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Ministry of Heritage and Tourism (s <l 5 35
4aludl) is implementing multiple initiatives aimed at
preserving craft heritage in Sultanate of Oman
(0e 4kls), Handicraft heritage is regarded as part
of national cultural wealth and as one of key
foundations for safeguarding national identity.
These initiatives are guided by recognition of
added value that craft heritage brings to tourism

sector.
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According to Alia Salim Al Hinai (sbell obs 4dle),
Director of Craft Heritage Department, craft
heritage includes all elements of historical,
cultural, and social significance transmitted across
generations. This concept embraces craft
products, associated knowledge, skills, and
techniques, as well as moral, functional, and
aesthetic values. Craft heritage also extends to
working environments, machinery, equipment, and
locations where raw materials are extracted.
Relevant sectors include woodcraft, ship and boat
building, silverwork, daggers, ornaments, copper
and metal industries, leather production, pottery,
palm frond products, distillation of aromatic plants,
incense, stone, gypsum and bone crafts, musical
instruments, fishing tools, textiles made from

cotton and wool, and use of pigments and dyes.
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Ministry maintains responsibility for research,
documentation, protection, and transmission of
craft heritage to future generations, while placing
strong emphasis on studies related to craft
development. Regarding registration of crafts as
intangible heritage, Al Hinai explained that
protection of national crafts falls within mandate of
ministry. In this context, Omani dagger known as
Al Khanjar (wsl) Ja331l) was recently inscribed on
UNESCO Intangible Cultural Heritage List,
together with craft skills and social practices
associated with it. Related nomination files were
submitted through Ministry of Culture, Sports and
Youth (bl s Ay )l 5 485 5 ) 3 5), which coordinates

relations with UNESCO.
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Among concrete initiatives, ministry is
implementing innovative project focused on
traditional Omani mortar product Sarooj (zs_~),
developed in cooperation with Industrial
Innovation Centre. Project aimed at establishing
high quality production process for Omani Sarooj
and has already been completed and officially
launched with dedicated brand. Cooperation
agreement was also signed with Oman Cement
Company, enabling commercial production in

which ministry holds ownership share.
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Additional initiatives include revival of green cotton
cultivation, known as traditional Omani cotton
seed (Slead) kil ,53), formerly used in local textile
production. Cultivation is being reintroduced
across several regions, including Wilayat of
Sumail (S 4¥5) in Ad Dakhiliyah Governorate
(A1) dlilsa) and Wilayat of Al Mudhaibi (&Y
«=4l) in North Ash Shargiyah Governorate
(&8 s ddailas), Agreement was signed on
January 6, 2023, with Academy of Industrial
Innovation (=ball JISiY) Zuaasl) to implement
project under supervision of competent ministry
department, and first phase is currently underway.
Studies are also being conducted to develop
investment opportunities in leather sector,
including activation of existing facilities in Dhofar
(L4k) and Al Buraimi (=4l'). Through these
initiatives, ministry seeks to maximize economic

value of crafts, expand investment potential,
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support artisans, develop inventories, and
strengthen craft sector in cooperation with
relevant authorities. Documentation of handicraft
industries is also promoted through various
publications, including monthly series titled

“Treasures of Craftsmanship Series”.




