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Writers of Seven Countries in
Arabian Peninsula
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1. Abdallah Al Busais

WIFVIT—bDEFNINRRT, FNTTUFE
fit. 5E#RE 1 M. ZLTlLost MemoryJ4[Qaf is a
Killerll. [Seen is Happyl. [Taste of the WolflZ &
4 MO/NEREHMRLTWNET, 2017 FIZ[E v
DTV I T TINREPIDEEZEL, TD /IR
IFHEFEICHIRESNEL=,

He is a Kuwaiti poet and novelist who published
one Nabatean poetry collection, one short story
collection, and four published novels including
‘Lost Memory’ , ‘Qaf is a Killer’ , ‘Seen is Happy’
and ‘Taste of the Wolf'. In 2017, he won an award
in fiction writing at Sharjah Book Fair for his novel

and it was translated into Chinese language.
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2. Abdo Khal
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Khal (born  August 3, 1962, Al-Mijannah (3ixll),
Jizan () #), Saudi Arabia) left his home village at
a young age and currently lives in Jeddah (32»).
Before becoming a full-time writer, Khal worked as
a journalist and has been active in journalism
since 1982. Khal works as Editor-in-chief

and a daily columnist of Ukaz (:S<) newspaper.
Moreover, he is member of Board of Directors of
Jeddah Literary Club. In 2010, Khal won
International Prize for Arabic Fiction for his novel
Spewing Sparks as Big as Castles, which is also
known as She Throws Sparks. It was published by

Al-Jamal Publications (deall <) 53).
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3. Abdelrahman Munif

FTIRGISITI - sn=—7(1933 F-2004 )L,
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FEEERAFELI 15 EDNBROF T, EDHTH]
() ) [ FEDFAKLHONIAERTT, 1984 &

Abdulrahman Munif (1933-2004) was born in
Amman (ce) to a family of Saudi Najdi (s2x3)
origin, with Iraqi (8 _,~Y) roots through his
grandmother. He studied in Baghdad (~)xx) and
Cairo (s_»ldll), received a law degree from
Sorbonne, and earned a PhD in oil economics
from University of Belgrade. After working in oil
industry and related fields, he turned to literature
in 1970s and became known for sharp criticism of
political and economic elites in Middle East. His

experience as an oil specialist shaped much of his
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writing. Among 15 novels, Cities of Salt (el ;)
remains his best-known work. First published in
1984, it portrays dramatic transformation of
Arabian Peninsula brought by oil development,
describing how traditional oasis and Bedouin (sx)
communities were reshaped by sudden wealth,
foreign influence, and modernization. Widely
regarded as a landmark of modern Arabic
literature, it established Munif as a major novelist
of Arabian Peninsula. His criticism of political and
economic elites led Saudi Arabia to ban many of

his books and revoke his Saudi citizenship.
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4. Abdulaziz Al-Mahmoud
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Abdulaziz Al-Mahmoud is a Qatari engineer,
former officer of Qatar Emiri Air Force (4 sl < sl
4kl 3 ,06Y1), journalist, and author. He studied
engineering at Clarkson University and later
received a diploma in aviation and engineering
from a university in United Kingdom. He served as
editor-in-chief of The Peninsula (¥ _siis) and its
Arabic counterpart, Al Sharqg (&4, He later
worked as editor-in-chief of Al Jazeera (5_n )2 43
4.3eY)) online edition for five years. As a writer,
his debut novel Al Qursan (cb=_dll) achieved
commercial success following publication in 2011.
An English translation, The Corsair, appeared in

following year and became one of the best-selling




books by a Qatari writer. His second novel, The
Holy Sail (U3l ¢),4), is another work of naval

historical fiction.
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5. Ali Al Shargawi

FUEV-TIAEL DL L TIL=% LAY
£1F 1948 FIZTF— (L) THEFENELI=, 1967
FEICEREEMELTIMEL. 1971 EITATIDAX
FHMERAMTRUEIMGL =, 1981 FEITAFYRT
OB FEUVERTEL =, 1970 FRHEAE. BTN
NUAVERBRITMAL., IESHARZE (LY, 1980
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Ali bin Ahmed bin Jassim Al Shargawi was born in
Manama (“ldll) in 1948. He obtained his high
school diploma in 1967 and earned a degree from
an institute of humanities in Iraq in 1971 before
pursuing further studies in Britain in 1981. In early
1970s, he joined Bahrain Writers Association,
where he published extensively and served in
administrative roles, including several terms as
president beginning in 1980. He is a leading
Bahraini poet, lyricist, and playwright whose work
has been translated into English, German,

Bulgarian, Russian, Kurdish, and French.

1968 FEIZFDHRKREIRD. TCIZT ST O OH
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He began publishing poetry in 1968 and soon
gained recognition in Arab newspapers and
magazines. His involvement in theatre started with
Awal Theatre (U5l z ), the oldest theatre group
in Bahrain. He has participated in numerous
literary festivals and conferences across Arab
world and is a member of Arab Writers Union. In
2002, he received an award for Best Play in
Bahrain's Theatrical Authorship Competition and
was awarded Sheikh Isa bin Salman Al Khalifa
(Aalx J gl o (owe) Medal in 2001 and

Competence Medal in 2002. His first poetry




collection, Thunder in Seasons of Bahrain's
Drought (o sl Jaadll aul s 8 20 Jll), was published in
1975.
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6. Ali al-Mugri

T TIL=LIVIEATAVDINRERETY , (&
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Ali Al-Mugri is a Yemeni novelist. He was born in
Taiz (J=5), Yemen, in 1966 and began writing
literature at his age of eighteen. In 1997, he
became editor-in-chief of Al-Hikmah (i), the
journal of the Yemeni Writers' Association. He
later served as an editor of another literary journal
Gayman (k). In 2015, he fled to Paris after
receiving death threats for writing sexually
charged books.

