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Socotra Archipelago (s_kis) presents rare
balance between unique ecosystem and long
history of human settlement. Area hosts extremely
high rate of endemic species, including dragon
blood tree, holding global natural heritage value.
At same time, islands functioned historically as
node on ancient trade routes, shaping coexistence
between nature and human society. Distinct
landscape and biodiversity earn region title of
Galapagos of Indian Ocean. Area currently faces
pressure from development and political

instability.
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2. Historic Town of Zabid
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Historic Town of Zabid (xx)) flourished as capital
of Yemen between 13th and 15th centuries and
served as major center of Islamic scholarship. City
contains numerous mosques and madrasas,
offering outstanding value in urban planning and
religious architecture. Long intellectual influence
extended across Arab and Islamic world. Due to
insufficient management in modern era, site
remains listed as World Heritage in Danger, yet

holds importance in urban and religious history.
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3. Old City of Sana’a
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Old City of Sana’a (Al ¢lxia) represents
highland city with continuous habitation for more
than 2,500 years. Multi storey tower houses with
decorated windows and brick and stone
construction form distinctive urban landscape. City
continues to function as living urban space,
offering rare example of living historic heritage.
Integrated structure combining mosques,
bathhouses, and markets reflects early Islamic
urban form. Conflict-related damage presents

serious concern.
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4. Old Walled City of Shibam
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Old Walled City of Shibam (s..%) stands as walled
city famous for high rise residential buildings
constructed from sun dried mud bricks. Vertical
urban form emerged for defense and flood
protection, creating rare example of early high
density planning. Landscape known as Manhattan
of desert holds major significance in architectural
history and demonstrates development of

collective living culture.
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5. Landmarks of Ancient Kingdom
of Saba, Marib
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Landmarks of Ancient Kingdom of Saba, Marib
(«_k) preserve archaeological remains illustrating
political organization and irrigation civilization of
Kingdom of Saba (lw). Grand dam remains and
temple ruins demonstrate advanced water
management technology in arid environment.
Area connects with Biblical and ancient historical
traditions, offering key insight into civilization of

southern Arabia.




