inscribed
on Representative List of Intangible Cultural
Heritage of Humanity. This total includes elements
uniquely submitted by Kingdom as well as
multinational elements jointly inscribed with other
countries, such as Bisht (<) and Arabic Kohl
(20xl J=sl). These forms of intangible heritage
have received international recognition for their

cultural and social significance.

01 X (T - EFT)

01 Falconry (al-Bizarah)

A saudi falconer practicing faleonTy: (5P
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In 2011, Saudi Arabia, in collaboration with Gulf,
Arab, and international countries, registered
falconry (s_J+) a traditional practice involving
breeding, training, and hunting with birds of prey.
Falconers pass this practice through generations
and often travel in groups for days or weeks.
Annual gatherings and celebrations are held in

Saudi Arabia to honor this tradition.
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02 Al-Ardah Al-Najdiyah

The Saudi Ardah on the oceasion of the visit of King Abdullah Bin al-Hussein, King of Jordan, to

Saudi Arabia in1948, (King Abdulaziz Darah)
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In 2015, Al Ardah Al Najdiyah (32l 4 jell) was

inscribed on UNESCO list. This performing art is
presented during celebrations, social occasions,

and public holidays across Saudi Arabia.

03 777 a—k—

03 Arabic Coffee

A citizen demonstrating the Sandi coffee-making method in the desert. (Ministry of Culture)
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In 2015, Saudi Arabia jointly registered Arabic
coffee (Au_all 55¢ill) with United Arab Emirates,
Qatar, and Oman. Symbol of hospitality and

generosity, Arabic coffee is served at gatherings
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throughout Saudi society. In 2022, Ministry of
Culture officially designated it as “Saudi coffee
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04 Al-Majlis

Amnndel of the traditinmal Aseerl Maflis is the Generutions Herlmge Museum n Abha Cley. (Sasdipedin)
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In 2015, Saudi Arabia, together with United Arab
Emirates, Qatar, and Oman, inscribed Al-Majlis

(udaall). This communal space reflects openness
and generosity, serving as a social meeting point
furnished with carpets, cushions, and facilities for

coffee preparation.
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05 Al-Mezmar

Al-Mezmar
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In 2016, “Al-Mezmar art (U<l ¢)” was registered.
This traditional group performance is practiced in
western Saudi Arabia and is presented during

family celebrations, national festivities, and public
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events. The performance features two rows of
men moving in rhythm to drums and clapping, with
each row led by two men who guide the group
while rapidly tracing circular movements with

sticks.
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06 Al-Qatt Al-Asiri
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Al-Qatt Al-Asiri
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In 2017, Al-Qatt Al-Asiri art was added to the
Representative List of the Intangible Cultural
Heritage of Humanity. This art form originates
from Aseer Province (e 4skis) in southwestern
Saudi Arabia and is characterized by hand-drawn
geometric patterns and vibrant colors. These
designs are applied to interior house walls as
decorative and sculptural elements and have been
transmitted as part of local domestic and cultural

practices.
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Date Palm
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In 2019, Saudi Arabia, in collaboration with
fourteen Arab countries, registered date palm (s
<) as part of intangible cultural heritage. Date

palms in Saudi Arabia are not only a source of

handicrafts and livelihoods but also a significant
element in customs, traditions, and social and

cultural practices.
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08 Traditional Weaing of Al-Sadu

Al-Sadu
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In 2020, Saudi Arabia, together with State of

Kuwait, registered traditional weaving of Al-Sadu
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(sx11). This ancient art creates brightly colored
textiles with unified artistic patterns and is used for
home decoration in Saudi Arabia. Al-Sadu ()
was also used in design of G20 Summit logo

when Saudi Arabia hosted event in 2020.
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Arabic Calligraphy
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In 2021, Arabic calligraphy (=) Lall) was
inscribed in a joint file with fifteen other countries.
As an inherited artistic practice for writing Arabic,

Arabic calligraphy (s Ball) in Saudi Arabia is
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deeply embedded in culture and serves as a
symbol of Saudi Arabia identity. It is widely used

in daily life for writing and reading Arabic.

