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Saudi Arabia's tangible cultural heritage is
protected within framework of UNESCO (ae¥! dalaia
aalall 5 aladl 5 4 il 32a34l) Convention for Protection of
World Cultural and Natural Heritage, adopted in
1972 and accepted by Saudi Arabia (Ax )l 4sledll
4 gaudl) in 1978. Currently, Saudi Arabia has 8
UNESCO World Heritage properties and 14 sites
on tentative list, aiming for future inscription.
Furthermore, 9 UNESCO state of conservation
reports, which assess management and
preservation status of heritage sites, have been

published from Saudi Arabia.
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Among 8 World Heritage properties in Saudi
Arabia, 7 are cultural, and 1 is country's first
natural heritage property: Uruq Bani Ma’arid (&s,=

U= lxe o), inscribed in 2023."
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In eastern Arabian Peninsula, Al-Ahsa Oasis (3=l
<LaYl) is serial property comprising gardens,
canals, springs, wells and drainage lake, as well
as historical buildings, urban fabric and
archaeological sites. They represent traces of
continued human settlement in Gulf region from
Neolithic to present, as can be seen from
remaining historic fortresses, mosques, wells,
canals and other water management systems.
With its 2.5 million date palms, it is largest oasis in
world. Al-Ahsa is also unique geocultural
landscape and exceptional example of human

interaction with environment.




(2) TANMA—FD 54 THK
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(2 ) At-Turaif District in ad-Dir'iyah
(2010)
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This property was first capital of Saudi Dynasty, in
heart of Arabian Peninsula, north-west of Riyadh
(u=bY). Founded in 15th century, it bears witness
to Najdi architectural style (.2s3)) 5 leall), which is
specific to centre of Arabian peninsula. In 18th
and early 19th century, its political and religious
role increased, and citadel at at-Turaif (< k!l )
became centre of temporal power of House of
Saud (25~ J') and spread of Salafiyya reform
(&4l) inside Muslim religion. Property includes
remains of many palaces and urban ensemble

built on edge of ad-Dir'iyah (4= _)) oasis.
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(3) Hegra Archaeological Site (al-Hijr /
Mada’ in Salih) (2008)
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Hegra Archaeological Site (al-Hijr / Mada’ in
Salih) (due G2/ _aall) is first World Heritage
property to be inscribed in Saudi Arabia. Formerly
known as Hegra, it is largest conserved site of
civilization of Nabataeans (:l:Y1) south of Petra
(¢)5) in Jordan (c=0Y1). It features well-preserved
monumental tombs with decorated facades dating
from 1st century BC to 1st century AD. Site also
features some 50 inscriptions of pre-Nabataean
period and some cave drawings. Al-Hijr / Mada’ in
Salih (&l il aall) bears unique testimony to
Nabataean civilization. With its 111 monumental
tombs, 94 of which are decorated, and water
wells, site is outstanding example of Nabataeans’
architectural accomplishment and hydraulic

expertise.
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(4) Hima Cultural Area (2021)




YOPT T MO L L EE, 7T
ETHRBOERF Y T AL — b (B Gok) O
—OINLET D b — 3 E i (G e diki)

Wi, SR, BEY) . TSR E VTR AR
Z<FEINTEY, 7,000 Fi2biz 5 ko EiE
PEEMEE-> TWET, ZOHIZEE LIZRITHES
ERIL, RRE % T 20 fitidk b E T, $%<

DEALRN a7y 7E2FELTBY, T0IFE
Ao EEBAFIRIECIRAF STV ET, BRSO,

AAF RF, T 78T FE, A— KT,

FUTY LT, TIETUFRE, ka2 FT
EhNTOWET, Fio, ZOEY & T OEEHIH
Wi, 7V, AR, i, AEROR

. RO FLR L, RBEEOB L FEHERS &
EICFELET, ZOHINE, HROEELVDE
D¥x TN NV—MNZH D, BT HT Ok
FiCHY . E—b - Ev— (e J4) OHFIT
H7p< &b 3000 £ERTABIFLE L, BUET b T
RIKEFEHSETHET,

