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Formula One (F1) has become a highly visible
international sporting competition in Arabian
Peninsula. During these two decades, Gulf
countries have established an important presence

within motorsport global calendar through
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construction of world-class racing circuits and

hosting prestigious Grand Prix events.
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Relationship between Formula One and Arabian
Peninsula extends far beyond motor racing itself.
F1 events are now used as instruments of tourism
promotion, international branding, economic
diversification, and urban development.
Governments regard Grand Prix races as
opportunities to display modern infrastructure,
attract foreign investment, and increase global
visibility.

For millions of television viewers worldwide,
Formula One has become one of the most
recognizable representations of modern Gulf

development.
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a. Bahrain Grand Prix

Bahrain occupies a special place in motorsport
history within Middle East. In 2004, Bahrain
became the first country in this region to host a
Formula One World Championship race. Bahrain
International Circuit represented a major
milestone by demonstrating that Middle East could
successfully organize and sustain a world-class

motorsport event.
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Located near Sakhir (_x32ll), this circuit was
specifically designed to meet international
standards while incorporating this dramatic desert
environment into its identity.

Annual Bahrain Grand Prix has become a well-
established event within Formula One calendar.
Events attract international visitors, generate
global media coverage, and contribute to this

country's tourism sector.
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This circuit is also used throughout year for driver
training, racing schools, corporate events, national
competitions and international testing sessions.
As a result, Formula One has become deeply
integrated into Bahrain's broader tourism and

sports strategy.
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b. Abu Dhabi Grand Prix

Abu Dhabi Grand Prix, held at Yas Marina Circuit
(b = 4la), s widely recognized within Formula
One calendar.

Opened in 2009, Yas Marina Circuit forms part of
larger Yas Island (o 3.:3>) development, a major
leisure and entertainment destination in United

Arab Emirates.

= OEBOBFHE~ ) —F ik, ERRT L
PR, v — X —7 ay R, BT
&

*
ZOFAIE, B— & — AR — Y 3E B % O fili i
LU THRETE A Z L 2R LTWVET,

This circuit's design incorporates marina facilities,
luxury hotels, entertainment venues, waterfront
developments and tourism attractions.

This integration illustrates how motorsport can

function as a catalyst for urban development.
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A race regularly attracts spectators from Europe,
Asia, Africa, and Middle East. Many visitors
extend their stays to enjoy beach resorts, theme
parks, cultural attractions, and shopping
destinations.

Consequently, Formula One contributes not only
to sport but also to hospitality, aviation, retail, and

tourism sectors.
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c. Saudi Arabian Grand Prix
Saudi Arabia joined Formula One calendar

through introduction of Saudi Arabian Grand Prix.

This event represents part of a broader national

effort to expand tourism, entertainment, and




international sports participation under Vision

2030.
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A race has brought international attention to Saudi
Arabia and strengthened this country's presence
within global motorsport.

Major benefits include international media
exposure, tourism promotion, business networking
opportunities, infrastructure development and
sports sector expansion.

A race forms part of a wider portfolio of
international sporting events hosted by Saudi

Arabia.
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d. Economic Impact

Formula One generates benefits extending well
beyond race weekend.

Economic contributions include hotel occupancy,
restaurant activity, transportation services, retail
sales, sponsorship revenue, broadcasting income,
mployment opportunities, etc.

In addition, Formula One serves as a platform for

national marketing and destination branding.
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e. Future Prospects

Formula One currently represents an important
element of sports strategies across several
countries in Arabian Peninsula. Continued
infrastructure investment, tourism growth, and
international partnerships suggest that this region
has expanded its presence within global
motorsport through investment and international

partnerships.