10 $yY - HyJ=-a—t—

10 Saudi Khawlani Coffee
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Khawlani (also spelled Kalani or Khalani) is

grown Khawlan mountains
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In 2022, Saudi Arabia inscribed skills and
knowledge related to cultivation of Saudi Khawlani
coffee (sl YAl i) on representative list.
Cultivated in southern provinces of Saudi Arabia
for nearly eight centuries, Khawlani coffee is
closely linked to customs, poetry, chants, and

economy of this region.
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Herders-paactice al Heda'a to communigate with their herds. [414]
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In 2022, Saudi Arabia, in collaboration with
Sultanate of Oman (cle 4ikls) and United Arab
Emirates, registered Al-Heda'a (+1), an oral
tradition used to call flocks of camels. This
tradition serves as means of communication
between camels and herders and represents a

traditional form of oral expression.
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Harees & one of the tradittonnd dishes in the Kingdom. (Saudisdia)
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In 2023, Saudi Arabia, in partnership with United
Arab Emirates and Sultanate of Oman, inscribed
Harees (u=4)) dish, including know-how, skills,
and practices. Harees (u«_¢ll) is a popular dish in
Saudi Arabia and some Gulf countries. Practices
of preparing and cooking Harees are rooted in

several Saudi provinces.
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Engraving on Metals
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In 2023, Saudi Arabia, together with nine other
countries, inscribed arts, skills, and practices
related to engraving on metals (gold, silver, and
copper) on Representative List of Intangible
Cultural Heritage of Humanity. Engraving on
metals (o=l e (i8ill) represents traditional
techniques passed down through creation of

decorative and functional objects.
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In 2024, Saudi Arabia inscribed cultural practices
related to Taif Roses («\kll »)5) on list. Taif roses
(<l 2 55) are cultural and social elements
connected to lives of people in Taif Governorate
(<l Akdlas), with cultivation and production

forming daily practices that date back centuries.
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Henma design art on hands associated with wedding traditions in some regioms of the Kingdom

Sh, (King Abdulaziz Poundation for Restanch and Archives (Daral))
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In 2024, customs associated with henna (slall)
designs were added to UNESCO list together with
fifteen other countries. Henna (sUsll) serves as
cultural symbol that represents joy and optimism.
In Saudi Arabia, term henna (slsll) refers to
intricate art of applying decorative designs on
hands and feet, a tradition connected to marriage
ceremonies in certain Saudi provinces and

traditionally practiced by women.
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Semsemiah Instrument
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In 2024, Saudi Arabia, in collaboration with Egypt,
inscribed Semsemiah (Axweudl) on UNESCO list.
Semsemiah (eull) is a vital part of cultural
identity of coastal communities in Saudi Arabia
and is performed at social gatherings such as

weddings and cultural festivals.
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Hasawi Bisht (sl i) is also known as Al-
Bisht (<)) or Al-Mashleh Al-Ahsaei (Ll
sal)). Itis a loose traditional robe that is open at
front and worn by men on public and private
occasions in many provinces of Kingdom of Saudi
Arabia. Weaving and embroidery of this garment
are well-known traditional crafts of Al-Ahsa

Governorate (slaY) ikilas) in Eastern Province
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(&84 dskidl). These skills were developed and
passed down by many local families, which
explains close association of name with Al-Ahsa.
Later, this traditional craft spread to other
provinces and cities of Kingdom, as well as to Gulf

countries
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Kohl al-Mirwad (254! J=<), also known as Kohl al-
Ithmid (=Y J=S) or stone kohl, is a cosmetic
product used to beautify eyes. It refers to kohl or
mineral from which kohl is prepared, showing
black color with a reddish tint. Kohl enhances
appearance of eyes, creating impression of larger
and more striking eyes. It also helps protect eyes
from strong sunlight and reduces light reflection
on eyelids. When applied to eyelids, kohl reduces

sunlight intensity and limits their entry into eyes.




