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Kuwait's Tangible Cultural Heritage is
safeguarded within framework of UNESCO
Convention concerning Protection of World
Cultural and Natural Heritage, adopted in
1972 and ratified by Kuwait in 2002.

At present, Kuwait has no property
inscribed on UNESCO World Heritage List,
nor any file pending priority or priority
treatment. This does not indicate lack of
commitment to heritage protection. As
outlined in Chapters 1 and 2, Kuwait has
established legal, institutional, and
professional frameworks for safeguarding
its tangible cultural heritage and has

actively pursued nomination efforts.
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1. Six properties on UNESCO'’s
Tentative List
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Under this framework, Kuwait has six
properties on UNESCO'’s Tentative List,

representing archaeological sites, historic
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buildings, and cultural landscapes, which

are;

a. Sa’ad and Sae’ed Area (wxws 2w a8 5) in

Failaka Island (5183, ) in 2013,

b. Abraj Al Kuwait (<u sl z) 4f) in 2014,

c. Sheikh Abdullah Al Jabir Palace (<=8
Al dlae &all) in 2015,

d. Boubyan Island (¢ 3.23s) and
Mubarak Al Kabeer Marine Reserve
(MAKMRY) (3xshall Sl & jls daas) in 2017,
e. Failaka Island: A Palimpsest of Human
Civilizations in 2025, and

f. Anmadi Company Town (¥ 38 5 d5a)
(Ahmadi Township / Ahmadi Cultural
Landscape) in 2026.
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Among these, “Failaka Island: A
Palimpsest of Human Civilizations” is
introduced here because it represents
most comprehensive and historically
layered cultural property in Kuwait. Site
preserves continuous evidence of human
occupation from Bronze Age through
Hellenistic (iwild yaxll), early Christian
(380) danpasall 55, ISlamic (saShsl) yasl)),
and modern periods, reflecting Kuwait's
long standing role as crossroads of trade,
culture, and civilization in Gulf region.
Archaeological depth, integrity, and clearly
articulated Outstanding Universal Value

make it most advanced and significant




candidate among Kuwait’s ongoing World

Heritage nominations.
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2. Sa’ad and Sae’ed Area in
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(1) Failaka Island: Location and

Overview

Failaka Island

Heritage Village (Al Zor Village)
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Failaka Island is located at north western
end of Arabian Gulf near Kuwait Bay,

forming low, semi arid island landscape
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shaped by shallow depressions and limited
freshwater resources. Despite its small
size, it has been continuously inhabited
from 3rd millennium BC to modern times.
Most recent settlement was concentrated
in Al Zor village (LY 4%, although island
was largely evacuated after 1990 Gulf War,
which contributed to preservation of its

archaeological and urban landscape.
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(2) Archaeological and Historical Layers

Dilmun temple

Hellenistic Fortress
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Island preserves dense concentration of
archaeological layers spanning multiple
periods. Bronze Age Dilmun (us<12) remains
include settlements with temples and
administrative buildings. Achaemenid
(A3e2Y) yasll) and Hellenistic (sivils juasl))
layers feature sanctuaries and major
fortress complex reflecting interactions
between Greek and Oriental cultures.
MedievOKal remains include Christian
monastery (> ) and early Islamic
settlements (5 S 4edl) ik siss) linked to
fishing and trade. Modern remains,
particularly at Al Zor (L3V), illustrate
development of Kuwaiti society in 20th

century.
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(3) Cultural Significance and
Outstanding Universal Value

Ruins of Greek or Alexandrian Settlement

Greek ruins on lkaro
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Failaka represents unique cultural
landscape embodying around 4,000 years
of human settlement. Its strategic location
between Mesopotamia (4 334) and Gulf
made it important maritime stopover and
centre of trade. Availability of freshwater
and fertile soil supported continuous
habitation, while evidence of architecture,
artefacts and settlement patterns reflects
long term cultural exchange, particularly

between Hellenistic and regional traditions.
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(4) Authenticity and Integrity
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Island’s authenticity is supported by its
relative isolation and interruption of
development following 1990 Gulf War,
which preserved archaeological layers and
urban forms. At same time, environmental

factors such as coastal erosion and




M T A T HEIE, ARRS LB
Bi & ORINZOT- D BRI X - TERK
EnTo, BE#HESO UL SBOMA T
BMEoboHHITHY T TWET,

climate change pose ongoing challenges.
Nevertheless, Failaka remains a rare and
coherent example of Gulf island cultural
landscape shaped by long term interaction
between human societies and their

environment.




