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Al Zubarah Archaeological Site
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Walled coastal town of Al Zubarah Archaeological
Site (s_4V), facing Arabian Gulf, functioned as

center of pearling and trade during late 18th ¢

Town was founded by merchants from Kuwait
(<xs1), mainly from Utub tribe (<si=V), and
maintained trade networks extending across
Indian Ocean, Arabian Peninsula, and Western
Asia.entury and early 19th century.

After destruction in 1811 and abandonment during
early 20th century, remains of town became
gradually covered by sand of surrounding desert,

preserving urban structure.

—

Al Zubarah Fort

Al Zubarah Archaeological Sit




Tabun cooking features

Al Zubarah Archaeological Site

TN=ANFZIE, A AT LHMILAEIIE 0 5
THE LB OEENZ ST O—2THY |

BT DEEE L IRIERY - SRR BIfR 2 48 T
F L7

HIIX 1811 FIT~ A v b (bias) AIDOBCEEZ L

S TREHES L, 20 HEAHIEHIC I 5E I HOE
SNE L,

Al Zubarah was one of several fortified trading
towns that developed along Gulf coast from early
Islamic period, forming economic and social
connections with inland settlements.

Town was largely destroyed in 1811 by attack
from Muscat (ki) related forces and was

abandoned during early 20th century.
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Archaeological site includes remains of palaces,
mosques, streets, courtyard houses, fishermen
huts, as well as harbor, double defensive walls,
canals, screening walls, and cemeteries.

Short distance inland stands Qal’at Murair (4=
_4ll), where traces of water management in
desert environment and fort built in 1938 remain

preserved
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Only limited portion of site has been excavated,
while majority of town remains well preserved
beneath sand deposits.

Settlement layout and relationship with
surrounding desert hinterland remain clearly

identifiable, providing physical evidence of




structure and organization of Gulf trading town

from 18th to 19th centuries.




