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Dakar Rally strongly reflects distinctive desert

environments of Arabian Peninsula.
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Often referred to simply as "Dakar," this event is
one of the most demanding off-road competitions
in world.

This Rally evolved from famous Paris—Dakar
races that crossed Africa. Today it has found a
new home in Saudi Arabia, where this country's
vast deserts, mountains, valleys, and remote
landscapes provide ideal conditions for its

competition.
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a. Arrival in Saudi Arabia

Decision to host Dakar Rally in Saudi Arabia
represented a significant development for both
international motorsport and this Kingdom's sports
strategy.

Saudi Arabia offers a diverse range of terrain
including sand dunes, rocky plateaus, mountain
tracks, desert valleys, open wilderness areas, etc.
These environments create challenging routes

that test both vehicles and competitors.
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b. Nature of Competition

Unlike Formula One or MotoGP, Dakar is not
conducted on a closed circuit.

Participants travel across large distances while
navigating difficult landscapes.

Competition categories typically include cars,
motorcycles, trucks, lightweight vehicles, support
vehicles, etc.

Drivers and riders face significant physical and

mental challenges throughout this event.
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c. Global Media Attention
Dakar Rally generates extensive international

media coverage.
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Millions of viewers follow this event through
television broadcasts, digital platforms, social
media, motorsport news services, etc.

For Saudi Arabia, this rally provides an
opportunity to present this country's natural

geography to international audiences.
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d. Tourism and Regional Development

Rally has helped introduce lesser-known regions
of Saudi Arabia to broader international
audiences.

Areas previously unfamiliar to many international
visitors have gained visibility through broadcast
coverage, documentary production, tourism
promotion, etc.

This event therefore supports broader tourism
objectives.

Beyond motorsport itself, Dakar Rally functions as
an international showcase for Saudi Arabia. This
event presents Saudi Arabia's landscapes,
tourism potential, and infrastructure to global
audiences, making it an important instrument of

national branding.
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e. Symbolic Importance

Dakar Rally can be viewed as reflecting historical
themes of exploration, endurance, and long-
distance travel associated with Arabian societies.
Its desert setting provides a strong connection
between modern motorsport and traditional
concepts of adventure associated with this
Peninsula.

For this reason, Dakar Rally has become an
important sporting event within Saudi Arabia's

international sports portfolio.