Al-Mugri's work has been published in Banipal
magazine (Jwib 4xs), The New York Times, and
the French newspaper Libération. Two of his
novels, Black Taste, Black Odour (&s3),.. 2sul ash
¢12s) and The Handsome Jew (A= s2563ll), were
longlisted for International Prize for Arabic Fiction
(Arab Booker Prize). He also received a special
commendation from Jury, 2015 French Prize for
Arabic Literature for his novel Hurma (Femme
interdite) (=), which was translated into French.
His poetry collections include A Window to the
Body (2«21l 338l5), Happening in Oblivion (& Sasy

o), and Restorations (<l 5).
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Amin Saleh is a prominent Bahraini author,
scriptwriter, poet, journalist, and translator. Born in
Manama (&Lll) in 1950, he completed his high
school education locally in 1967 before earning a
Bachelor's degree in English Literature. He initially
worked as financial staff for various travel
agencies and later traveled to France to study at a
cinema academy, though he did not complete his

studies.

H—L/\[F 1973 FIZ5E#REHona al warda, hona
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LAV DNEADFIRED— ANELLEZALONTEY.
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Saleh began his literary journey in 1973 with the
publication of his short story collection, "Hona al
warda, hona narqos" (u=i_s La,, 32,40l s / Here is
the Rose, Here we Dance). He is widely
considered one of the first Bahraini translators,
having translated numerous global literary and
cinematic works into Arabic. As a prolific
screenwriter, he has written about 20 TV series
screenplays and seven feature film scripts.
Notably, his 1990 movie, Al Hajez ()= / The
Barrier), made history as the first feature-length
film in Bahrain. In recognition of his cultural
contributions, Saleh was honored with the
Bahraini Medal, First Class (43l e 3:lS olu s

&s¥1) in 2007.
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His other masterpieces include “Al-Gwashen
(U a1y, “Less Engineering... Less Maps (A
Jil L ., J8l)”) “North... to a House That Longs for
the South (wsiall I gy @ . Yi)”, “Writing with
Light: In Cinema, Trends, Issues and Films

(P25 Ll 5 lala) clasaad) i ¢ sualls LUSNY, and his
translation of Andrei Tarkovsky's “Sculpting in

Time () b cadlly”,




8. 7vaZ - TN=<7%
J—

8. Bushra al-Magqtari
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Bushra al-Magqtari (s_kiell %) of Yemen is a
prominent writer and activist born in 1979 in Taiz
(U=3), who spent part of childhood in Saudi Arabia
(A2 saudl &y 21t A<laall) until her family faced expulsion
in 1990. She studied history at Taiz University
(U5 4=da) and rose to fame as a fearless leader
during 2011 Yemeni Revolution (3l 3,51). As a
rare progressive voice in conservative society, she
has faced online threats and 2012 religious fatwa
(s5®). Her literary work, particularly 2012 novel
Behind the Sun (o4l «ls) and acclaimed 2018
nonfiction book What You Have Left Behind ()3
el 5 < 55), documents raw experiences of war
survivors and forced disappearances. For
courageous journalism and defense of free
speech, she has won international honors,
including Johann Philipp Palm Award (ot s 5 ¥ls
b «uld) and Tucholsky Prize (oS- s i3 3ls),
Despite offers to emigrate to France (.i_2) or
Sweden (2411), she continues to live and work in
Yemen (u«l). Personally, her first marriage ended
in divorce, and she is now married to Sadeq Al

Ghanem (ple e 3ia),
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9. Dalal Khalifa

BS5—)LHA)IT7IEII—ILDINRRTEERTT,
DT (sld) (T, HF— L TRIDIT/DEREF
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LWTLVELE,

Dalal Khalifa is a Qatari novelist and playwright.
Together with her sister, Shu'a’ (¢\=%), she was
among the first writers in Qatar to publish novels.
She has also written plays, three of which were
published in a single volume, Insan fi Hayz al-
Wujud (25250 S & olsil) (A Person in the Sphere
of Existence), in 1995.

Born in Doha (3~3), Qatar, Khalifa received a
bachelor's degree in English from Qatar University
(Ukd 4xsls) and holds a master's degree in
translation from Heriot-Watt University (i

Qs @ g m). She was formerly head of Foreign
Publications Unit and also led Women's cultural

forum Marasina (L ).
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10. Hamdah Khamis
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Hamda Khamis is a pioneering poet and freelance
columnist from Bahrain (c:0~) born in 1945,
widely regarded as one of the most well
recognized contemporary Bahraini poets. In 1969,
she made history by publishing Shrapnel (W),
which marked first female-authored poetry

collection in Bahraini poetry scene.
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As a highly acclaimed literary figure, she has
published nine collections exploring abstract and
cosmic themes. Her celebrated works include her
own standalone collection, The Bliss of Love (s
G4=ll), Her exceptional poems have been featured
in major international anthologies, such as
Gathering the Tide (2l ). Additionally, her
famous poem, You Have Your Time, | Have Mine
(385 s liis ) was selected for publication in
contemporary literary anthologies. She
represented Bahraini literature at Abu Dhabi
International Book Fair (<Usll sl s sl (= yae)
and remains celebrated for her modern, non-

rhyming style.

