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Qatar’s Intangible Cultural Heritage
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1. Majlis, a Cultural and Social Space
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Majlis (u+l><) are sitting places where community
members gather to discuss local events and
issues, exchange news, receive guests, socialize,
and enjoy entertainment. Majlis also serve as
spaces where communities resolve problems,
express condolences, and hold wedding
receptions.

Space is usually large, with carpets on floor and
cushions along walls, and includes fire or stove for
preparing coffee and other hot drinks. Majlis are
open to everyone and are visited by family
members, tribes, neighbors, and people from
more distant areas.

Community elders with deep knowledge of nature,
genealogy, and tribal history are regarded as key
bearers. Judges and religious leaders hold special
roles by settling disputes and clarifying political,

social, and religious rights and responsibilities.
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Women have separate majlis, and some
prominent women also attend other maijlis with
academic or literary character. Majlis play
important role in passing on oral heritage such as
folk stories, songs, and Nabati poetry.

As majlis are open to all age groups, knowledge is
mainly transmitted informally as children
accompany visitors. By observing elders, young
people learn manners, ethics, dialogue, listening

skills, and respect for opinions of others.
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2. Arabic Coffee, a Symbol of

Generosity
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Arabic coffee (il & 5dl) represents important
aspect of generosity and hospitality traditions in
Arab societies. Preparing and drinking coffee is
daily ritual for communities, groups, and
individuals.

Coffee is served at weddings and tribal
gatherings, including meetings for reconciliation
and conflict resolution, and follows rituals passed
down informally across generations. Elders and
guests are served first, and coffee is poured using
right hand. It is customary to shake cup to signal

end of drinking.

HE 0 TIR, HOMEL, H. BVHESED
NBZELE HRDDHH MR ENT
VET

Gatherings are often accompanied by poetry
recitation, discussions, and shared memories, and

practice is enjoyed across social groups.
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In Jordan (02,Y1), Arabic coffee holds high status
as symbol of generosity and hospitality in offices
of senior officials and in homes, both inside

country and abroad. Practice also serves as call

for peace and dialogue.
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3. Falconry, a Living Human Heritage
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Falconry (s_lesl) is traditional art and practice of
training and flying falcons, and sometimes eagles,
hawks, and other birds of prey. Practice dates
back over 4000 years and is documented
worldwide.

Originally means of obtaining food, falconry later
developed social and recreational values and
became way to connect with nature. Today it is

practiced by people of all ages.
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In many countries, falconry is key cultural symbol
and is passed down through families and training
clubs. Modern practice focuses on safeguarding

birds, quarry, habitats, and tradition itself.

Falconers come from diverse backgrounds, yet
share common values and practices related to
breeding, training, care, equipment, and bond
between falconer and bird. Community also
includes hospitals, breeding centers, conservation

groups, and traditional equipment makers.







