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22nd Arabian Gulf Cup, King Fahd International

Stadium, Riyadh, Wikipedia
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to host FIFA World Cup 2034, Saudipedia

Hazza bin Zayed Stadium on a Matchday of 2019 AFC
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Development of modern stadiums has been one
of the most visible aspects of sports investment
throughout Arabian Peninsula.

Contemporary stadiums serve multiple functions
beyond sports competition. They are frequently
used for cultural events, national celebrations,
concerts, business events, tourism promotion, etc.
As a result, stadiums have become important
elements of urban infrastructure.

Modern stadiums are increasingly designed as
multi-purpose destinations rather than facilities

used only for sporting events.

a. RF VT LEE 0L

LARTD A X 7 BE—RANC AR — Y HiH s I
BEFENnTTWE Lz,
BROMERITIE D 0NHEHET, RAEZ VT 1Y
—, N, R H— AT 4 Tk,
KT 7 AR EOFERZEZ LIX LTI AT
EJCaN

% < ITBUE, HRD A Ry RS TR, FM
MU CHHATEEMME L TEBSATWE
KR

a. Evolution of Stadium Design

Earlier stadiums were generally designed solely
for athletic competition.

Modern facilities are far more complex and often
incorporate hospitality zones, retail facilities,
conference centers, media facilities, transportation
links, etc.

Many are now conceived as year-round

destinations rather than occasional event venues.
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b. Qatar

Qatar developed a modern stadium network in
preparation for FIFA World Cup 2022 and
continues to utilize and enhance these facilities as
part of long-term national development plans.

In addition to approximately 10 major stadiums,
including Lusail Stadium (Jx s sliul), Al Bayt
Stadium (<l Jiul), Khalifa International Stadium
(A Aals siul), Education City Stadium (duad) sliul
Ladxdll), Ahmad bin Ali Stadium (le o 2eal Jaul), Al

Janoub Stadium (sl Jiul), Al Thumama
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Stadium (Ll Jiul), Stadium 974 (V€ aliu),
Jassim bin Hamad Stadium (2= & sl 2Uul), and
Thani bin Jassim Stadium (sl o 6 24ul), several
venues are undergoing redevelopment, legacy

conversion, or reuse programs.

This country's stadiums introduced innovative
approaches to climate control, sustainability, fan
experience, transportation integration, and related
infrastructure. Several venues have become
widely recognized landmarks within their
respective cities. Current projects focus primarily
on long-term utilization, community activities, and
redevelopment plans that support future economic

and tourism objectives.
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c. Saudi Arabia

Saudi Arabia is preparing to host FIFA World Cup
2034 and continues to invest heavily in stadium
modernization and construction.

In addition to around 30 existing multi-purpose
stadiums, including King Fahd Sports City
Stadium (faab il agé ¢lldl e 2lul), King Abdullah
Sports City Stadium (4=l slae @il dus), and
King Saud University Stadium (25 cllall dadla Jlinl),
approximately 11 stadiums are under construction
or planned, including King Salman International
Stadium (s gl @llall 2le), Prince Mohammed
bin Salman Stadium (bes (r 3eae Y cals), New
Murabba Stadium (a2l &2y« ale); and ROSHN
Stadium (i) la),

Facilities are designed to support professional
football, international events, community
engagement, and entertainment activities. These

projects are expected to contribute to FIFA World
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Cup 2034 and are planned to support future

tourism development objectives for Vision 2030.
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d. United Arab Emirates
UAE has developed a network of modern
stadiums capable of hosting regional and

international sporting events.

In addition to approximately 8 major modern
stadiums, including Zayed Sports City Stadium
(Al 35 A Aiul), Mohammed bin Zayed
Stadium () & 2w Jiul), Hazza bin Zayed
Stadium (1) & g 3» 2ll), and Al Maktoum
Stadium (a5 Ji ind), several new stadium
projects and redevelopment plans are underway,
including Al Jazira Club Stadium (Zayed City
Stadium) (a2all 5 32l aiul), Shabab Al Ahli New
Stadium (w2l MY Gl ail), and Al Wasl New

Stadium (a2l duall Jul),

Many facilities are situated near major

transportation and tourism infrastructure.
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e. Other Arabian Peninsula Countries

Kuwait maintains a network of modern sports
facilities, including Jaber Al-Ahmad International
Stadium (53 2a¥! s csle) and Jaber Al-
Mubarak Al-Hamad Stadium (zleall ¢l bl s S,
with approximately four major stadiums in
operation. Current efforts focus primarily on
modernization and improvement of existing
facilities rather than large-scale new stadium
construction.

Bahrain operates several major stadiums,
including Bahrain National Stadium (cr_sall 2t

b 4dl) and Khalifa Sports City Stadium (i aliul
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4ualy,l 4a03) In addition to existing facilities,
Bahrain Sports City Stadium (Cxosd) 4 il
4u2L,)) has been proposed as a future venue
capable of supporting major international sporting

events.

Oman operates several modern sports facilities,
centered on Sultan Qaboos Sports Complex (e
=kl asd (L), Current development efforts
focus mainly on renovation and upgrading of
existing facilities rather than construction of major
new stadiums.

Yemen maintains several major stadiums,
including Al-Thawra Sports City Stadium (3
el Cpuna Ao el dpaly )l 5, 680) and Abyan
Stadium (ol ).

Recent efforts have focused on rehabilitation and
reopening of existing facilities, while large-scale

new stadium development remains limited.
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f. Economic Benefits

Modern stadiums contribute through tourism
spending, employment generation, event hosting,
commercial partnerships, urban regeneration, etc.
Large events can generate significant economic

activity for surrounding districts.
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g. Future Development

Future stadium projects are expected to
emphasize technology integration, environmental
sustainability, multi-purpose use, enhanced visitor
experiences, etc.

Stadiums are an important component of current
sports and entertainment strategies across the

Peninsula.