M1. vy - eF—1

11. Hissa Hilal
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Hissa Hilal (J>» 4as), formerly known by her pen
name Remia (), is a Saudi Arabian poet. She
gained international recognition in 2010 through
“the Emirati television poetry competition Million's
Poet (uslall eli)”, where she became the first
woman to reach its final round. Her poem “The
Chaos of Fatwas (st )", which criticized
religious extremism and the misuse of fatwas
(s54), attracted widespread attention throughout

Arab world and beyond.

tI—id, AL CEEE (SoY ) [TV
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Born in a Bedouin community in northwestern
Saudi Arabia near Jordanian border (2, aall),
Hilal began writing poetry when she was twelve.

She later attended secondary school in Bahrain
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(crsd), where she developed an interest in
English literature. While working in Riyadh (c=b_b),
she published poems in newspapers and
magazines and went on to work as an editor and
correspondent for several publications in Saudi
Arabia and Gulf region, including Al-Hayat (x>

sall),
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4 & DRIEBIRIZOVTIE, AR BRERIZ T35
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Hilal published her early poetry collections “The
Language of the Sand Heap (el i< 4l)
(1993) and The Bedewed One (sl iill) “ under
her pseudonym Remia. Arab bibliographic
sources also record the titles “Voice of Cardamom
(&) 2a¢l)” and “ Bedewed One (s-d)” among
her early poetry collections, although their precise
relationship between these Arabic titles and
English renderings requires further bibliographical

verification.
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Following her appearance on Million's Poet, she
published “Divorce and Kholu® Poetry: A Reading
of the Status of Women in Tribal Society and
Nabati Poetry as a Witness (s _i: 1 s o1l 5 33\
Taals ) i)y ¢ Ll aainall i 51 jall o 1) in 2010
This work examines women’s position in tribal
society through Nabati poetry and incorporates
poetic material attributed to Bedouin women

preserved in oral traditions.
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In 2011, she published Enlightenment, whose
Arabic title is Tanwir (L:s5). Contemporary Arabic
sources describe Tanwir (L2 55) as a poetry
collection containing ninety-nine poems and
including works presented during her participation
in Million's Poet, among them “The Chaos of

Fatwas (sl = sd)”.
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Her poetry frequently explores issues of justice,
freedom of expression, women's experiences, and

social reform.
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12. Ismail Fahd Ismail
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Ismail Fahd Ismail (Jeles) 268 Jelaul) was a Kuwaiti
novelist (1940-2018), short-story writer, and
literary critic regarded as one of pioneers of
modern Kuwaiti fiction. Born in 1940, Ismail
worked in Basra (3_~4') during 1950s. Political
instability in Iraq (32)') eventually led to his
imprisonment and subsequent return to Kuwait in
1967. He later graduated from Higher Institute of
Dramatic Arts in Kuwait (dus el o5l Mall agaall),
specializing in drama and literary criticism, and
worked for Ministry of Education (s 8 4x il 5 35
<y &ll) before devoting himself to literary activity.
He died in Kuwait City on 25 September 2018 at

age of seventy-eight.
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Ismail's fiction frequently explored political and
social issues in Iraq, Kuwait, and wider Arab
world. His early writings reflected turbulence of
modern Iraqi history, while his later works focused
more broadly on Kuwaiti society, Palestinian
question, war, exile, identity, and human
consequences of political conflict. His narrative
style combined meticulous research with close

attention to local speech, social environments,
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and historical experience. He also founded and
led literary forum Tuesday Gathering (+5>41l i),
which became an important meeting place for

writers and intellectuals in Kuwait.
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Among his most important novels is The Rope
(1965, Jall), an early work inspired by Iraqg's
political atmosphere during 1950s and 1960s.
Another major work is The Phoenix and the
Faithful Friend (s Jall 5 ¢laiall 5 s 8) which was
shortlisted for International Prize for Arabic Fiction
in 2014 and portrays lives of Bedoon people
(0sad) in Kuwait. His final internationally acclaimed
novel, Sablés (2017, <UL, set against Iran-Iraq
War (1Y) zial < 5a), was later translated into
English under its English title The Old Woman and

the River.
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Today, Ismail Fahd Ismail is remembered as one
of founders of modern Kuwaiti narrative literature
and as a writer whose works chronicled many
political, social, and cultural transformations of
modern Arab world. He left behind more than
twenty-seven novels, several short-story
collections, plays, and works of literary criticism;
among these, aforementioned works are widely

regarded as his masterpieces.
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13. Jokha Alharthi
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Jokha Alharthi (Slsd 43 52) is an Omani novelist,
scholar, and academic recognized as one of the
most prominent voices in contemporary Omani
literature. Born in 1978, she studied in Oman and
United Kingdom, earning a PhD in classical Arabic
literature from University of Edinburgh. She
teaches at Sultan Qaboos University (OUsludl dads

o= ) in Muscat (ki)
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Alharthi gained international recognition through
her novel Sayyidat al-Qamar (<& <law), published
in English as Celestial Bodies (Ladies of the
Moon). Translated by Marilyn Booth, this novel
won Man Booker International Prize in 2019,
making Alharthi the first Arab author to receive
such an award. This work presents a multi-layered
portrait of Omani society through lives of several
generations of women and families, exploring
social change, memory, identity, and historical

transformation.
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In addition to Celestial Bodies, Alharthi has
published several novels, including Narinjah
(34, Bitter Orange Tree) and Harir al-Ghazala
(A2 s, Silken Gazelles). She has also written
short stories and academic studies on Arabic
literature.

Alharthi's fiction is distinguished by its nuanced
portrayal of Omani society, particularly from
perspectives of women, and by its exploration of
tradition, modernity, family, and cultural identity.

