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Literary interests in Arabian Peninsula can be
broadly divided into four categories.

Most traditional literary field is poetry. Poets have
been respected throughout Arab world since
ancient times. Classical poetry from pre-Islamic
period is still widely read today. Nabati poetry (U=
=3), which developed in Gulf countries, is also
loved as a form of poetry written in everyday
spoken language. In recent years, new forms such
as free verse and prose poetry have appeared,
but poetry continues to occupy a central place in

literary life.

92 OEIEE L - KB [ERETY, A AT —
LICEET 2 FRIIRAR L LTRERER e R -
TWES, 2= (UA) W%, THSELAN
ge. IEFRITNA., 77 T HREERICET S
FHEOLANZDPHY T, ZNDHOFTFIELFL W
I A, HEEEROMBIEZZR L TV D
LEAET,

Second field consists of classical works, religious
writings, and historical books. Publications related
to Islam continue to attract a large readership.
Studies of Quran (J_al), prophetic traditions, and
Islamic law remain popular, together with books
on Arab history and tribal history. These fields go
beyond literature and form an important part of

intellectual foundation of society.
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Third field is modern literature. Since 1950s,
society has changed rapidly in many oil-producing
countries. Urbanization, expansion of education,
and growing numbers of students studying abroad
encouraged development of new literary forms
such as novels and short stories. Writers of this
period described tensions between traditional

society and modern society.
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A new generation of contemporary literature grew
significantly during 21st century. This has become
one of most dynamic areas of literature in Arabian
Peninsula. Contemporary writers explore a wide

variety of themes, including personal identity,
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participation of women in society, youth culture,
international migration, urban life, environmental
issues, and relationship between religion and
modern society. Works that once targeted mainly
domestic readers are now being translated into
English and many other languages, receiving

increasing international recognition.
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Background to contemporary literature in Arabian
Peninsula includes economic reforms launched
after 2000 in Gulf countries. These reforms aim to
move beyond dependence on oil resources and
transform rentier-state economies. Expansion of
higher education and progress of digital
technologies, including Al, are helping create
knowledge economies. Combined GDP of Gulf
countries now accounts for more than half of total
GDP of Arab world, making region a leading
center of Arab economic activity.

Against this background of economic success and
growing regional morale (regional confidence),
many people increasingly identify themselves
beyond framework of GCC, Gulf Cooperation
Council (&) @lall Jsal o slaill Gulas), as Khaleeji
States (=45 @Y ). As a result, a shared literary
sphere emerging around these countries has
increasingly come to be known as Khaleeji
Literature (=) «2¥1). Yemen (u<dl), although not
a member of GCC and affected by ongoing civil
conflict, is often discussed as part of this literary
movement because of cultural and historical
connections. (While both "GCC" and "Khaleeiji states"
are translated into Japanese as "Gulf states," locally
they are used with distinct meanings, as described

here.)
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Literary culture across countries of Arabian
Peninsula is characterized by multiple layers.
Poetry, classical works, religious writings, and
historical books continue to be widely read, while
modern and contemporary literature has
expanded alongside them. Vibrancy of this literary
environment can be seen at book fairs held
throughout region.

Major book fairs are organized or supported by
governments. Many visitors come from Europe
and North America. As international exchange has
expanded, books that were once restricted from
publication or sale are increasingly being allowed
during book fairs. Openness in literary life has
reached a level that would have seemed
unimaginable to many foreign residents who lived

in region during 20th century.
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Literature of seven countries of Arabian Peninsula
is far from uniform. Saudi Arabia (&= d<ledll
4352.41) has produced a wide range of literary
works supported by a large publishing market.
United Arab Emirates (sl 4 2l &l jLeY!) reflects
experiences of a multicultural society in its
literature. Oman (u«£) draws on a long history of
maritime trade. Kuwait (<xs9!) is known as a
pioneer of publishing activity in Gulf countries.
Qatar (k%) has encouraged new literary
movements through cultural development policies.
Bahrain (u:0~3l) saw comparatively early growth of
modern literature. Yemen has developed literature
shaped by a long history and complex social
conditions that differ from those of oil-producing

Gulf states.
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Following section on book fairs, this chapter first
introduces literature of seven countries of Arabian

Peninsula. It then presents “Modern Literary
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Journeys Across Arabian Peninsula,” introducing
sixteen representative works of Khaleeji
Literature. Even brief outlines of these works
reveal some differences in society and ways of

thinking between 20th and 21st centuries.
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Finally, this chapter introduces twenty-nine
contemporary writers from seven countries of
Arabian Peninsula. Although they are not included
among representative works discussed above,
many of them are poets. This reflects continuing
popularity of spoken-language poetry, including

Nabati poetry, among people of region.




