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7.4 Future of Sports in Arabian

Peninsula

Crown Prince Emphasizes Role of Riyadh Esports

Tournament in Advancing Saudi Vision 2030 Objectives,

Saudipedia

Saudi Women's Sports (from Vision to Victory),

Apr18 2024, Saudi Press Agency
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Current development strategies emphasize
growth, diversification, and integration of sport
with broader economic and social objectives.
Several major trends are expected to shape

coming decades.
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a. Continued Infrastructure Expansion
Current national development programs continue
to support investment in sports facilities.

Future developments may include new stadiums,
additional arenas, specialized training centers,
sports cities, tourism destinations, etc. These
facilities will support both participation and elite

competition.
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b. Growth of Women's Sports

Women's participation in sport has expanded in
recent years, supported by increased
opportunities and institutional support.

Greater access to facilities, education,
competitions, and coaching opportunities will likely

increase involvement across numerous
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disciplines. This trend has potential to reshape

sporting landscape significantly.
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c. e-sports and Digital Sports

e-sports represents one of the fastest-growing
areas of global sport.

Arabian Peninsula is well positioned to participate
in this growth because of young populations,
advanced technology infrastructure, strong
government support for innovation, etc. e-sports
has emerged as an important area of
sports development alongside many

traditional sports.
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d. Adventure and Outdoor Recreation
Demand for outdoor experiences is increasing
worldwide.

This Peninsula's deserts, coastlines, mountains,
and marine environments provide exceptional
resources for adventure tourism, endurance
sports, outdoor recreation, eco-tourism, etc.
Projects such as NEOM and Trojena have
been designed to support outdoor

recreation and adventure tourism.
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e. Sustainability

Environmental sustainability is an increasingly
important consideration in sports and tourism
development.

Future sports facilities and tourism projects are
likely to emphasize resource efficiency,
environmental protection, renewable energy,
sustainable construction. Long-term success will
depend upon balancing development with

conservation.
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f. Integration of Sport and Lifestyle
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Distinction between sport, recreation, tourism,
entertainment, and wellness is becoming
increasingly blurred. Recent developments
show increasing integration between these
sectors. As a result, sport will increasingly
be viewed not merely as competition but as
part of a broader lifestyle and economic

ecosystem.
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g. Conclusion

Arabian Peninsula has undergone a remarkable
sporting transformation.

From horse racing and camel racing to Formula
One, NEOM, and international football, this region
now combines deep cultural traditions with
ambitious modern development strategies.
Sport has become an instrument of economic
diversification, tourism growth, public health,
cultural preservation, and international
engagement. Arabian Peninsula has become an
increasingly important region for sports,
recreation, and sports tourism through a
combination of cultural traditions and modern

development initiatives.




