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literature of Seven Arabian
Peninsula Countries
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1. Development of Literature in Saudi

Arabia and Contemporary Writing
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Saudi Arabia possesses largest literary market in
Arabian Peninsula (%:,=) 522l 4.5). Importance of
classical Arabic and historical position as
birthplace of Islam (23w¥1) have strongly influenced
literary development.

Poetry formed foundation of literary culture for
centuries. Classical poetry played an important
role in preserving stories of tribal glory and
achievements of ancestors, and it is still widely
read in schools and cultural activities today.
Nabati poetry (s =), which enjoys great
popularity across Gulf region, is also widely

appreciated in Saudi Arabia.
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During early twentieth century, newspapers and
magazines began to be published in Hejaz (Jsall)
region, centered on Jeddah (s22) and Mecca (4%),
and a new literary movement emerged. Expansion
of modern education and contact with overseas
countries promoted development of prose
literature, while novels and short stories grew into

major fields of literary activity.
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Oil development after 1950s had a major impact
on literature. Rapid urbanization and economic
growth brought significant changes to people's
lives. Writers have portrayed conflicts and
anxieties that emerged during transition from
traditional society to modern society.
Contemporary literary activities are centered in
Riyadh (u=b_V), Jeddah, and Dammam (alall).
Riyadh International Book Fair is known as one of
most important reading events in Arab world. In
recent years, book fairs have also been held in
various regions of Saudi Arabia, helping to expand

reading culture across country.

Abdulrahman Munif (<5 (s ) 22) stands among
most influential writers connected with Saudi
literary experience. His famous work “Cities of Salt
(L)) 22)” examines transformation caused by oil
discovery and remains highly significant in Arabic
literature.

Development of women's literature is also an
important aspect of Saudi Arabian literary culture.
Raja Alem (pl\= <\s_) is known for works set in
Makkah and became first Arab woman to receive
International Prize for Arabic Fiction (dllall & )
4w all 45 )1). Her works strongly reflect history and

spiritual culture of Hejaz region.
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Contemporary Saudi literature explores
participation of women in society, youth culture,
international exchange, urbanization, and
relationships between religion and modern
society. Recent social reforms have provided
many writers with new opportunities for
expression. Settings of literary works have also
expanded beyond traditional towns to major cities
and overseas locations.

Translations into English, French, and other
languages are increasing, and Saudi literature is
gaining wider recognition as part of world

literature.
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2. Literature of United Arab Emirates

and International Urban Society
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Literature of United Arab Emirates (iuall &y
saaidll) s still at a relatively early stage of
development. However, it has experienced one of
fastest rates of literary growth in Arabian
Peninsula.

Before federation was established, society
depended on pearl diving, maritime trade, and
nomadic life. Sea, desert, and movement of
people appeared frequently in literary expression.
Poetry occupied a central position.

After establishment of United Arab Emirates in
1971, expansion of education and development of
publishing activities contributed to rapid growth of
modern literature. Today, works are published in a
wide range of fields, including novels, short

stories, and children's literature
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Sharjah (3_Lal)), Dubai (), and Abu Dhabi (= 5f)

are leading cultural centers.

Sharjah is known as a center of reading culture
and publishing activity. Sharjah International Book
Fair (sl Jsall 48 L3l = 124) is one of world's
leading book fairs and attracts large numbers of
publishers and readers. Recent editions have
reported participation by more than 2 million
visitors and several thousand publishing houses.
Dubai serves as an international meeting place for
authors and readers through Emirates Airline
Festival of Literature (<s3U <l jley) o) sk ol ses).
Abu Dhabi supports publishing and translation
through Abu Dhabi International Book Fair (u=_2e
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In contemporary literature, unique environment of
a multicultural and multinational society has
become an important theme. Writers often explore
issue of how to preserve their own culture and
traditions in a society where foreign residents
outnumber citizens.

Another major theme is transformation of
landscapes brought about by rapid urban
development. Contrast between traditional pearl-
diving villages and modern skyscraper clusters

has attracted many authors’ attention.

In twenty-first-century literature, cultural identity,
globalization, family relationships, and
environmental issues are among the most

important themes.
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3. Literature of Yemen with Long

Historical Tradition
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Literature of Yemen represents one of oldest
literary traditions in Arabian Peninsula. Poetry
flourished for centuries and produced many
scholars, poets, and intellectual figures.

