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1. Al-Bar’ah, music and dance of Oman

Dhofari valleys
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Al-Bar’ah (3=_al') represents Bedouin music and
dance tradition from Dhofar region (Lliks k8las) in
southern Oman (ce). Performance combines
rhythmic drumming, poetic chanting, and formal
dagger movements by dancers. Each tribe
preserves unique rhythm and style, while
performances take place during weddings,
ceremonies, and religious occasions. Al-Bar’ah
expresses values of courage, honor, generosity,
and community unity, and continues active

transmission among people of Dhofar region.
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2. Al ‘azi, elegy, processional march and

poetry
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Al ‘Azi () represents sung poetic tradition
practiced in northern regions of Oman (J&).
Performance combines poetic recitation by lead
poet with choral response, accompanied by sword
gestures and coordinated movements. Poems
express pride of belonging, praise for tribe,
historic events, and significant individuals,
preserving oral memory within community. Al ‘Azi
symbolizes unity, strength, and social cohesion,
and remains actively performed during national

and social occasions.
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3. Al-Razfa, a traditional performing art
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Al-Razfa (4_l) represents traditional performing
art practiced across Oman (ce) and United Arab
Emirates. Performance takes place during social

and national occasions such as weddings and
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festivals, involving men of various ages forming
two facing lines. Guided by lead singer,
participants chant verses of Nabati poetry with
rhythmic drumming, while dancers move in

coordination holding wooden replica rifles.
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Originating as celebration of victory, Al-Razfa now
serves as communal entertainment expressing
unity and shared identity. Transmission continues
mainly through family and community
participation, allowing tradition to remain lively

across generations.
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4. Horse and camel Ardhah
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Horse and camel Ardhah (“=_2l') represents
traditional practice observed across Oman (clee).
During Alardhah day, communities gather near
racetracks to watch skilled riders demonstrate
ability in training and handling horses and camels,
accompanied by poetic recitation and traditional
arts. Performances include various coordinated
displays showing control, speed, and harmony

between riders and animals.
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Ardhah takes place during religious and national
celebrations and remains important cultural
expression in both rural and urban areas. Practice
involves men and women, supports participation
of young people, and continues transmission of

animal-related skills within communities.
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5. Camel racing, a social practice and a

festive heritage associated with camels
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Camel racing (c>¢!! 3b) represents social practice
and festive heritage practiced among communities
in Oman (clee). Racing camels are carefully
selected, trained, and prepared through traditional
knowledge transmitted within community. Races
take place at designated tracks under locally

recognized rules and customs.
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Practice connects strongly with nomadic lifestyle
and serves as source of inspiration for poetry and
singing. Skills and knowledge pass gradually to
children and young people through observation,
oral expression, and community participation,

supporting continuity of cultural tradition.




