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First talent centre in Sohar, Times of Oman
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Football is unquestionably the most popular sport
in Arabian Peninsula. It enjoys mass participation,
extensive media coverage, strong government
support, and passionate fan followings throughout
this region.

This game was introduced during twentieth
century and rapidly gained popularity. Schools,

military organizations, and expatriate communities
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helped spread this sport across this Peninsula. By
second half of twentieth century, national leagues
and football associations had been established in
most countries.

Today football serves as a major vehicle for
national pride and international recognition.
Football development in Arabian Peninsula is
supported not only by professional clubs and
leagues but also by national academies, youth
development programmes, sports science
institutions, and international partnerships.
Domestic competitions attract large audiences,

while national teams enjoy broad public support.
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a. Saudi Arabia

Saudi Arabia possesses the largest football
infrastructure in the region.

Major clubs include Al Hilal (J3&l! s21), Al Nassr
(o=l (g215), Al lttihad (2=3¥) s2U), and Al Ahli (24
&Y. These clubs play in modern stadiums and

regularly compete in continental competitions.

Saudi national team has qualified for multiple FIFA
World Cups and remains one of Asia's most

successful football nations.

Recent investment programs have attracted
internationally recognized players and coaches,
significantly increasing global interest in Saudi
football.

Saudi Arabia has also invested heavily in youth
development through initiatives such as Mahd
Sports Academy (4x=bll 3¢ LanlST) and Future
Falcons Programme (dsisd) ) a =<l ). These
programmes focus on talent identification,
advanced coaching, sports science, and

preparation of players for international competition
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b. Qatar

Qatar has invested heavily in football development
over these two decades.

This country's hosting of FIFA World Cup
represented a major milestone for both Qatar and
broader Middle East.

Large-scale investments included Modern
stadiums, Transportation infrastructure, Sports

academies and Fan facilities.

Aspire Academy (Ll L0381) has become one of
the most influential football development
institutions in Arabian Peninsula. Through
systematic talent identification, advanced
coaching, sports science, international
competition, and athlete education, it has
contributed significantly to development of Qatari
football and preparation of international-level
athletes.

In cooperation with Qatar Olympic Committee,
Aspire Academy operates athlete development
programmes that support long-term development
of talented athletes and their preparation for

international competition.
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c. United Arab Emirates

UAE possesses a highly developed professional
football structure.

Notable clubs include Al Ain (ce2l! s2t), Shabab Al
Ahli (Y Sl 535) and Sharjah FC (4L gab),
This country regularly hosts international
tournaments and pre-season training camps.
United Arab Emirates also places growing
emphasis on talent development, sports science,
and high-performance programmes. National

initiatives support identification of young players




and preparation of elite athletes for international

competition.
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d. Kuwait, Bahrain, Oman and Yemen

Football remains dominant spectator sport in
these countries despite differences in economic
resources and infrastructure.

National teams regularly participate in Gulf Cup
competitions, Asian Football Confederation events
and FIFA qualifying tournaments.

Gulf Cup remains one of the most important
regional football tournaments.

Bahrain and Oman have recently expanded youth
development programmes through football
academies and talent development centres.
These initiatives seek to improve coaching
standards, identify promising players at an early

stage, and strengthen future national teams.
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e. Economic Impact

Football contributes significantly to tourism,
broadcasting, sponsorship, retail sales, and
hospitality services.

Large matches generate substantial economic
activity, particularly when international visitors

attend major competitions.

f. S&0REHA

Lt OB FEITREOR L~V TOSIMERE, &
FH o h—, Z—=ATITFI— (ELEEFRS
arygh AR—YT7uaT—8IXOEERLR
RETT, Yy h—id, SBRETEIChEY. T
ZETEEBICB W TEEM e A 2 5 AR —
Y THYFT D ETFRENTWET,

f. Future Development

Future priorities include grassroots participation,
Women's football, Youth academies, Sports
technology and International partnerships.
Football is expected to remain dominant sport of

Arabian Peninsula for decades to come.