Sanaa (slxiw), Taiz (J=3), and Aden (ux=)
developed as important cultural centers. Old City
of Sanaa is known for its unique urban landscape
and has become setting for many literary works.
History, religion, tribal society, and everyday life
have long appeared in Yemeni writing. Oral
traditions and folk tales continue to form an
important part of cultural memory.

Modern literature grew during twentieth century,
with novels and short stories becoming important
literary forms. At same time, an increasing number
of works addressed social change and political
issues.

Ali Al-Mugri (&l =) is regarded as one of
leading figures in contemporary Yemeni literature.
His novels explore religion, society, and individual
freedom. Works such as “The Handsome Jew
(=) s25¢)” and “Hurma (“«_=)” have attracted
international attention and have been translated
into several languages.

Recent Yemeni literature explores themes of
social change, migration, war, human dignity, and
hope. Although political difficulties have affected
literary activity, many writers continue to produce
literary works..

An increasing number of Yemeni authors live and
work outside Yemen. They publish works that
combine attachment to homeland with

international perspectives.
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A major characteristic of Yemeni literature is its
deep concern for human beings. While portraying
society and politics, it always places individual
lives and human dignity at its center. In this
respect, Yemeni literature leaves a particularly
strong impression within literary culture of Arabian

Peninsula.
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4. Literature of Oman as Maritime

Nation

Fv—U3HE, T ETEEORTHRHIMA
PEDFRNICETY, TOERITIIRWIEERS O
JESR D380 £,

= OMITEHLS B A R, W77 U B, <
VT R E AR L, 2Rk 3k & Bl
LTCEE LR, 2Ok, v — U3 AIREE
R DIED O B EFLTVET,

WSO CIEESA LT L, B, B, A
Ry NHOEEHFRFEREFET L, EMRITA
% & BRI OB & IS BN O FERIT L > T
M BRIELE LT,

Y AA v b (i) (THAEDSCATEBIO FLHET
T Ty 7 =T RIUTELIE RIS T
WET,

21 DA~ — 0 LRI HOWTEED A, YVa—
T TH=n— b — (Sl dan) OTFEIFK
EER A, BROES THORKIZD (Sl
all) ] JX 2019 FFICIEER T 1 — B (Sssils
L) ZZEHL, 777 MEFE L THID THRE
BB LB E R0 F LI,

Literature of Oman possesses a distinctive
character within Arabian Peninsula. Long maritime
history has played a major role in shaping literary
culture.

For centuries, Omani ships travelled across Indian
Ocean, connecting Oman with India, East Africa,
Persian Gulf, and Red Sea region. These contacts
influenced literature and broadened cultural
horizons.

Poetry dominated classical literary life. Religion,
history, nature, and human experience formed
major themes. Modern education and publishing
later encouraged growth of fiction.

Muscat (k&) serves as principal cultural center of
contemporary literary activity. Book fairs and
cultural events are regularly organized and attract
wide participation.

No discussion of contemporary Omani literature is
complete without Jokha Alharthi (Sl 42 52). Her
novel “Celestial Bodies («ill <laws)” won
International Booker Prize (3dsdl S5 33s) in 2019,
making her first Arab writer to receive that award.
Novel presents Omani society during a period of

transformation.
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Many works portray Omani families living through
social change. Relationships between tradition
and modernization are recurring themes in Omani
literature. Although rapid development has
transformed everyday life, many writers continue
to treat historical memory and local culture as
important subjects.

In recent years, novels written from women's
perspectives have become increasingly common.
Family, education, social change, and historical
memory are among major themes.

Maritime literature also remains an important part
of Omani literary culture. Many works feature
sailors, merchants, migrants, and returning
travellers as central characters. This reflects
Oman's long history as a nation shaped by sea.
Since beginning of twenty-first century, Omani
literature has gained increasing international
recognition, and translations into English and
many other languages have expanded. Following
success of Jokha Alharthi, Omani literature has
continued to strengthen its presence within world

literature.
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5. Cultural Development Policy and

Literature of Qatar
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Literature of Qatar has grown rapidly during recent
decades. Although literary development began
later than in some neighboring countries, Qatar
now plays an increasingly visible role in Arabic
literary culture.

