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61.1 Saudi Arabia

Riyadh, Saudi Arabia’s capital (March 29, 2025, Saudi Gazette)
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Saudi Arabia (3252l 4y 1l 4<ledll) has changed
most during this period. Previously, religious
control was strong and public life was strictly
regulated, but social structure has been rapidly
transforming through reforms since 2016 (see

Chapter 49).
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In past, Committee for Promotion of Virtue and
Prevention of Vice (LSl e el s <ospmally 5aY) dia),
which means religious police, patrolled streets to
monitor gender segregation and forced store
closures during prayer times. However, current
religious police lost enforcement power, and their

influence has shrunk.
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Starting with lifting of ban on women driving in
2018, guardianship system was significantly
relaxed. Now, women's independent travel and
expansion of employment are progressing, and
obligation to wear abaya, which means traditional

black long-sleeved dress, has virtually
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women, from cafe staff to chief executive officers
of corporations and high-ranking government

officials.

Saudi female baristas in cafés (March 13, 2022, Arab News)



Opening of a VOX cinema in Riyadh (May 11, 2024, Gulf News)
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Freedom of action in daily life has increased
including for women, and since ban on
entertainment has been virtually lifted,
entertainment industries, which mean leisure
industries, such as movie theaters, theaters,
concert halls, sports stadiums, and arenas are
growing rapidly, spreading urban leisure culture

that did not exist before.
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Administrative services are also digitalized
through government application Absher (<), and
administrative work that used to take several
days, such as procedures for Hajj, which means
pilgrimage, and Umrah, passport renewal,
residency registration, and driver's license
renewal, is completed with single tap on

smartphone. Since youth occupy majority of
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population, education reform and
entrepreneurship support are also progressing,
forming new middle class. Young generation with
high capability to conduct business in English
supports this, constructing world's most advanced

digital society.
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Opening of Riyadh (u=tV) Metro, Haramain
(ceeal) High Speed Rail, Eastern Railway
Network, Northern Railway Network, and planned
Saudi Landbridge Project and Gulf Railway project
are establishing options for transportation other
than cars, improving convenience of daily
movement, commuting, and school attendance for

citizens.
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However, political system remains controlling,
having characteristic where liberalization of
society and control of politics coexist
simultaneously. Country is rapidly realizing
transition from traditional religious state to modern
society under state leadership while having

restrictions on political freedom.




A glimpse inside a Riyadh metro train (April 03, 2025, Arab News)



