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Museums and National Cultural
Hubs
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United Arab Emirates hosts wide range of
museums and cultural institutions, including
Louvre Abu Dhabi (2 i), Guggenheim Abu
Dhabi (sl aleia s2), Natural History Museum
Abu Dhabi (s sif sxalall & il Casia), Al Ain
Museum (ol —ais), and Sharjah Museum of

Islamic Civilization (3e3buy) 3 jlasll 48 LAl Caatia),

These institutions function primarily as specialized
museums, each focusing on specific domains
such as fine art, natural history, archaeology,

religious culture, or regional heritage.




Zayed National Museum
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In contrast, Institutional status of a “national
museum,” tasked with presenting integrated
narrative of nation itself, is granted exclusively to
Zayed National Museum (ibsV 3 <asic). As the
only national museum of UAE, it is designed to
articulate this country’s history and cultural values
across a continuous temporal framework, from

prehistoric origins to formation of modern state.
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Located in Saadiyat Cultural District (4l daksall
clband) ) in Abu Dhabi (bsl) , Zayed National
Museum (bl v <sic) presents human history
beginning with Paleolithic stone tools discovered
in Al Ain (¢il) | linking material heritage with

living traditions and social memory.




Sheikh Zayed bin Sultan Al Nahyan
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Through exhibitions, research, and public
programmes, it examines how values embodied
by the UAE’s Founding Father, Sheikh Zayed bin
Sultan Al Nahyan (gt i gl 00 25 &) | have
shaped cultural and institutional foundations of the
nation.

In this sense, the museum functions not merely as
exhibition space, but as a national cultural hub
responsible for framing, sustaining, and

transmitting cultural heritage at state level.