Her works have contributed significantly to




growing international recognition of Omani

literature and contemporary Arab writing.
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14. Kaltham Jaber
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Kaltham Jaber Al-Kuwari (sl s8) na £K) is a Qatari
writer, poet, scholar, and social researcher born in
Doha (3~1') in 1958. She is widely regarded as
one of pioneers of modern Qatari women's writing
and as a significant figure in development of

contemporary Qatari literature.
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Born into a literary family, Al-Kuwari is daughter of
Qatari poet Jaber bin Mohammed Al-Kuwari (=
)8 2as ). She pursued higher education in
Egypt, earning a master's degree in social work
from Helwan University (0/sls 2=<x) and a
doctorate from Cairo University (3_alll 42ds). She
later joined Qatar University (ké 2x4\s), where she

taught in Department of Social Sciences.
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Al-Kuwari began her literary career during 1970s
through contributions to Qatari cultural magazines.
In 1978, she published Ania wa Ghabat as-Samt
wa at-Taraddud (23 5 aall 4e 5 Wil) (Anya and
the Forest of Silence and Hesitation), becoming
the first Qatari woman to publish a collection of
short stories. The work explored aspirations of

women seeking greater participation in shaping




social and cultural life, and is regarded as a

landmark in history of Qatari literature.
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Among her notable works is short story The Face
of an Arab Woman (4= 3l 4l 425), which examines
experiences and challenges faced by Arab women
and earned recognition through Creativity Award
of Al Jasra Cultural and Social Club (A& & jmall
<=Wia¥l). Beyond fiction, she has written studies
on Qatari society and cultural heritage. Her book
The Life Cycle in Qatari Society Tradition (5,3
kil aaiadl & 8 5a)l) documents customs,
everyday life, and social traditions of Qatar,
preserving aspects of cultural memory and

folklore.
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Throughout her career, Al-Kuwari has combined
literary activity, academic research, and public
engagement. Her writings frequently address
women's roles, social change, cultural identity,
and relationship between tradition and modernity.
She is remembered as an important pioneer
whose work helped open new paths for women

writers in Qatar and wider Gulf region.
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15. Laila al-Othman
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Laila al-Othman (clixdl (L) is a Kuwaiti novelist,
short-story writer, and columnist born in 1943.
Widely regarded as one of the most influential

women writers in modern Kuwaiti literature, she
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has published numerous novels, short-story
collections, and newspaper articles over a literary

career spanning several decades.
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Born in Kuwait, al-Othman developed an early
interest in literature despite social restrictions that
limited educational opportunities for women. She
began publishing during 1960s and gradually
established herself as an important literary voice
in Gulf region. Her writings frequently draw upon
personal experience, social observation, and
political events that shaped modern Arab

societies.
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Al-Othman's fiction often explores relationships
between men and women, women's aspirations,
social inequality, family conflict, and pressures
imposed by traditional norms. Many of her works
portray female characters struggling to assert their
identity and independence within conservative
social environments. Political upheavals, including
Gulf War (38l misll & ) and regional conflicts,
also became significant themes in her later

writings.
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Among her best-known novels is Wasmiyya
Comes Out of the Sea (1986, il (e z 23 4aus), @
work inspired in part by experiences from her own
childhood. This novel is regarded as one of the
most important works of modern Kuwaiti fiction
and was later adapted for film, radio, and theatre.
Other notable novels include The Woman and the
Cat (1985, akill;3i ), The Trial (2000, dSlaall)
Days in Yemen (o=l 4 o4f), and A Diary of

Patience and Bitterness (ualls juall il s3).,
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Today, Laila al-Othman is remembered as a

pioneering figure in contemporary Gulf literature
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whose works helped expand literary discussion of
women's experiences, social change, and cultural
identity in Arab societies. Her influence extends
beyond Kuwait through both her fiction and her

support for emerging Arab writers.
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16. Mohamed Al-Harthy
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Muhammad Al-Harthy (sl 2ax) is an Omani
poet, travel writer, essayist, and novelist whose
work combines literary reflection, travel
experience, and engagement with both classical
and modern literary traditions. Trained in geology
and marine science, he initially worked in a
scientific field before leaving his profession to

devote himself to writing and travel.
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Al-Harthy published his first poetry collection,
Eyes While It's Still Light (Uledll Ji sk 052, in 1992.
Over following decades, he established himself as
an important voice in contemporary Omani poetry
through collections such as Every Night Until the
Morning )1994) (s 3 J(, Far from Zanzibar
)1997) (Ll e 2xd(, Eva's Mosaic (s)sa sludd)
(2002), A Game That Doesn't Get Boring ¥ 4)(
)2005) (J<, and Back to Writing in Pencil

)2013) (caboa s alis A 53 5.
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Travel occupies a central place in Al-Harthy's

literary world. His travel book Eye and Wing (csg
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)2004) (=5, based on journeys through
Southeast Asia, Andalusia, and Arabian
Peninsula, received Ibn Battuta Award () 3 s

ik L) for geographical writing in 2005. Beyond
poetry and travel writing, he has also published
essays, including The Workshop of the Past (3
)2013) (=W, and the novel Studying Manuscripts
)2013) (A shiall mas(,
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Al-Harthy's poetry is distinguished by its dialogue
with literary traditions across cultures. His poems
frequently begin with quotations from classical
Arab poets as well as international writers such as
Franz Kafka, Allen Ginsberg, Alberto Hidalgo, and
W. S. Merwin. Themes of memory, travel,
language, solitude, and cultural encounter recur

throughout his work.

