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Kuwait (<uss1') is relatively conservative while
having oldest democratic system among Gulf
countries, and change is gradual. While stability of
life is high due to high income level and generous
welfare system, infrastructure development is

delayed due to political stagnation.
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Since 2006, Kuwait has been suffering from
chronic political deadlock and long years of
cabinet reshuffles and dissolutions. This political
stagnation significantly hinders investment into
Kuwait and economic reforms, delaying social
foundation development greatly and heavily
affecting economic departure from oil dependence

(see Chapter 36).

The Avenues photographed by Mabanee




The Avenues mall Kuwait interior photographed by Mabanee
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Characteristic is also point that influence of
parliament is strong and political discussions are
relatively active, but mega-projects, which mean
urban developments, are stagnating. Although
digitalization and expansion of service industries
are progressing, change in socio-culture is not as

rapid as in Saudi Arabia or United Arab Emirates.
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Energy of change turned toward commerce, and
Avenues (The Avenues), which is one of world's
largest shopping malls, and photogenic high-class
cafe culture came to dominate daily life of young
people. Therefore, daily life is gradually
modernizing while maintaining character of high

welfare but conservative.




Luxury cafés in Kuwait city (qulfmagazine)



