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2.2 Camel Racing

Dubai First Camel Marathon, October 8, 2015, BBC

Al Shahaniya Camel Racing, Visit Qatar

Al Shahaniya Camel Racing Robotic Jockey Qatar,
December 21, 2025, Qatar Day

Camel Care and Training in Najran, April 8, 2026,
Saudi Press Agency

Training Routine, January 9, 2024,
Arabian Desert Camel Riding Center

Camel contests of Al Dhafra Festival 2026, Gulf News
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Camel racing is one of the most distinctive sports
found anywhere in world and remains uniquely
associated with Arabian Peninsula. Unlike many
modern sports imported from other regions, camel
racing developed directly from environmental and
cultural realities of desert life.
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For thousands of years camels served as primary
means of transportation across deserts of Arabian
Peninsula. They carried people, goods, and
supplies over vast distances and became
essential to trade and survival. Their importance
naturally led to competitions that celebrated
speed, endurance, and breeding quality. What
began as informal tribal competitions eventually
developed into a sophisticated sporting industry
supported by governments, sponsors, breeders,
and tourism organizations.
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Today camel racing is particularly important in
Saudi Arabia, United Arab Emirates, Qatar and
Oman.

These countries maintain specialized racing
facilities and breeding programs.
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a. Evolution of this Sport

Traditional races often occurred during festivals
and seasonal gatherings. Participants traveled
long distances to compete and celebrate regional
culture.

In modern era, dedicated racetracks have
transformed camel racing. Facilities now include
Grandstands, Veterinary centers, Training areas,

Breeding facilities and Broadcasting infrastructure.
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Technology has played a major role in
modernization. One of the most significant
developments was introduction of robotic jockeys.
These remotely controlled devices improved
safety while allowing this sport to maintain its
traditional character.
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b. United Arab Emirates

UAE has become a global leader in camel racing
development. Major tracks attract competitors
from across Gulf region.

This country also hosts large festivals that combine
racing with cultural exhibitions, handicrafts,
traditional music, and heritage events.
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c. Qatar

Qatar possesses modern camel racing facilities
that host major racing events.

Government institutions actively support research,
breeding programs, and heritage preservation
initiatives. Racing events attract both local
spectators and international visitors interested in

Gulf culture.
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d. Oman

Camel racing remains closely tied to Omani
cultural identity. Many communities continue to
participate actively in this sport, particularly during

festivals and national celebrations.
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e. Tourism Value

Camel racing offers a uniquely Arabian experience
that cannot easily be replicated elsewhere. As a
result, it has significant value for cultural tourism.
Visitors often attend races to experience

Traditional dress, Local customs, Heritage
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festivals, Arabian hospitality and Traditional
cuisine.

This sport therefore contributes not only to
entertainment but also to cultural education and
tourism promotion.
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f. Challenges and Opportunities

Like many traditional sports, camel racing must
balance modernization with heritage preservation.
Future opportunities include Enhanced tourism
experiences, International promotion, Educational
programs, Digital broadcasting and Heritage
conservation projects.

Its uniqueness ensures continuing relevance in this
region's sporting landscape.