WDl bEABRFEZFEOMT, FE THTORN
Ho¥ix | < [$hE TORE~DEIF] HHY |
SEBEDOH DATAFRE THER] bThICEE
NEF, FF ORITF L THZEBLU T, 7
=o)Ly =X T T T OSUFREPE & LD RN
R SCF DT ST ~DIROFE DD & 2 HEFF L7278

b, BA~— L URICRESEMLE Lz,

Among his most notable books are the poetry
collections Eyes While It's Still Light (J) sk o=
Jll) and Back to Writing in Pencil (alé 4,6sll 53 e
u=la))), together with the award-winning travel
narrative Eye and Wing (s cxe). Through
poetry, travel literature, and prose, Al-Harthy has
contributed significantly to contemporary Omani
literature while maintaining a deep connection to
both Arab literary heritage and wider world

literature.
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Mohammad Al Murr (<)l 2ss) is a prominent short-
story writer from United Arab Emirates born in
Dubai in 1955. After graduating from Syracuse
University (055w 4xala) in United States, he
contributed to numerous academic institutions and
councils across UAE. Notably, he led Dubai
Cultural Council (&) 2 (lss), an organization
later reorganized as Dubai Culture & Arts

Authority (sl s A6 0 dia),
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Literary career of Al Murr includes publication of
more than 15 volumes of short stories.
International readers recognize his work through
two major collections translated into English:
Dubai Tales (= <lss) and The Wink of the Mona

Lisa (1 sbsall 5 3a2).
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In addition to literary achievements, Al Murr holds
a distinguished record in public service. In 2011,
he joined Federal National Council's 15th Chapter
(g phagll alaall e Gualadl 2,880 Juaill) as a
representative of the Emirate of Dubai (s_lY e
). He achieved immediate selection as Speaker,
serving in this prestigious leadership role from
2011 10 2015 (ple ) 2011 ple Ga udaall ()

2015).
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18. Mohammed al-Ajami
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Mohammed al-Ajami (eaall culll o 2as), also
recognized as Mohammed |bn al-Dheeb (0 2ess

<), is a Qatari poet whose literature and political




TRIIE BN S R 22T E B 2B 712 7 — )V NODFF
AT, DA BRF (pdldds) TLFEZFAT
W, RIFRICH Z — L TERZERLERE
FORICERT D Z LT DFOBEICHEEL
L7ze 2011 A, 7A=7 Y% I =L F—~
(asll) TYHFIZ K > THERH S v, BRI
ShELK,

activism drew global attention. While studying
literature at Cairo University (s_alll 4xxl2), he
engaged in writing poetry that later faced severe
state security charges in Qatar. In November
2011, al-Ajami was summoned by officials in Doha

(4~) and immediately detained.
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Authorities accused him of insulting Emir Hamad
bin Khalifa Al Thani (% Ji 4&da ¢ 2a) and inciting
overthrow of ruling system, a charge that carried a
potential death penalty. During legal proceedings,
al-Ajami spent five months in solitary confinement,
and his trial faced postponement five times before

reaching a verdict.
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In November 2012, a secret trial sentenced al-
Ajami to life imprisonment based on testimonies
from poetry experts representing government
ministries of education and culture. Defense
attorney Najeeb Al Nuaimi (=il cuai) heavily
criticized court procedures and accused
authorities of evidence tampering. Exact basis for
charges involved creative works connected to

broader political movements.
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Activists confirmed that his arrest stemmed from
two major pieces: “Tunisian Jasmine (Czesll
«=i501)" which praised Tunisian revolution (¢,
4a5) and regional Arab Spring (4 &2 1), and
“The Cairo Poem (s_aUll s2.28)", a privately recited
piece from 2010 that circulated online without his
consent. In February 2013, court reduced

sentence to fifteen years.
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International response to detention was highly
critical. Amnesty International labeled al-Ajami a
prisoner of conscience, demanding immediate
release if held solely for his poetry. Human Rights

Watch condemned Qatar for a double standard on




. REOBBRICHT AN E =D T EEELIE
MELELF, v - TAUI L - B &—,
Fevrs7, ZLTEEDZDD 10 TADFFA

1 —

freedom of expression. Civil actions from
international groups like PEN American Center,

Code Pink, and 100 Thousand Poets for Change
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United Nations Human Rights Council was
established in Geneva (<:2) to advocate for his
freedom. Following extensive international
pressure, al-Ajami finally secured release in

March 2016 through a royal pardon.
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19. Ousha bint Khalifa Al

Suwaidi

.
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Ousha bint Khalifa Al Suwaidi (s < 48 e

< sadl), widely recognized as Fatat Al-Arab (s
<all) or Ousha Al Sha'er (suelill L), was a
distinguished Emirati poet celebrated as one of

finest figures in traditional Nabati (=) poetry.
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Born in Al Ain (¢)') in 1920, she later relocated to
Emirate of Dubai (=2 3_!). Her exceptional talent
emerged at age 15 through captivating poetry
recitals, marking a remarkable achievement in a
literary field historically dominated by men. Over
following decades, her influential compositions
shaped development of contemporary literature

across United Arab Emirates, inspiring numerous
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young female writers, while popular Arab musical

artists frequently performed her verses.
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Literary heritage of Al Suwaidi reflects deep
dialogue with classical Arab masters and local
regional poets. In 1989, Sheikh Mohammed bin
Rashid Al Maktoum (p s i 2315 ¢ 2ess), then
Crown Prince of Dubai, honored her artistic
contributions by dedicating a poem and granting
her the historical title Fatat Al-Arab instead of her

earlier pseudonym Fatat Al Khaleej (za)l 5ls),
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Her written works covered diverse themes
including patriotic devotion, wisdom, nostalgia,
and love. Masterpiece of her career, Female poet
Fatat Al-Arab poetry collection (st 3_elill 4l g
«_ll), was first published in 1990 by Emirati
scholar Hamad bin Khalifa Bou Shehab (o 2~

