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Horse racing is one of the most important

traditional sports in Arabian Peninsula. More than

a competitive activity, it represents a living link
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between modern Gulf states and equestrian
traditions that shaped Arabian civilization for

centuries.
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Arabian horse is regarded as one of world's oldest
and most influential horse breeds originating in
deserts of Arabian Peninsula. Bedouin tribes
carefully bred horses to survive extreme
conditions, emphasizing endurance, intelligence,
loyalty, and speed. These qualities eventually
made Arabian bloodlines highly sought after

throughout Europe, Asia, and the Americas.
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Historically, horses were indispensable in
transportation, warfare, hunting, trade, and
intertribal communication. Ownership of fine
horses was associated with social prestige and
leadership. Consequently, horse breeding
developed into both a practical activity and a

cultural art form.
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This transition from traditional horsemanship to
organized racing occurred gradually during 20th
century. Economic growth allowed Gulf countries
to establish formal racecourses, racing authorities,
and breeding programs. Today horse racing is
one of the most sophisticated sporting sectors in

the region.
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a. Saudi Arabia

Saudi Arabia possesses a major horse racing
industry in Middle East. This Kingdom invests
heavily in racecourses, breeding farms, veterinary

services, and international competitions.
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Horse racing is closely associated with cultural
preservation as well as sports development. Major
races attract participants from many countries and
contribute significantly to tourism and hospitality.
Saudi Arabia's broader sports strategy has

increased international interest in this Kingdom's
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equestrian sector. Luxury tourism, heritage
tourism, and sporting events often intersect

through horse-related activities.

b. 75 7EREEA (UAE)

UAE [35UE R R 2 hbi e Zp > TovEd, R
A () OERBY R & EER R L — A A~
vOME BE REED, BlE A RN ST EF
FTNET,
BZOLSRbAAREHTIAA X — BES
(U Jems) T, ZTORET VA & SR 72 0E
FIT BEHIROZAR—ERIEERML T E
R

b. United Arab Emirates

UAE has become a global center for horse racing.
Dubai ()'s modern facilities and international
race meetings attract owners, trainers, and
spectators from around world.

Perhaps the most famous venue is Meydan
Racecourse (0l Jleas), whose architectural
design and advanced facilities symbolize sport

modernization within Gulf region.
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UAE has successfully integrated horse racing into
its tourism strategy. Visitors attending racing
events frequently combine their trips with luxury
hospitality, shopping, cultural attractions, and

other recreational activities.
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c. Qatar

Qatar has invested substantially in equestrian
development. Racing programs, breeding
initiatives, and international competitions have
expanded considerably over the past two
decades.

This country seeks to balance traditional heritage
with international sporting standards. Horse
shows, endurance competitions, and racing
festivals are frequently incorporated into broader

cultural events.
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d. Economic Importance

Horse racing generates economic benefits
through Tourism, Breeding operations, Veterinary
services, Feed production, Event management,
Broadcasting and Sponsorship.

This industry also supports rural development and

cultural preservation initiatives.
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