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Book Fairs in Seven Countries of
Arabian Peninsula
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Book Fair plays an important role in understanding
literature of Arabian Peninsula. Spread of
smartphones and progress of artificial intelligence
have changed ways people obtain information.
Even so, interest in reading remains strong across
Arabian Peninsula, and large Book Fairs continue

to attract many visitors.
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Book fair is not simple business meeting for
publishing industry nor a place for selling books. It
is national festival which government opens with
prestige and hundreds of thousands of citizens
visit. Riyadh (u=bl) and Jeddah (3x2) in Saudi
Arabia (sl 4y =l 4sladll) attract some of largest
visitor numbers in region. Scene where writers
gather became cultural shock for society which
was strict in past times. Sharjah (&_La) and Abu
Dhabi (4 5) in United Arab Emirates (<l _eY!
saaidll 4n 21l) grew into global hubs. International
book fair in Sharjah reached world class size in
rights trade. Ruler of Sharjah strongly supports
publishing through substantial financial
investment.

Cities like Muscat (:8-) in Oman (0we 4ikls), Doha
(A=) in Qatar (Lkd), Kuwait City (<< duas) in
Kuwait (<xs81), and Manama (3Lll) in Bahrain
(co~d) also hold large fairs every year. Book fair
is fixed as most important cultural event in annual

schedule of citizens.
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It is a cultural gathering where publishers, authors,
researchers, students, and readers meet and
exchange ideas. Many families visit exhibition

halls and purchase books ranging from children's
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literature to academic studies. Lectures and
discussions by well-known writers also help
promote reading culture.

Several reasons explain popularity of Book Fairs
in age of smartphones and digital media. Printed
books still represent knowledge and learning for
many people. Book Fairs also provide valuable
opportunities for direct meetings between authors
and readers. Governments support reading as
part of educational and cultural policies. Social
media further spreads information about new
publications and often encourages interest in

books.
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Countries of Gulf Cooperation Council (sl (s
<> show world highest level in diffusion of
smartphones and 5G networks. In society where
administrative procedures are completed on
application, reason why people buy heavy paper
books at venue has social background. First
reason is function as social space. Many cities in
Arabian Peninsula reach nearly 50 degrees in
summer.

Environment where family can spend time was
limited to shopping malls. In this situation,
international book fair functions as safe cultural
entertainment space for all family members.
Venue has sophisticated cafes, and readers enjoy
discussions by intellectuals, music programs, and
workshops.

Second reason is soft power strategy of
government. Governments try transition to
knowledge-based economy for departure from oil.
Government invites famous foreign writers with
subsidies and sends message that country is

center of intellect.
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This strong backup makes value that reading is

part of modern and educated way of life.
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One important reason for big popularity of book
fair is legal liberation from censorship. Many Arab
nations perform strict domestic censorship on
books from viewpoint of politics, religion, and
ethics. Conservative society easily excludes
progressive thought books and novels which
include social criticism from bookstores.

However, government lowers barrier of censorship
during international book fairs to keep appearance
of international cultural exchange. This special
measure allows publishers from Egypt (L),
Lebanon (c\), or Europe to display books with
sensitive contents directly. For readers, book fair
is only window in year to look and buy restricted
books or latest arguments directly without eyes of
censorship. Strong desire to obtain books that are
not usually available contributes to high sales

during fairs.