<led p 4ali), followed by a second edition in 2000.
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Public recognition for her cultural services
included multiple prestigious honors. She received
Abu Dhabi Award (ks 3312) from Sheikh
Mohammed bin Zayed Al Nahyan (J1 ) ¢ 2ess
oked), and was celebrated at Sharjah Festival of
Classic Poetry (2l s=ill 48 Ll ols <), TO
preserve her memory, authorities established an
annual poetry award in her name and dedicated a
special wing within Women's Museum (s/ !l cisic)
in Dubai. Additionally, Rafia Ghubash (_ile 4= ),
former President of Arabian Gulf University in
Bahrain (cx~4), authored her comprehensive
biography. In November 2022, global community
honored her legacy through a dedicated Google
Doodle illustrated by Emirati artist Reem Al

Mazrouei (2540 a).
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20. Qassim Haddad
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Qassim Haddad (2l ~ul8) is an eminent Bahraini
poet born in Bahrain (c:o~3) in 1948. Celebrated
across Arab world for his mastery of free verse, he
pursued a path of rigorous self-education. Early
literary career of Haddad was marked by intense
revolutionary and political themes. He published
his inaugural poetry collection, Good Omen
(euadh), in 1970 and subsequently released more
than 16 influential volumes, while maintaining a
highly popular weekly syndicated column titled
Time to Write (Usll <&5) in numerous regional
publications. He also served in Culture and Arts
Department at Ministry of Information (23 ¥!3,1)5)
until his retirement in 1997 and distinguished
himself as a co-founder and chairman of Bahraini

Writers' Union (cesd) GliS s elal 5 ,ul),
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Literary evolution of Haddad represents a dynamic
journey divided into distinct artistic phases. His
early creative output focused heavily on political
lyricism, which later transitioned toward intense
linguistic experimentation and richer aesthetic
exploration, exemplified by long-form works like
Splinters (W), A celebrated hallmark of his
mature career centers on ambitious cross-media
collaborations with prominent regional artists,
including long-form narrative Majnun Laila (Jtal
S 0 sme) set to music by Marcel Khalife (ds

44l1), and his collaborative prose volume The Blue
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Impossible (3,)¥ Jwsiwdl) with Saudi photographer
Saleh al-Azzaz ()2 lb=). Between 2008 and
2015, he received four prestigious fellowships for
literary residencies in Germany (L), allowing
him to complete major independent freelance

projects such as The Rose of Tarafa (32,3l o 38 k).
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Global impact of Haddad is reflected in extensive
international translation of his verses, notably his
volume Distance Therapy (ddbwll z3e) published in
Europe. His digital innovation emerged in 1996
through launch of his specialized poetry portal
Jehat (U=4 4¢2). His profound contributions have
earned him numerous prestigious distinctions,
including Al Owais Award (o sl e op Jalu 3 3ls
) and Aboul-Qacem Echebbi Award (s 35
i audll) in Tunisia (0+5). He remains celebrated
as a pioneering force whose versatile poetry
bridges traditional Arab inheritance and

contemporary world literature.
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21. Raja'a Alem
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Raja'a Alem (ale L)) is a prominent Saudi
Arabian novelist and playwright born in Makkah
(%S4l 3%4). Recognized as a pioneer of Saudi
women's literature and a leading representative of
experimental writing, she pursued English
Literature at King Abdulaziz University (<l dxsls

) ae),
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She published her debut novel, Four Zero ("'\a-.ui
Ja), in 1982 through Literary and Cultural Club in
Jeddah (sxs &) 3Y) 539). Her unique narrative
language reflects a deep spiritual and historical
attachment to her birthplace. Beyond fiction, she
delved into experimental theater from 1987,
earning regional accolades like Jawhar al-Salem
Prize (Al 2 5 5 3) in Kuwait (< ss1Y) for her
theatrical text Dancing on the Tines of the Fork

(A 520 Gl Sle ().
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Career of Alem achieved a historic milestone in
2011 when she won prestigious International Prize
for Arabic Fiction for her masterpiece, The Dove's
Necklace (swall G k). This groundbreaking
achievement made her the first woman to receive
the esteemed Arabic Booker Prize (ullall 3 5

40 all 45 )1), capturing a rich web of religious and
societal values within Makkah. Over nearly three
decades, she published around 18 books,
including acclaimed novels like Silk Road (&b
_oall) and Sitr (i), with some works translated
into English and Spanish. Furthermore, she
formed a dynamic cultural duo with her sister,
artist Shadia Alem (alle 4:2L3), co-authoring

collaborative art volumes such as Ain Jah (s ).
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International cultural institutions have widely
recognized her creative contributions. She
received Creative Achievement Award from al-
Yamamah Press Foundation (fisall Zalall d5a)
and Arab Creativity Award from Lebanese Cultural
Forum in Paris. UNESCO honored her for
promoting creativity of Arab women, and she
secured a distinguished Book Award at Frankfurt
Book Fair (<Usl Jgall & 58S 4 (2 124) in 2014,

Through her highly symbolic language and




DENEERZE U T, HLIBRT 77 3XF0
DIZHT LWVEZE D &R TOET,

profound exploration of folklore, she continues to

open fresh paths for contemporary Arab writing.
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22. Rajaa al-Sanea
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Rajaa al-Sanea (b=l ¢\s)) is a celebrated Saudi
Arabian novelist born in Riyadh (c=bL!') in 1981.
Raised in a family of medical professionals, she
pursued dentistry at King Saud University (Axs
2520 dldl) before earning a master's degree from
University of lllinois at Chicago (s¢'S:4) in United
States under King Abdullah scholarship program

