34 N2y bAR—L

3.1 Basketball

First Omani woman as basketball referee,

Nov 9 2023, Mascut Daily

Saudi Arabia's Female Basketball Team,

The National News

Oman National Basketball U-18 Team,

Jul 21 2022, Oman Observer

Saudi basketball team,

June 13 2021, Arab News




Oman Team-FIBA U18 Women'’s Asia Cup,

Fiba Basketbal

Women's Basketball, American University in Dubai
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Basketball is widely played throughout Arabian
Peninsula and is supported by national
federations, educational institutions, and regional
competitions.

Although it does not attract same level of public
attention as football, basketball enjoys widespread
participation in schools, universities, military
institutions, and sports clubs throughout this

region.
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This sport was introduced during 20th century
through educational institutions and international
influences. Because basketball can be played
indoors, it proved particularly suitable for this
region's climate, where high temperatures often
limit outdoor sporting activities during summer
months.

Today, national federations operate organized
leagues, youth development programs, coaching
initiatives, and international competitions. Modern
indoor arenas have further contributed to this

sport's growth.
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a. Saudi Arabia

Saudi Arabia possesses one of the largest
basketball communities in Gulf region. Clubs
participate in national competitions and regularly
compete in regional championships.

Government support for youth sports has
strengthened basketball development, particularly

through school and university programs.




Professional coaching, sports science services,
and improved facilities have increased overall

level of competition.
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b. Kuwait

Basketball has traditionally enjoyed strong
popularity in Kuwait. Domestic leagues have
produced players who have represented this
country in regional and international tournaments.
Community sports clubs play a major role in
promoting this game, especially among younger

athletes.
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c. Qatar

Qatar's broader sports development strategy
includes basketball as an important component.
This country has invested in modern facilities and
athlete development programs while hosting
international competitions.

Basketball also benefits from Qatar's strong
emphasis on youth sports and Olympic

preparation.
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d. United Arab Emirates

UAE has witnessed growing participation in
basketball among both citizens and expatriate
communities.

Many schools and private sports academies offer
structured training programs, helping broaden

participation and improve standards.
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e. Social and Educational Benefits
Basketball contributes to physical fitness,
teamwork, leadership skills, strategic thinking and

community engagement.

Because it requires relatively limited equipment
and space compared with some other sports,

basketball remains highly accessible.
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f. Future Prospects
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Future of basketball in Arabian Peninsula is
promising due to expanding youth participation,
improved facilities, international partnerships,
professional coaching development and greater
public awareness.

Basketball is likely to remain one of this region's

most important indoor team sports.




