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NEOM (¢55) is among the most ambitious urban
development initiatives currently underway
anywhere in world. Located in northwestern Saudi
Arabia along Red Sea coast, this project is
planned as a futuristic region that integrates
technology, sustainability, tourism, innovation, and
quality of life.

While NEOM is often discussed primarily as a
technology and urban planning initiative, sport and
recreation occupy a crucial place within its long-

term vision.

This project's natural geography provides

exceptional opportunities for outdoor activities and




supports NEOM's goal of developing sports

tourism.
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a. Geographic Advantages

This region includes diverse environments such
as Red Sea coastlines, deserts, mountain ranges,
wadis (dry valleys) Islands, etc.

This diversity supports an unusually wide range of
sports and recreational activities. Unlike traditional
urban developments, NEOM seeks to integrate

outdoor activities directly into everyday life.
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b. Sports and Active Living

A central objective of NEOM is to encourage
healthy lifestyles.

Planned facilities and programs are expected to
support running, cycling, hiking, water sports,
sailing, diving, mountain sports, etc. Physical
activity is intended to form part of overall design
philosophy rather than being limited to dedicated

sports facilities.
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c. Sports Tourism

Sports tourism is identified as an important
component of NEOM's development plans
Combination of natural landscapes and modern
infrastructure creates opportunities for endurance
events, adventure tourism, recreation travel, elite
athlete training, international competitions, etc.
This region's scenery may appeal strongly to
visitors seeking experiences different from

traditional urban tourism destinations.
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d. Innovation and Technology

A distinguishing feature of NEOM is its emphasis
on technological innovation. Future sports
infrastructure may incorporate smart venue

systems, digital services, performance analytics,
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artificial intelligence applications, sustainability
technologies, etc.

Such innovations may provide useful reference
models for future sports facility development in

this region.
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e. Environmental Considerations
Environmental sustainability occupies a central
place in this project's planning. Future sports
development is expected to emphasize resource
efficiency, environmental protection, conservation
initiatives, sustainable tourism, etc.

Balancing tourism growth with environmental
stewardship will be critical to this project's long-

term success.
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f. Global Significance

NEOM is designed as an integrated model
combining sports, tourism, lifestyle, and urban
development. This project is frequently discussed
as a potential reference point for future sports-

oriented urban development.