(Slaidl Al ye Ll gals ).
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She achieved immediate global prominence in
2005 through publication of her sensational debut
novel, Girls of Riyadh (u=bll <), Written in form
of a series of weekly emails, the narrative followed
love lives of four young women navigating societal
norms. Due to its controversial depiction of private
relations, this book faced immediate bans in Saudi

Arabia and led to personal threats and a lawsuit

TEAVERECHIAT (Al o)) I IRAKIIIZ Z OFF 2 % | from conservative citizens, which Court of
BIFE L, Grievances (oWl ol s2) ultimately rejected.
ENOSFENH -T2 b b b3, TU ¥ Ko | Despite domestic backlash, Girls of Riyadh
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garnered mass media attention and praise for its
bold approach. Translated into English by Marilyn
Booth in 2007, this novel became an international
bestseller and was long-listed for Dublin Literary
Award in 2009. Daring narrative style of al-Sanea

inspired extensive cultural discussions, and
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business publications ranked her 37th among

most influential young Arabs under age 40.
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Rather than turning to writing as a full-time career,
she maintained her dedication to medical science.
Since returning to her homeland, she has served
as a consultant endodontist and researcher in
stem cell therapy program at King Faisal
Specialist Hospital (oeweidl Juad Gl Liliuw), She
famously balanced her life by stating that dentistry
was her job while writing remained her lifelong

passion.
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23. Saud Alsanousi
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Saud Alsanousi (==l 252u) is a celebrated
Kuwaiti novelist, playwright, and journalist born in
1981. He achieved immediate regional
prominence in 2010 through his debut novel, The
Prisoner of Mirrors (W_l! (as), which won Laila al-

Othman Prize (ol (L3 31s),
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His literary career reached a historic milestone in
2013 when his masterpiece, The Bamboo Stalk
(5= 3Ls), won prestigious International Prize for
Arabic Fiction (&=l 43 5 dxdledl 3 33a)), making him
the youngest winner of the esteemed Arabic
Booker Prize. The acclaimed novel, which
explored social identity and cultural integration,
was later adapted into a highly popular television

series and recognized among top 100 Arabic
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novels. Through his deeply reflective narrative
style, Alsanousi candidly examines complexities of
history, social fabric, and intertwined relationship
between religion and culture within contemporary

society.
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Versatile creativity of Alsanousi extends across
multiple prose forms and theatrical literature. His
subsequent major novels, including Mama Hissa's
Mice (ias ol 0l 4), Pigeons of the House (ks
o), and Saleha's Camel (A= 38U), all secured
nominations and shortlists for the Sheikh Zayed
Book Award (<USl ul 5 7 5 3is). His ambitious
historical fiction trilogy, The Scrolls of Mud City
(03 4 Jadl), published between 2023 and
2024, blends mythology and local memory to
depict lives of pearl divers and merchants during a
defining era. Beyond fiction, he contributed to
Sheikh Jaber Al-Ahmad Cultural Centre (&30 S
S 2a¥ s as a writer-in-residence, adapting
the musical Memoirs of a Sailor (Ul <l <) and

authoring the stage play New Jibla (sxa1 4,
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For Alsanousi, writing is a profound necessity to
resist erosion of human memory and understand
existential contradictions. He views characters in
fiction as unrealized human possibilities, using
rich emotional language to converse with deep
historical truths. His long-standing collaboration
with visual artist Meshail Al Faisal (dw=all Jeli),
who designed covers for most of his published

novels, further enriches his cultural contributions.
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Recognized as Cultural Personality of the Year in
Bahrain (cx~4)) in 2016 and honored at Gulf
Cooperation Council (3zall glall Jsal ¢ slaill (alas)

creative ceremonies in Riyadh (u=w_V), Alsanousi
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continues to expand boundaries of Gulf narrative
literature (23139 s2,.0) Y1), building a bridge
between traditional inheritance and contemporary

world literature.
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24, Sultan Al Ameemi
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Sultan Al Ameemi (sl (als) is @ prominent
Emirati writer born in Al Dhaid (x:) in 1974. He
has published more than a dozen acclaimed
books throughout his literary career, expanding
his creative focus across short story collections,
novels, and extensive works of non-fiction. A
maijor portion of his intellectual dedication centers
on Arab poetry. He authored 20 comprehensive
books researching and documenting local dialects
as well as UAE poetry and poets. Furthermore, he
engages extensively with cultural audiences
through his service on “the poetry-focused
television program Million's Poet (usld! seli)”, and
shares weekly observations through a regular
culture column for the newspaper Al-Emarat Al-

Youm (psdl <iLy)).
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Fiction of Al Ameemi achieved a groundbreaking
historical milestone. In 2014, he participated in
specialized Nadwa (35x) workshop hosted by
International Prize for Arabic Fiction (Awllall 5 sl
4 a1l 45 1), where he commenced working on a
new novel. This effort culminated in 2017 when

his novel “One Room Is Not Enough (¥ sl 544 ¢
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<9)” made history as the first novel from United
Arab Emirates to be nominated for prestigious
Arabic Booker Prize (Alternative name for APAF).
This novel, which draws on Al Ameemi’s flair for
poetic language, achieved international resonance
and has since been translated into French,
Spanish, Portuguese, Hindi, and Russian. His
versatile storytelling also crossed into
broadcasting, as his other novel, “P.O. Box 1003
(1003. <. u=)", was successfully adapted into a
television show in 2019, cementing his legacy as
a pioneering voice in Contemporary Gulf literature
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25. Taleb Alrefai
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Taleb Alrefai (=t k) is a famous Kuwaiti
journalist and fiction writer born in 1958. He
graduated with degree in civil engineering and
worked in construction sector for fifteen years.
Afterward, he transitioned to cultural
administration, working for Kuwait National
Council for Culture, Arts, and Letters (il pelaall

