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5.4 Sports Arenas

Prince Abdullah Al Faisal Sports City

(Gymnasium), Renovated 2021, Venue Wise

A Philippine Basketball Association game held at
Coca-Cola Arena in 2019, Wikipedia

Lusail Sports Arena, Qatar, Wikipedia

Aspire Dome Doha, Mar 12 2010, Wikipedia




Sheikh Saad Al Abdullah Indoor Sports Complex,

Built 2010 Kuwait, Venue Wise

Oman Convention & Exhibition Centre, Dec 8

2016, World Construction Network
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Sports arenas complement stadiums by providing
versatile indoor spaces capable of hosting a wide
variety of activities.

Because much of Arabian Peninsula experiences
extremely hot summers, indoor venues are
particularly important.

Modern arenas support basketball, volleyball,
handball, combat sports, esports, concerts,
conventions, etc.

This flexibility increases their economic value.
esports and digital entertainment growth has
further increased demand for modern indoor

arenas.
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a. Multipurpose Design

Contemporary arenas are designed to
accommodate different configurations.

Seating arrangements, lighting systems, and
technical infrastructure can be modified to suit
varying requirements.

This adaptability improves operational efficiency

and revenue generation.
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b. Major Regional Facilities
Notable arenas include those found in Abu Dhabi
(s251), Dubai (), Doha (4 s3)), Riyadh (o=bll),

Jeddah (s22), Manama (4l etc.
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These facilities regularly host both sporting and

entertainment events.
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c. Scattering of sports arenas in Arabian
Peninsula

Scattering of sports arenas within Arabian
Peninsula varies according to factors such as
population size, level of economic development,
sports policies, and maturity of entertainment
industries in individual countries. Here, sports
arenas refer to multipurpose indoor facilities
capable of accommodating a wide range of
activities including basketball, volleyball, handball,
combat sports, esports, concerts, conventions,
and similar events.

In spite of scattering, many of them are
concentrated in major urban centers of Saudi
Arabia, United Arab Emirates, and Qatar. In
recent years, these countries have invested in
development of large indoor venues to support
sporting events, international exhibitions,
entertainment activities, and tourism promotion.
By comparison, Bahrain, Oman, Kuwait, and
Yemen possess fewer facilities, although these
venues continue to play important roles in
supporting domestic sporting activities and various

public events.
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d. Representative Sports Arenas

Major sports arenas are estimated to number
approximately 15 to 20 in Saudi Arabia, 8 to 12 in
United Arab Emirates, 6 to 10 in Qatar, 3to 5 in
both Kuwait and Oman, 2 to 4 in Bahrain, and 1 to

3in Yemen.

Attached table “Representative Sports Arenas”

shows examples of these major arenas.
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e. Economic Importance

Arenas contribute to event tourism, hospitality
revenues, job creation, international exposure,
business development, etc.

Unlike stadiums, which often host a limited
number of major events annually, arenas can

remain active all year.
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f. Entertainment Integration

Many arenas form a part of larger entertainment
districts incorporating hotels, restaurants,
shopping centers, cultural attractions, etc.

This integration can increase visitor spending and

strengthen overall economic activity.
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g. Future Trends

Current arena development plans increasingly
emphasize advanced digital technologies,
enhanced sustainability measures, flexible seating
designs, interactive visitor experiences, etc.
These innovations are intended to improve

operational efficiency and visitor experiences.

RFEH R R — 7 U —7 Representative Sports Arenas

Country Japanese Name Arabic Name English Name Location
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Saudi Arabia |JANB 7 U —J~ ANB Arena Riyadh
‘édj’u-ﬂ”
TUVCATT Ry T—-7 | )
) ne Yl Ala Prince Abdullah Al Faisal
Saudi Arabia |)L + 7 7 A YL« AR =V R— Jeddah
Al )l Juadll Sports Hall (Gymnasium)
iz
TR e F— T« AR—Y @l Y illa
Saudi Arabia Prince Naif Sports Hall Qatif
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United Arab ) Abu
T AN T —F Ly f Sasy) Etihad Arena
Emirates Dhabi




United Arab
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Qatar Doha
TA4—=Y TV —F Aakaall Arena
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Kuwait T U—F Iz — ] ERESIREg The Arena Kuwait Al Zahra
VA7 BT R THA=T 7 |uadl mu il dla  [Sheikh Saad Al Abdullah Kuwait
Kuwait
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Bahrain Khalifa Sports City Hall Isa Town
A—L Analyll
Bahrain International
SN A CEBRIBRES - Rt | gosd) Sos
Bahrain Exhibition & Convention Sakhir
VH— e R—L il a3 zall 5 (i jlaall
Centre Halls
'Yemen T=H7T « AKR—VFK—/b [zl N, Ala  |Al-Thawra Sports Hall Sana'a




