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6.9 Theme Parks, Leisure Parks and

Family Recreation

llyas & Mustafa Galadari (IMG) Group World of

Adventure, Early 2018, Dubai, Attractions Management

Oman Aquarium, Homepage

Al-Shallal Theme Park, Jeddah, Wikipedia

Dubai Parks and Resorts, Homepage
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Theme parks and leisure attractions are becoming
increasingly important components of sports-
related tourism in Arabian Peninsula.

Historically, many Gulf tourism projects focused
on shopping, luxury hospitality, and cultural
attractions. More recently, governments and
private investors have recognized importance of
family recreation and active entertainment.

This has contributed to continued expansion of
theme parks, water parks, adventure parks, and

recreational destinations.
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a. Role in Tourism Development

Modern tourism increasingly emphasizes
experiences rather than passive sightseeing.
Leisure parks offer opportunities for family
recreation, physical activity, interactive
experiences, educational entertainment, extended
visitor stays, etc.

These attractions complement sports tourism by

broadening destination appeal.
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b. UAE Leadership

UAE has emerged as a regional leader in leisure
park development.

Major attractions include, Ferrari World, Yas
Waterworld, Warner Bros. World, llyas & Mustafa
Galadari (IMG) Group World of Adventure, Dubai
Parks and Resorts, etc. These destinations attract

visitors from throughout Middle East and beyond.
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c. Saudi Arabia's Expansion

Saudi Arabia is undergoing a significant
expansion of entertainment and leisure
infrastructure.

Projects associated with Vision 2030 include
Qiddiya, Red Sea destinations, NEOM recreation
zones, Family entertainment centers, etc. These
developments are intended to expand domestic

tourism opportunities
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d. Relationship with Sport

Although not all leisure parks are sports facilities,
many incorporate active recreational elements
such as climbing attractions, water sports
activities, adventure experiences, racing
simulators, fitness-oriented activities, etc.
Distinction between sport and entertainment is

therefore becoming increasingly blurred.
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e. Social Benefits

Family recreation facilities contribute to
community wellbeing, tourism development, youth
engagement, quality of life improvement, etc.
They provide opportunities for healthy leisure

activities across different age groups.
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f. Future Outlook

Current development strategies increasingly
emphasize integration between sport, tourism,
entertainment, technology, urban development,
etc. Theme parks and leisure attractions are
important components of this ongoing

transformation.
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Sports development in Arabian Peninsula is
evolving beyond construction of individual sporting
facilities toward creation of integrated destinations
that combine tourism, entertainment, leisure, and
urban development. Examples such as Qiddiya,
NEOM, Trojena, Sindalah, and Yas Island
demonstrate how sport is becoming an important
driver of economic diversification, tourism growth,
and regional development.

In future, integrated developments that provide
year-round experiences are likely to expand
beyond the hosting of sporting events alone. This
transformation has the potential to establish
Arabian Peninsula as one of the world's leading

destinations for sport, tourism, and leisure.




