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Overview of Oman Cultural Heritage

Register
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Oman Cultural Heritage Register is official system
managed by Ministry of Cultural Heritage and
Tourism (MoHT). Ministry announced in
November 2025 that it is working with government
and private museums to advance development of

national cultural heritage database.
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International Efforts Against lllicit Trade

in Cultural Property
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Sultanate of Oman (cle 4kl joins international
community each year on November 14 to observe
International Day Against lllicit Trade in Cultural
Heritage. Occasion raises awareness of
importance of safeguarding cultural heritage from
illegal trade and stresses need for preventive
measures and international cooperation. lllicit
trade in cultural heritage is transnational issue that

requires solidarity, exchange of expertise, and
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cooperation among countries. Oman possesses
wide range of tangible cultural heritage, including
immovable heritage such as castles, fortresses,
archaeological landmarks, and distinctive
geological sites, as well as movable heritage such
as pottery, stone tools, coins, seals, meteorites,

and other ancient objects.
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National Approach to Cultural Heritage

Protection
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MoHT reaffirms global commitment to protection
of cultural heritage and emphasizes that tangible
heritage represents national civilizational and
human identity. Ministry notes that illegal trade in
cultural property causes serious damage,
undermines national identity, and leads to loss of
valuable cultural assets. In response, MoHT
implements multiple initiatives including
awareness activities, capacity building programs,
and development of preventive measures against
theft, smuggling, and unlicensed sale of cultural

property.
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Cooperation with international organizations is
maintained through conferences and workshops.
Based on Oman Cultural Heritage Law issued
under Royal Decree No. 35/2019, MoHT
established Oman Cultural Heritage Register.
Register operates through electronic platform and
mobile application and enables citizens,
museums, and institutions to record cultural items
in their possession. Each registered item receives
unique identification code to support
documentation and tracking in case of theft or

loss.
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Functions of Oman Cultural Heritage Register
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Register also supports processes related to
export, loan, purchase, donation, and loss
reporting. System ensures that cultural property is
recorded in accordance with international
standards and contributes to safeguarding
heritage inside Oman and beyond. Since 2019,
Department of Cultural Heritage Registration and
Department of Combating lllegal Trade have
played central role in coordination of protection

activities with domestic and international partners.
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International Conventions and

Institutional Framework
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Oman has ratified several international
conventions, including Hague Convention of 1954
for Protection of Cultural Property in Event of
Armed Conflict and UNESCO Convention of 1970
on Means of Prohibiting and Preventing lllicit
Import, Export, and Transfer of Ownership of
Cultural Property. Oman was among countries

that adopted these international instruments at

early stage.
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Compliance with Heritage Protection

Law and Awareness Activities
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To increase awareness, MoHT organizes
workshops for customs officers, airport and port
authorities, postal sector staff, students, and local
communities. Sessions highlight definition, value,
and protection of archaeological and geological
heritage and promote vigilance against illegal
trade in cultural property. In cooperation with
relevant security authorities, MoHT continues
strengthening mechanisms for control of

movement of cultural assets.
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Updated list of restricted items has been
introduced to ensure compliance with Oman
Cultural Heritage Law (Royal Decree No.

35/2019), which remains foundation for protection,




management, and sustainability of national
heritage in line with international standards and

conventions.




