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7.1 Sports Tourism

Argentina’s defeat by Saudi Arabia at Lusail Stadium,

Nov 22 2022, The Guardian

F1 Etihad Airways Abu Dhabi Grand Prix Dec 2024,

Yas Marina Circuit
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Sports tourism has become an increasingly
important component of tourism industry in
Arabian Peninsula. In past, visitors came primarily
for business, religious pilgrimage, trade, or
traditional sightseeing. Today an increasing
number of visitors travel specifically to attend
sporting events, participate in recreational
activities, or experience sports-related
destinations.

Rapid development of sports tourism reflects a
broader transformation in Gulf economies.
Governments increasingly recognize that major
sporting events can serve as powerful tools for
attracting visitors, generating economic activity,

and enhancing international visibility.

a. AR—VENOESE
AR—=Y BTN =D H T T Y —ITHHE
SNET,

H—IA X hR=2DBHTH Y, BENTY
A—I2T 1V —RA, 7y hAR—NVr—F A
b, TNVTETFHE, T=2AP—F A b TIHX
L—R, SRR EDAR—=Y A X N BT 5
FOIHinG bOTY,

a. Definition of Sports Tourism
Sports tourism generally falls into three

categories.

First is event-based tourism, in which visitors
travel to attend sporting events such as Formula
One races, football tournaments, golf
championships, tennis tournaments, camel races,

and horse races.
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Second is participation tourism, where visitors
travel in order to take part in activities such as
marathon running, cycling events, diving, golf
vacations, sailing holidays, and desert adventure

sports.

Third is nostalgia and heritage tourism, which
includes activities such as falconry festivals,
traditional camel racing, equestrian events, and
maritime heritage festivals through which visitors
experience sporting traditions and cultural
heritage. Together, these activities combine sport

with cultural tourism.
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b. Qatar and World Cup Legacy

One of the most significant developments in
sports tourism was hosting of FIFA World Cup by
Qatar. Event demonstrated how a major sporting
competition can transform tourism infrastructure
through stadium construction, hotel development,
transportation improvements and International
marketing. Impact extended well beyond
tournament itself and contributed to increased

international awareness of this region.
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c. Formula One Tourism

Formula One races in Bahrain, Abu Dhabi, and
Saudi Arabia attract international visitors each
year. Many spectators extend their trips to enjoy
cultural attractions, beach tourism, shopping
experiences, family recreation and hospitality
services. Formula One therefore serves as both a

sporting event and a tourism product.
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d. Adventure Sports Tourism
Adventure tourism is becoming increasingly

important across Arabian Peninsula. Popular
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activities include desert exploration, off —road
driving, mountain hiking, diving, sailing and
cycling. Projects such as NEOM and Trojena
(4a5_8) are intended to support future growth of

this sector.
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e. Economic Benefits

Sports tourism contributes through Airline traffic,
Hotel revenues, Restaurant activity, Retail
spending, Employment creation and International
promotion. Economic impact often extends far

beyond event itself.
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f. Future Prospects

As infrastructure continues to improve, sports
tourism is increasingly included within economic
diversification strategies across several countries

of Arabian Peninsula.




