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63.4 Contemporary Artistic
Activities in Sultanate of
Oman
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b. Performing Arts and Music Represented by
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d. Cinema and Digital Culture Fusing Beautiful

Landscape and International Film Festival
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a. Tranquil and Harmonious
Traditional Culture and
Contemporary Art
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A prominent characteristic of contemporary art in
Sultanate of Oman (clee ikl is absolute
harmony and tranquility with tradition, unlike ultra-
futurism or rapid commercialization observed in
neighboring Gulf countries. Under strong aesthetic
vision of late Sultan Qaboos bin Said (= o o 58),
Oman has promoted unique cultural

modernization.
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Omani building regulations strictly limit
construction of skyscrapers, and mandate that all
contemporary architecture integrate traditional
white walls, arches, and openwork into
architectural designs. This national philosophy of
dignified development without haste deeply

penetrates contemporary art field, establishing
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unique, tranquil style that envelops rich national
nature, history, and traditional craftsmanship with

contemporary sensitivity.

Aerial view of Muscat, Oman
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Contemporary art development in Oman is supported
not only by individual artists but also by government-led
cultural policies. Ministry of Culture, Sports and Youth
(Sl s by Ml 388l 5,1 3 5) promotes cultural development,
while Oman Society for Fine Arts (osill dsleall 4aaeal)
4Ly supports young artists and organizes exhibitions.
National Museum (leall ik 5l anidll) preserves and
presents Oman nation’s heritage, and Royal Opera
House Muscat (ki Zalhlull 159V 1) serves as a center
for international performing arts exchange. Through
cooperation among these cultural institutions, Oman
continues to preserve its unique cultural identity while

fostering contemporary artistic activities.
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b. Performing Arts and Music
Represented by Royal Opera
House Muscat
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Royal Opera House Muscat (ki dallaludl | 353 )
in capital city Muscat (k&) symbolizes Omani
adoption of contemporary performing arts ahead
of other Gulf nations. Opened in 2011, this theater
was first authentic opera house in Gulf region,
pioneering history of classical music and
performing arts in this area. This opera house
architecture itself represents crystallization of
harmony between contemporary architecture and
traditional crafts. Its exterior resembles traditional
Omani fortresses covered with reflective white
marble, while interior features finest teakwood,
handcrafted woodcarvings, and gilded
decorations. Furthermore, it possesses state-of-
the-art movable acoustic shells and seatback

multimedia display systems.
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Royal Opera House Muscat not only regularly
hosts touring performances of opera and ballet by
world-class opera houses like Teatro alla Scala,
Vienna State Opera, and Royal Opera House in
London, but also produces numerous in-house
performances under theme of dialogue between
Arabic music and Western classical music. Fusion
concerts combining traditional Omani drums,
military polyrhythms, and orchestras represent
excellent examples, and this venue is deeply
loved internationally by many musicians as refined

hub of contemporary performing arts.




Royal Opera House Muscat
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Cinderella on Ice Captivates Audiences at the Royal Opera House Muscat (January 6, 2026, Oman Magazin)
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c. Unique Contemporary Visual Art
Abstracting Natural Landscape
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Visual arts, including contemporary Omani
painting, feature spiritual introspection and
abstraction of overwhelming Omani nature, such
as deserts, vast coastlines, and rocky faces of
Hajar Mountains (,s=!' Jus), unlike avant-garde

installation arts seen in Saudi Arabia (& !l 4Ll
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Anwar Sonya (Lis i)

(2026 Foreign Ministry of Sultanate of Oman)
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Anwar Sonya (s L sl) pioneered such scene
expressions. Called father of contemporary Omani
art, he has elevated Omani Bedouin (¢s~) culture,
traditional women's costumes, and beauty of
Arabic calligraphy into contemporary oil paintings
and abstract expressions since 1970s. He
discovered passion for art at age seven while
living in Bahrain (cx_~3), later becoming pioneer of
Omani art movement. His works fuse elements of
Impressionism, Pointillism, and Expressionism,
frequently incorporating Arabic calligraphy. His
creation draws inspiration from Omani traditions,
folklore, and natural landscapes, receiving
significant influence especially from his homeland,
Dhofar governorate (Utik). His works have been

exhibited worldwide, earning Sultan Qaboos Gold
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Award (el (s 58 Gl 3 ¥a) and Best Arab Artist
Award at Sharjah International Biennale (Jil s 3
Sl &8 )Ll M 4 e ol#), He is also known as
representative artist of Bait Muzna Gallery in

Oman (Ulee & 4350 g lle).
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Today, younger generations of artists actively
work through artistic foundations like Oman
Society for Fine Arts in Muscat. They express
continuous connection between history and
modernity within tranquil aesthetics by mixing
natural pigments from rich Omani soil, such as
frankincense and clay, into contemporary mixed
media, or creating conceptual art that

deconstructs traditional Arabic character shapes.

Landscape of Contemporary Omani Art

(March 2, 2025, Observer)
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d. Cinema and Digital Culture
Fusing Beautiful Landscape and
International Film Festival
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In Omani film industry, Muscat International Film

Festival serves as center for producing numerous
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beautiful, lyrical short films and documentaries set
against overwhelming nature and historical

heritage like Bahla Fort (s 42),
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Recently, young digital artists actively express
creativity through digital spaces like social media
networks and Behance, online platform for
creators to showcase works. They release portrait
works of contemporary youth wearing traditional
Omani costumes and graphic images of Muscat
cityscape depicted with futuristic atmosphere,
steadily spreading quiet yet new wave of digital

visual art.

11th Muscat International Film Festival (MIFF 2024)

(March 10, 2024, Muscat Daily)




Best Art Stories from Sekka Magazine - December 2021 (January 1, 2022, Art and Object)



