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Cultural Sites of Al Ain form a serial World
Heritage property that demonstrates continuous
sedentary human occupation in desert

environment since Neolithic period. Property is
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composed of Hafit («sa), Hili (i»), Bidaa Bint
Saud (2 & ¢3), and extensive oases areas, all
located in and around Al Ain oasis in eastern part
of Abu Dhabi Emirate. Together, these sites
preserve vestiges of prehistoric cultures spanning

Neolithic, Bronze Age, and Iron Age periods.
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Archaeological remains include circular stone
tombs dating to around 2500 BC, wells, early
settlements, and wide range of mud-brick
structures such as houses, towers, palaces, and
administrative buildings. These remains clearly
illustrate transition from hunting and gathering
societies to settled communities based on
agriculture and oasis life. Location of Al Ain at
crossroads of ancient land routes linking Oman,
Arabian Peninsula, Gulf region, and Mesopotamia
further enhanced cultural exchange and continuity

of settlement.

Al Ain Palace Museum, Al Ain Oasi

Cultural Sites of Al Ain
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Particularly significant element is aflaj irrigation
system, one of earliest known examples of
sophisticated water management in arid
landscape. At Hili and elsewhere, partially
underground channels carried water from distant
sources to fields and settlements while limiting
evaporation. Mastery of construction techniques
and water distribution enabled agriculture to
flourish for more than five millennia, allowing

oases to remain productive up to present day.
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Cultural Sites of Al Ain provide outstanding
testimony to human creativity and adaptation in
desert environment, illustrating how early
communities established sustainable relationship
with water, land, and climate, and laid foundations
for long-term settlement in eastern Arabian

Peninsula.
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Faya Archaeological Site
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Faya Palaeolandscape (L) is cultural property
located between Arabian Gulf and Arabian Sea.
Property preserves evidence of human occupation
from Middle Palaeolithic and Neolithic periods,
dating from about 210,000 to 6,000 years ago.
Archaeological layers show how hunter-gatherers
and pastoralists adapted to extreme

environmental conditions over long period of time.

Mleiha Eye at sunrise

Jebel Nizwa at sunset.
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Climate of region alternated between arid and
rainy phases roughly every 20,000 years, and
human groups adjusted their living patterns to
these changing conditions. Remains indicate
repeated use of area during favourable periods,
demonstrating resilience and flexibility in

subsistence strategies.

Faya Range blocking Rub'al-Khal

Buhais Rockshelter archaeological site
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Beyond daily subsistence activities, early human
groups made use of geomorphological features of
landscape for resource extraction. Availability of
diverse water sources and raw materials
supported continued human presence in
hyper-arid environment. Faya Palaeolandscape
provides valuable insight into long-term human

adaptation and survival in desert conditions.




Activated water spring at Faya 15 after rain (Feb. 2023)

Wadi of Caves
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