Q¥ o gudll 5 AEN),
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Alrefai began publishing short stories in local
newspapers during university years in 1970s. He
gained widespread recognition across Arab world
with socially critical 1998 novel, “The Shadow of
the Sun (U3l Jl)”, which depicts harsh realities

faced by migrant workers. Known for tackling
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controversial and thorny issues in Kuwaiti
society—such as oppression of women and family
dynamics—his 2002 novel, “The Scent of the Sea
(ol 4x3,)”) won Kuwait National Award for Arts
and Literature (faiill A sall 5 i), In addition to
creative writing, he has chaired judging committee
for International Prize for Arabic Fiction (3.3

4 al 45 udlell) and actively teaches creative

writing workshops to nurture young Arab literary

talent.
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and novelist from United Arab Emirates (<Y
sasiall 4 21l) who lived from 1966 to 2020. He
began literary career with prose poetry, publishing
his first collection, “Let the Sea's Spit Dry (& <
,adly”, through Emirates Writers Union (<2US alas)
<k ¢Lais) in 1990. Among his most celebrated
contributions to modern Arabic literature are
poetry collection “Things Pass (< ¢ki¥) “and

novel “The Diesel (J_)”.
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First published in Beirut (<) in 1994, “The
Diesel “ gained international recognition when
English translation by William M. Hutchins was
released in 2012. In introduction to this edition,
Hutchins noted that novel represents unique
literary style embodying characteristics of
contemporary fiction. He described work as being

written in poetic language akin to prose poetry,
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while remaining close to direct yet artistic

narration.
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Zayd Mutee' Dammaj (gl aobe 23) was a
prominent Yemeni author and politician who lived
from 1943 to 2000. Born in As Sayyani (Stdl)
District of Ibb Governorate (<) 4kilas), he was
raised in an influential family; his father was a
committed revolutionary activist against the
Imamate regime. Dammaj was educated at Cairo
University (2l 4xsls), switching his focus from
law to journalism while publishing his early short

fiction.
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In 1968, he returned home to actively participate
in anti-royalist movements alongside his father.
He achieved significant political success, serving
as an elected member of Shura Council (s«
s_s4ll), governor of Mahweet Governorate (iaélsas
<y sadl), and ambassador to Kuwait (<u ). In
1982, He was elected to Permanent Committee of
General People's Congress (il i sall dailall dialll

2ll), Yemen'’s ruling party at the time.
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Parallel to his political career, Dammaj made
historic contributions to modern Arabic literature.
He published his first volume of short stories,
“Tahish al-Huban (obsal Giall)”) in 1973. His most
celebrated work is the 1984 novel “The Hostage

(A 1), which was selected by Arab Writers
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Union («uall <l als3l) as one of top hundred

Arabic novels of twentieth century.
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Translated into multiple languages—including
English version by May Jayyusi and Christopher
Tingley—this masterpiece is widely recognized as
the most famous Yemeni novel and a classic of
contemporary Middle Eastern fiction. Dammaj
passed away in London (i) in 2000, and his
literary legacy continues through his eldest son,
Hamdan Dammag (z%- ¢)aa), who is also an

award-winning novelist and poet.
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Thani Al Suwaidi (g sl S5) was a prominent
poet and novelist from United Arab Emirates
(32nall A 21l 0l jleY1). He began literary career in
1990 with publication of first poetry collection, “Let
the Sea's Spit Dry (Ll Gy <), issued by
Emirates Writers Union (<Y ebal 5 S sail),
Through works such as poetry collection “Things
Pass (< «45Y1)” and novel “The Diesel (J3:V), he
became one of important voices in modern Arabic

literature.
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His novel “The Diesel”, first published in Beirut
(©sw) in 1994, attracted international attention
after English translation by William M. Hutchins

appeared in 2012. In introduction to translation,
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Hutchins described novel as a unique literary work
that combines qualities of contemporary fiction
with poetic language resembling prose poetry. He
also noted direct yet artistic style of narration that

gives work distinctive character.
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Al Suwaidi's writing is known for blending poetry
and narrative in innovative ways. His works
continue to be studied by readers and scholars
interested in modern Arabic literature and literary

experimentation in Gulf region.

29. TN TI=T 57—
7=

ool

29. Amal al-Faran
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Amal al-Faran (o)W Jsl) is a Saudi novelist, short-
story writer, and screenwriter. Born in Saudi
Arabia in 1972, she studied Arabic language
education and spent many years working in
educational institutions before pursuing literary

activities on a broader scale.
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She published her first short-story collection,
“WahdT fT al-Bayt (<l & s2a5) (Home Alone)”, in
1999 and subsequently became active in novels,
short fiction, journalism, and cultural writing. In
2004, her novel “Rahuha al-Mawshimah Bih

(42 3a s sall s 5 5) (Her spirit tattooed with it)” won
second place in Sharjah Award for Arab Creativity
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Her major novels include “Ka’inat Min Tarab

(w2 e @liis) (Creatures of Ecstasy)”, “Ghawwasi
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al-Ahqgaf (Sl sl 2) (The Desert Divers)”,

and "Hujrah ((_==) (Chamber)”. “Ghawwasa al-
Ahqaf (SEaY) sal3e) (The Desert Divers) ”was
shortlisted for Sheikh Zayed Book Award (3>
sl a5 #u301) and is widely regarded as one of

significant works of contemporary Gulf literature.
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Amal al-Faran’s fiction frequently explores
historical memory of Najd (2x3), community life,
women’s experiences, and relationships between
people and desert environment. Through multiple
narrative voices and wide social perspective, her
works offer an important contribution to

development of contemporary Saudi literature.




