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Kuwait's (<u V) Intangible Cultural Heritage is
safeguarded under framework of UNESCO
Convention for Safeguarding of Intangible Cultural
Heritage, adopted in 2003 and ratified by Kuwait

i Kuwait (<xs8) has seven Intangible Cultural
Heritage elements inscribed on UNESCO
Intangible Cultural Heritage lists, along with three
ongoing nominations and three files pending

priority or priority treatment. n 2015.
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1. Examples of key aspects of
Kuwaiti Intangible Cultural
Heritage
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Among inscribed elements, following three are
presented here as illustrative examples of key
aspects of Kuwaiti Intangible Cultural Heritage,

which are;

a. Diwaniya (&) 52), unifying cultural practice in
Kuwait (<xs81) on Representative List of Intangible

Cultural Heritage of Humanity,
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b. traditional weaving of Al Sadu (sx) on
Representative List of Intangible Cultural Heritage
of Humanity, and

c. Al Sadu (s»') Educational Programme, train
trainers in art of weaving on Register of Good

Safeguarding Practices under Article 18.

RL: Representative List of the Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity (AJEOEESLIEEDO AT 72— &)
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These three cases were selected because they
satisfy all of the following three elements.

1. they cover distinctively Kuwaiti social practice,
2. major traditional craft, and

3. concrete national safeguarding mechanism that

ensures transmission to younger generations.

2. 79 =—rOXLEHET HEE
ThHd714V=% (B&EYRA)

2. Diwaniya, a Unifying Cultural
Practice in Kuwait (RL)
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Diwaniya (4! s0), unifying Cultural Practice in
Kuwait (<xs81) on Representative List of Intangible
Cultural Heritage of Humanity, is traditional social
space where people come together to talk, build
connections and share ideas. It may take place in
home, public venue or tent, and serves as
important setting for discussing family matters,
community issues and current affairs. While some

gatherings are small, they often expand during




occasions such as Ramadan (ob=«)), weddings or

election periods.
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Participation in Diwaniya (%)) is learned through
observation, as younger members learn etiquette,
hospitality, respect for elders and unspoken social
rules. Diwaniyas can be formal or informal, and
some bring together people with shared
professional backgrounds. Although historically
male centred, women have increasingly
established their own Diwaniyas. As core element
of social life, Diwaniya plays key role in
transmitting values, customs and knowledge

across generations.
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3. Traditional Weaving of Al Sadu
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Traditional weaving of Al Sadu (s~d') is textile craft
practiced by Bedouin (us:5%) women using ground
loom and natural fibres from their environment.
Textiles are tightly woven and durable, featuring
geometric patterns that reflect desert landscape
through rhythmic repetition and symmetry, often

highlighted with bright colours.
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Over time, Al Sadu has evolved from functional
textile into symbol of shared tradition and cultural
identity. Its primary bearers are older Bedouin
women who transmit skills and knowledge within
families. Associations and educational

organizations further support transmission through
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workshops, classes and exhibitions. As vital
cultural, economic and social practice, Al Sadu
reflects shared heritage and highlights important

role of women in Bedouin society.
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4. Al Sadu Educational Programme
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Al Sadu (s2') Society developed Educational
Programme Train Trainers in Art of Weaving in
collaboration with Ministry of Education to raise
awareness of traditional Al Sadu weaving among
younger generations in Kuwait. Programme
includes national curriculum and training
workshops that equip art teachers with weaving
techniques and methods for transmitting this

traditional craft to students.
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Since its launch in 2018, programme has engaged
tens of thousands of students and trained
teachers across all school districts, enabling
further dissemination of skills. End of year student
exhibitions at Sadu House showcase programme
results. Initiative has strengthened students’
creativity and practical skills, increased teachers’
engagement, and enhanced visibility and
continuity of Al Sadu weaving through education

and public outreach.