Located in arid, mountainous area of southwest
Saudi Arabia, on one of Arabian Peninsula’s
ancient caravan routes (Jil sl 5:,k), Hima Cultural
Area (il s dihia) contains substantial
collection of rock art images depicting hunting,
fauna, flora and lifestyles in cultural continuity of
7,000 years. Travellers and armies camping on
site left wealth of rock inscriptions and petroglyphs
through ages and until late 20th century, most of
which are preserved in pristine condition.
Inscriptions are in different scripts, including
Musnad, South-Arabian, Thamudic, Greek and
Arabic. Property and its buffer zone are also rich
in unexcavated archaeological resources in form
of collectibles, stone structures, interments, stone
tool scatters and ancient wells. This location is at
oldest known toll station on important ancient
desert caravan route, where wells of Bi'r Hima

(= L) date back at least 3,000 years and still

produce fresh water.
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(5) Historic Jeddah, Gate to Makkah
(2014)
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Historic Jeddah (322) is situated on eastern shore
of Red Sea (=~ ~dl). From 7th century AD it
was established as major port for Indian Ocean
(el lsdll) trade routes, channelling goods to
Makkabh. It was also gateway for Muslim (alus)
pilgrims to Makkah who arrived by sea. These
twin roles saw city develop into thriving
multicultural centre, characterized by distinctive
architectural tradition, including tower houses built
in late 19th century by city’s mercantile elites, and
combining Red Sea coastal coral building
traditions with influences and crafts from along

trade routes.
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(6) Rock Art in Hail Region of Saudi
Arabia (2015)
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This property includes two components situated in
desert landscape: Jabal Umm Sinman (ol ol dia)
at Jubbah (%) and Jabal al-Manjor (Ll Ji)
and Raat (<)) at Shuwaymis (o sill). Lake once
situated at foot of Umm Sinman hill range that has
now disappeared used to be source of fresh water
for people and animals in southern part of Great
Nafud Desert (254 <1 ~=). Ancestors of today’s
Arab (<—_=) populations have left traces of their
passages in numerous petroglyphs and
inscriptions on rock face. Jabal al-Manjor and
Raat form rocky escarpment of wadi now covered
in sand. They show numerous representations of
human and animal figures covering 10,000 years

of history.
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(7) Area Cultural Landscape of Al-Faw
Archaeological (2024)
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Lying at strategic point of ancient trade routes of
Arabian Peninsula, property was abruptly
abandoned around 5th century CE. Nearly 12,000
archaeological remains have been found,
spanning from prehistoric times to Late pre-
Islamic era, testifying to successive occupation of
three different populations and their adaptation to
evolving environmental conditions. Archaeological
features include Palaeolithic and Neolithic tools of
early people, tapered structures, cairns and
circular constructions, sacred mountain of
Khashm Qaryah (48 ~33), rock carvings, funerary
tumuli and cairns in valley, forts/caravanserai,
oasis and its ancient water management system,

and vestiges of city of Qaryat al-Faw (&l 4_3),

2. X R aREOBEREE (114)
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Property encompasses western part of greatest
expanse of windblown sand on Earth, known as
Ar Rub' al-Khali (A& &), and conserves portion
of one of Earth’s most spectacular desert
landscapes. Varied topography of property
creates wide range of ecosystems. Site is globally
notable due to reintroduction of iconic desert
animals, including Arabian Oryx (Oryx leucoryx)
and Arabian Sand Gazelle (Gazella marica). In
case of oryx, this was after decades of extinction
in wild. Mobile dunes also provide excellent and
well-oxygenated habitat for sand-diving
invertebrates and reptiles, while incised wadis in
limestone plateau harbor rare relict plants. Area
has also been used for generations by pastoral,

nomadic Bedu (ss).