Poetry dominated literary expression during
nineteenth and early twentieth centuries. Nabati

poetry (ks J=3) preserved tribal traditions and
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historical memory. Following economic
transformation connected with oil development,
fiction and short stories expanded significantly.
Doha (4=l) serves as principal center of literary
and publishing activity. Educational institutions
and libraries have strengthened reading culture
across country.

An essential institution in contemporary Qatari
literature is Katara Prize. Katara Prize for Arabic
Novel (3=l 45,1 1S 5 3ia), established by Katara
Cultural Village, has become one of leading
literary awards in Arab world. Translation and
international promotion of winning works are also
supported, contributing to development of Arabic
literature as a whole.

Literary festivals, reading promotion programs,
and support for young writers are actively
encouraged in Qatar. These initiatives create
cultural influence that extends beyond size of
literary market.

In twenty-first century, Qatari literature has
focused on themes such as nation building,
education, participation of women in society,
cultural identity, and globalization. Social changes
brought about by rapid economic development
have attracted particular interest among many
writers.

Questions of how to engage with international
society while preserving national cultural traditions
are also frequently explored. This can be regarded
as one of characteristic features of contemporary

Qatari literature.
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6. Kuwait as Pioneer of Publishing

Culture in Gulf Region
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Kuwaiti literature occupies an important place in
history of modern literature in Gulf region. Kuwait
developed educational institutions and publishing
activities at a relatively early stage, while
newspapers, magazines, and publishing houses
played an important role in supporting literary
growth.

Traditionally, poetry was central to literary culture.
Poems expressing values of tribal society and
religious spirit were highly respected for many
generations. However, from middle of twentieth
century onward, novels and short stories
developed rapidly, and scope of literary
expression expanded greatly.

Location between Arabian Peninsula and Iraq
exposed Kuwait to many cultural influences. As a
result, literary development often progressed
earlier than in several neighboring countries.
Ismail Fahd Ismail (dieleus! 38 Jielausl) stands among
most important Kuwaiti novelists. He is widely
regarded as a pioneer of Kuwaiti fiction and
produced numerous novels and short stories
dealing with society, history, and human

experience.

Moreover, many prominent writers, such as Laila
Al-Othman (clixll J4) and Taleb Al-Refai (<t
<=&)), have contributed greatly to literary life and
have received international recognition. Women
writers achieved visibility relatively early, helping
to foster development of women'’s literature and
expand literary perspectives. Numerous works
depicting society and family from women'’s

perspectives have also been published.
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1990 Gulf War left a profound impact on Kuwaiti
literature. Experiences of occupation and
liberation prompted many writers to reflect on
nation, memory, homeland, and identity. In
subsequent literature, these themes became
major subjects, while war experiences, rapid
modernization, and globalization also emerged as
important themes.

Contemporary Kuwaiti literature examines
globalization, relationships between citizens and
migrant communities, sectarian differences, youth
culture, information society, and social diversity.
Many works also portray prosperous societies of
Gulf region and various challenges that lie behind
them.

Kuwait continues to serve as an important center
of publishing culture and literary exchange in Gulf
region. Its role extends beyond literary creation to
serving as a cultural bridge connecting writers and

researchers from neighboring countries.
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7. Bahrain as Early Center of Modern

Literature in Gulf Region
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Bahrain occupies an important position in modern
literary history of Gulf region.

Since ancient Dilmun period, islands of Bahrain
have served as centers of trade and cultural
exchange. This diversity influenced literary
development.

Poetry traditionally formed core of literary life.
Classical Arabic poetry remains respected, while
free verse and prose poetry became increasingly

important during twentieth century.
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Qassim Haddad (2las ~8) and Ali Al-Shargawi (=
$s4_4l) are among leading literary figures. Their
writing helped connect literary heritage with

modern concerns.

Women’s literature also occupies an important
place in contemporary literature. During second
half of 20th century, female poets and women
writers were active and contributed significantly to
development of free verse and prose literature.
Contemporary literature explores social change,
urban life, cultural diversity, and youth culture. As
an island nation, Bahrain maintains active
exchanges with outside world, and openness to
external influences remains a defining
characteristic of Bahraini literary life.

Many Bahraini literary works also address social
issues and inner lives of individuals. Short fiction
and poetry continue to maintain high standards.
Despite small national territory, Bahrain has
played an important role in development of

literature across Gulf region.




