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Oman Intensifies Effort to

Preserve Oral Heritage
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In Sultanate of Oman (cle 4ikl.), several
elements of intangible cultural heritage have
already received recognition from UNESCO,
demonstrating global significance of oral
traditions. At same time, authorities stress that
documentation and preservation remain ongoing

tasks.
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Omani men perform a traditional dance near Izki in northeastern Oman.
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Ministry of Culture, Sports and Youth (28l s ) 55
<Ll s by )il 5) is intensifying efforts to document

and publish national oral traditions under
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framework of Vision 2040. Initiative reflects
growing recognition of oral history as repository of
national memory and as cultural asset that

supports international cultural engagement.
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Fahd bin Mahmoud Al Rahbi (sl 2sesa 0 2¢8),
head of oral history activities within ministry
literary forum, explains that oral history is not
merely record of past events, but living narrative
that shapes identity and interaction with wider
world. He notes that oral accounts provide insight
into community knowledge systems and cultural

practices often absent from written sources.
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Ministry activities address wide range of
expressions, including storytelling, biographical
narratives, folk customs, traditional music and
crafts, and knowledge embedded in rituals and
daily life. Historical role of Oman as crossroads of
civilizations has contributed to formation of

layered and diverse oral traditions.
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Since 2006, field initiatives have been conducted
across regions to record memories of elders,
artisans, and cultural custodians. These efforts
have resulted in expanding archives and
publications that illuminate cultural heritage of
Oman. Key works document musical heritage,
regional livelihoods, culinary practices,
frankincense culture, development of radio
broadcasting in interior regions, and architectural

heritage of sites such as Bahla (s>\.).
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Rahbi emphasizes that preservation of oral
heritage serves not only to honor past

generations, but also to prepare for future
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grounded in cultural continuity. In this sense, oral
history initiatives function as protection against
cultural loss and as foundation for dialogue across

generations and borders.
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A man walks past walls of Nizwa Fort, a 17th century fortification in Nizwa (s).




