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UNESCO-Sultan Haitham bin Tarik Award for

Safeguarding Intangible Cultural Heritage

April 26, 2026
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UNESCO (sSwisll)-Sultan Haitham bin Tarik

(3o cn A Galull) award is presented as
important expression of human intellectual
awareness and presence. Award strengthens
fundamental principles of human thought and
creativity and supports preservation of essence of

human history for future generations.
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2. Background and Institutional
Framework
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Award originated from proposal by Oman (o)
and received approval in 2026 as international
recognition framework. Award highlights effective
contributions to safeguarding, transmission, and
promotion of intangible cultural heritage and
follows biennial cycle. Prize amount of
US$150,000 is granted for each award cycle.
Selection is conducted through independent
evaluation by experts in intangible cultural

heritage field.
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3. Scope and International Role
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Award targets individuals, institutions,
organisations, academic and cultural institutes,
plus governmental and non governmental entities

active in cultural and human heritage fields. Award
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supports international cultural engagement of
Oman and promotes dialogue through recognition

of outstanding contributions
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4. Education, Sustainability, and

Intergenerational Transmission
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Award links safeguarding of intangible heritage
with sustainable development, innovation, and
research. Educational dimension raises
awareness among future generations, sustains
human creativity, and supports transmission

across generations.
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5. National Context and Expert Views

EBFH#ERA L NA—DT A% - BV b e A7
FeT7A=41~F% (A8l s cypdile) (I, &

~— VBRI SUEBEEE DR L& IR ITHL

Dr Aisha bint Hamad Al Darmaki (2~ < ddile
4. 1)) stated that Oman has long worked to

preserve cultural heritage. She described heritage
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as link connecting past, present, and future and as
foundation for human development, sustainability,

creativity, and innovation.




